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 Our Family News 

  

Life on the Street 
by Therese Tuttle 
 

During this last year when travel 
wasn’t advisable and I was unable to 
see my family as much as I would 
have liked, we kept in touch though 
emails, mail, phone calls, and Zoom.  
However, that does not take the place 
of seeing, hugging, and being face to 
face with them and other friends.  I 
have missed so much of their lives. 
During our virtual visits, we have 
talked about past times and shared 
our experiences and memories, the 

good times, and some of the not so 
good times.  One particular memory 
that I am fond of (other than being 
with family) is my life on the street 
that is Beale Street in downtown 
Memphis.    

Beale Street has quite the diverse 
history.  During the mid-1800’s, 
traveling black musicians would stop 
to perform and peddle their wares on 

Beale Street and as a result, by the 
turn of the 20th century, many 
businesses on the street were owned 
by African Americans.  In 1909, 
W.C. Handy wrote the music “Boss 
Crump Blues.” It became an instant 
success in bars and nightclubs. This 
led to Beale Street’s heyday in the 
Roaring 20’s when it took on a 
carnival-like atmosphere.  There 
were booming nightclubs, theaters, 
restaurants, and of course, the 
beginnings of blues and jazz music. 
Alongside the music, gambling, 
drinking, prostitution, murder and 

voodoo thrived.  Men wearing 
Boxback-suits (zoot) and 
Stetson hats mingled with those 
wearing overalls.  Young ladies 
of questionable reputation 
would sashay down Beale 
Street strutting their “charms 
and gifts.” The street would be 
lined with vendor carts, one-
man-bands, and street 
performers.   
 However, Beale Street didn’t 
always thrive. By the mid 
1950’s, Beale Street “in all its 

glory” came to an end.  This area of 
downtown Memphis became so 
dangerous that unless you were 
looking for trouble you did not visit.  
In the late 1970’s, the city 
government and local businessmen 
came up with a redevelopment plan 
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Of all the Gall! 
by Cathy Poponak 
 

Thirty five years ago, when my 
husband and I decided to build our 
back deck surrounding a huge oak 
tree, we were young and naïve, a 
pair of tree hugging nature lovers.  
We expected a few acorns and 
fallen leaves, but we honestly had 
no idea what we were in for. 

We found out that in spring, 
oak trees drop two inch long 
“tassels” called catkins, the male 
flower whose purpose it is to shed 
pollen that is carried by the wind to 
female flowers.  Thousands of 
them collect like tumbleweeds on 
the deck floor, while dusting a 
thick layer of yellow pollen over 
everything.   

Early fall brings the acorn drop.  
We never fathomed that one huge 
oak tree could drop up to 10,000 
acorns in a boom year.  They don’t 
just drift lightly to the ground 
either.  They come down like 
pellets that can dent the hood of a 
car, just ask us.   

Falling leaves we expected, so 
there has been no great revelation 
there.  However this year (on top of 
every other bizarre thing in 2020) 
we had millions of little fuzzy orbs 
falling from the tree that we had 
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As I write this I am looking out my office window 
at cars going up and down Mahoning Avenue 
with drivers being about their business.  It is a 
busy roadway with traffic constantly going 
by, sprinkled with an occasional fire truck 
or emergency vehicle on its way to help 
someone in need.  Beyond the roadway, 
the trees are in full color.  Their bright 
leaves against the blue sky make for a 
natural picture of Autumn.  The flag in 
front of the building is gently flapping in 
the midday breeze and bright sunshine.  You 
can almost taste the crispness in the air and smell 
the fallen leaves.  It looks and feels like an ordinary, 
normal, regular Fall day at Saint William Parish.  
Unfortunately that is the only part of “normal” 
that any of us are experiencing these days as 
we continue to cope the best we can with 
the on-going coronavirus pandemic.   
 One of the characteristics and accurate 
descriptions of November is that it is a 
month of “change.”  From beginning to 
end many radical changes take place.  
Trees, grass, flowers, and daylight all 
change.  We move from pumpkins and corn 
mazes to turkey dinners and Black Friday.  In the 
church, we begin with remembering our loved ones who have 
embraced eternal life and end with the start of our season of waiting 
and preparation for the coming of Our Lord.  In the midst of all this, 
the one change we perhaps are longing for the most is a change in the 
status of our current circumstances.  That might be the one “normal 
change” all of us can hope and pray for as we enter this time of thanks 
and giving.   

No doubt 2020 is a year that many of us would like to forget 
and are anxious to see come to an end.  The circumstances of life over 
the past few months have certainly taken their toll and the prospect of 
continuing in this way of life has weighed on all of us.  However in 
this hour of darkness there is cause to celebrate and look towards the 
“light.”  Our Season of Advent begins on November 29 and we have 
chosen the theme “Now Is the Time,” because the weeks between 
Thanksgiving and Christmas point us toward the coming of Jesus into 
our world to save and redeem us.  In the midst of the challenges we 
are facing now is the time to prepare ourselves for the coming of 
Christ.  Now is the time to celebrate and rejoice that our Savior has 
come into our world to rescue us from darkness and sin, sickness and 
disease, and from the grips of this current pandemic!  Now is the time 
to ready ourselves for Christmas and a New Year!  And although our 
celebrations and gatherings will be different at home and in Church 
than in years past, now is the time to rejoice and delight in the coming 
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BAPTISM 
 

 

Beckett Robert Abbey 
Son of Matthew and Kaylynn Abbey 
Grandson of John & Deanna Barco 

September 12, 2020 

Christmas Cash Raffle Now Underway 
Christmas Cash Raffle Tickets Now Available! 

$10.00 ~ 13 PRIZES! 
12 ~ $30.00 Winners 

(Drawn Every Other Day ~ November 26 - December 18) 

GRAND PRIZE ~ $500.00 Drawn on December 20 
Win Some Ca$h...Just in time for Christmas 

Who is a Saint? 
by Deacon Bob Mintus 
 

As we begin the month of November, we 
celebrate those whom we call saints.  I 
think most of us consider saints to be set 
apart, and many think that being a saint is 
something that is totally out of reach for us.  
Or is it?  How many times have we said that 
someone is a saint based on the way they deal 
with caring for a loved one with an illness or 
with a challenging family member?  I think that we often may be 
closer to the truth than we realize. 

Perhaps we might take the time to look at the life of a more recent 
saint.  In 1870, Bernard Casey was born into a Wisconsin family of 
Irish immigrants.  There were ten boys and six girls.  He wanted to 
become a diocesan priest, but due to his educational limitations, he 
struggled to learn German or Latin, a requirement at the Milwaukee 
seminary where he was advised to join one of the religious orders 
where the academic requirements weren’t as demanding.  He received 
invitations from the Jesuits and Franciscans but chose the Capuchins at 
a monastery in Detroit, Michigan.  He took the name Solanus after St. 
Francis Solanus, with whom he shared a love of the violin.  He received 

passing but marginal grades and his 
superiors decided to ordain him a ‘simplex 
priest.’  He was allowed to preside at mass 
but was not permitted to preach or hear 
confessions. 

 Despite these restrictions, Brother 
Casey served with humility as a porter (a 
doorkeeper and receptionist.)  He was 
assigned to a number of friaries in New 
York for twenty years. Later, he returned 

back to Detroit where he served for twenty-two years.  His gift of 
hospitality led him to spend much time in conversation with those 
whom he welcomed.  Over time, he gradually went from being the 
porter receiving guests to becoming the person they were coming to 
see.  He counseled them in their physical, emotional, and spiritual 
struggles.  During his time in Detroit, the Great Depression broke out, 
and Brother Casey shared food with the needy.  He eventually 
established a soup kitchen that still exists today. 

After spending his last years in Indiana, Brother Casey returned to 
Detroit when his health became critical.  He was so well loved, that an 
estimated 20,000 people visited his coffin prior to his funeral in 1957.  
In 2017, approximately 60,000 people witnessed his beatification at 
Ford Field in Detroit.  His story reminds us that we don’t have to be 
highly talented stars or live spectacular lives to be saints – we just 
have to love those around us well. 

of Christ, the goodness of God, and the 
blessings of life! 

Thank you for making Saint William 
Parish a wonderful and vibrant community 
of faith and life.  The past months have been 
challenging and exciting as we have 
resumed activities and events as much as 
possible.  Your patience, cooperation, 
understanding, and flexibility have been 
greatly appreciated.  In the midst the 
unusual and unfamiliar, great things 
continue to happen at our parish.  Your 
enthusiasm, spirit, and generosity have 
allowed our parish to continue to be a 
beacon of light and hope.  As we get ready 
for this special time of year, know of my 
continued prayers and best wishes for you 
and your family for a wonderful, blessed, 
and safe holiday season.  May the coming 
weeks truly be a time of preparation, joy 
and thankfulness as we remember all the 
blessings and goodness God has given to us, 
our family and our parish!  Now Is the Time! 

 

Fr. Balash     

(Continued from page 2) Balash 
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Blessing of Pets 
by Therese Tuttle 
 

St. Francis of Assisi, aka Father Fraini, began to bless our furry friends almost 
800 years ago.   It was St. Francis who first introduced the idea that humans are 
only one of a myriad of creations of God and all are blessed.  He invoked the 
tradition of blessing animals on or near the date of October 4 which happens to 
also be the Feast of Saint Francis of Assisi.   
 This year Deacon Bob Mintus officiated the Blessing of Pets on Saturday, 
October 3 where approximately twelve pets were in attendance with their 
human companions.   Everyone present at the blessing would attest to the joyful 
celebration of their pets.  To cap off the festivities, Andrea Kochunas 
assembled fantastic gift bags of treats for our furry friends to take home and 
enjoy again this year.     

never seen before.   If you have an oak tree in your yard, I’m 
sure you’ve noticed them too because every oak tree in the area 
has the same infestation.   The troublemaker triggering oak trees 
to produce these orbs (called galls) is the gall wasp.  The wasp 
itself is very tiny and not a danger to people.  The actual gall is a 
swelling of plant tissue that occurs when the gall wasp infects 
the host by laying eggs into the soft tissue.  In general, most gall 
wasps on oak trees don’t affect the tree’s health, although some 

sources say these minuscule wasps 
could eventually kill a mighty oak.  
That would not be good news for 
us. 
 In retrospect, would we have 
built the deck surrounding our 
beloved tree knowing what we 
know now?   Probably not, but who 
knows?  What I do know, is that 
whatever comes our way during this 
challenging, unpredictable year, we 
won’t let it get the better of us.  
We’ll just keep on hugging our tree 
and relaxing under its cool shade 
every chance we get! 

(Continued from page 1) Gall 

 

“MEMBER OF THE FAMILY” 
 

What would I do without you, 
My precious, furry friend?... 

Part mischief, but all blessing, 
And faithful to the end! 

 

You look at me with eyes of love; 
You never hold a grudge … 

You think I’m far too wonderful 
To criticize or judge. 

 

It seems your greatest joy in life 
Is being close to me … 

I think God knew how comforting 
Your warm, soft fur would be. 

 

I know you think you’re human 
But I’m glad it isn’t true … 

The world would be a nicer place 
If folks were more like you! 

 

A few short years are all we have; 
One day we’ll have to part… 

But you, my pet, will always have 
A place within my heart. 

                        
~ Anonymous 
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by Therese Tuttle 
 

In order to provide a role model for 
their children, Catholic parents 
traditionally choose middle or first 
names of saints for their children.  
My parents choose Therese as my 
middle name in honor of St. 
Therese of Lisieux (French: Sainte-
Therese De Lisieux.) 

 St. Thérèse was born Marie 
Francoise-Thérèse Martin on 
January 2, 1873.  She is also known 
as Saint Thérèse of the Child Jesus 
and the Holy Face and popularly 
known as “The Little Flower of 
Jesus,” or simply “The Little 
Flower.” 
 St. Thérèse has been a model of 
sanctity because of her simple and 
practical approach to spiritual life.  
Together with St. Francis of Assisi, 
she is one of the most popular 
saints in the history of the church.   
 On Christmas Day 1886, St. 
Thérèse had a profound experience 
with God, which she described as a 
“complete conversion.”  Almost a 
year later she asked for and 
obtained permission from Pope Leo 
XIII to enter the Carmelite 
Monastery of Lisieux, Normandy. 
St. Thérèse became a nun in 1888 
at the age of 15. Over the next 9 
years, St. Thérèse fulfilled various 
offices such as Sacristan and 

Assistant to 
the Novice 
Mistress.  She 
devoted 
herself to 
living a life of 
holiness, 
doing all 
things with 
love and 
childlike trust in God.  She died 
September 30, 1897 at age 24 of 
tuberculosis. She was beatified 
April 29,1923 and canonized May 
17, 1925 by Pope Pius XI.  St. 
Thérèse was proclaimed a Doctor 
of the Church by Pope John Paul II 
in 1997.  She is only the third 
woman to be proclaimed after St. 
Catherine of Siena and St. Teresa of 
Avila. 
 Her feast day is October 1.  St. 
Thérèse is well known throughout 
the world, with the Basilica of 
Lisieux being the second-largest 
place of pilgrimage in France.  

My Parton Saint:  St. Thérèse of Lisieux 

St. Thérèse taken in the 
courtyard of the monastery 
of Lisieux Easter Monday 

April 15, 1894. 

Keeping Christmas! 
by Brian McCue 
 

Jesus Christ’s exact date of birth is 
not recorded in the Bible; however, 
in the fourth century the Catholic 
Church recognized December 25 as 
Jesus Christ’s birthday.  Historians 
believe that this day was chosen 
because it coincided with the pagan 
winter solstice where raucous 
celebrations were held throughout 
Europe.  The hope was to 
discourage 
carousing and urge 
true believers to 
spend their time in 
church celebrating 
the birth of Christ. 
The term 
“Christmas cheer” 
may derive from 
the winter solstice when meat was 
plentiful, as was wine and beer. 

The significance of gift giving 

and celebrations in the United 
States grew in popularity during the 
19th Century.  Christmas 
celebrations did not revolve around 
the newborn Savior but rather 
family, community, and assorted 
“traditions.” Santa Claus and the 
use of Christmas trees grew in 
popularity in the 1850’s and in 
1870 Congress made Christmas a 
national holiday in the United 
States.  

Christmas is sometimes referred 
to as Xmas. Some people object to 
the shortening of the word 
Christmas as it removes the 
'Christ' (Jesus) out of Christmas, 
but does it? You may have seen the 
Latin Christograms called the Chi-
Rho. It consists of the 
superimposed Greek letters chi (Χ) 
and rho (Ρ), which are the first two 
letters of the Greek word for Christ. 
The Chi-Rho represents an 
abbreviated divine title of Christ in 

early Greek language versions of 
Jewish and Christian scriptures. It 
was also displayed on the labarum 
military standard used by 
Constantine I in A.D. 312. 
Constantine fully legalized 

Christianity in A.D. 313 and 
brought an end to 300 years of 
persecution. Hence, ‘Xmas’ can be 
argued to be a legitimate 
abbreviation for the word 
Christmas. Just remember to keep 
Christ in Christmas by saying 
Christmas and not X-mas!   

This year millions of people in 

 Knights (Continued on page 10) 
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PSR 
by Carol Timko 
 

PSR began September 27 for the 2020
-2021 school year.  So far, we have 
been conducting classes in-person and 
student (and teacher!) attendance has 
been going very well. Everyone seems 
happy to be meeting again in person. 
The program we use, Pflaum Gospel 
Weeklies, has offered a digital version of their lessons 
this year and if classes have to go virtual, the students 
will already have their lessons online. 

Second graders have begun the joyful process of 
First Reconciliation preparation classes.  First 
Reconciliation is currently scheduled to take place in 
January.  After that, the first Communion preparation 

classes will begin. 
We have five candidates for the Sacrament of 

Confirmation this year and they began preparation 
October 11.  Confirmation is currently scheduled for 
February 2021.  The first FFC, Family Faith 
Celebration, will take place in January with an evening 
session and dinner.  In March, the second FFC will take 
place with a morning session and breakfast before we 
attend Mass as a group. 

The Secret Prayer Partner program is a 
continuation of last year with the students and adults 
keeping the same prayer partner from the 2019-2020 
school year.  Everyone is very excited! 

Currently, PSR is still looking for a helper/
teacher for grades 7-8.  If you are interested in helping, 
please contact Carol Timko for more information. 

Mask Making Mission 
by Tina McCue 
 

Back in April when there was an 
urgent need for masks, I dusted off 
my sewing machine and got to work.  
At the time, it was difficult to get 
supplies so, being resilient, I 
wondered if I could make masks 
from my children’s Kennedy polo 
uniform shirts.  Success!  The polo 
shirt also made great ties so, alas, no 
need for elastic.  The wire nose 
guard, no problem, this mother of 
five had lots of wire from various 
crafts my children have made over 
the years.  Back in the day, the 
students at Kennedy had a variety of 
colors to choose from which of 
course I kept after we switched to 
just the Blue, White and Red polos 
for the school colors. So, I was able 
to make a variety of colorful masks.  
You might ask yourself, why would 
someone keep old polo uniform 
shirts for twelve years.  Well, throw-
back Thursday is one answer.  
Hoping that I would be lucky enough 
to go on a mission trip and take those 

shirts to a developing country is 
another great answer!  Ok – I got 
through all the polos shirts, what 
could I use next? 
 A few years ago, the St. William 
quilters allowed me to go through 
their bin of material pieces for a 
project I was going to do at 
Kennedy.  Due to a snowstorm, that 
project never happened, so, there 
was another resource of fabulous 
assorted material.  Dusting off a bin 
of fabric leftover from a lifetime of 
making costumes and outfits for our 
children produced another variety of 
masks.  We had a good laugh when I 
found some great camo material left 
over from a project done when our 
son Josh was young.  Yeah, he is 
soon to be 32!  If you are a person 
who sews or makes craft, you can 
relate.   Recently I made a dress for 
our granddaughter and was able to 
make matching masks for her, her 
mom, grandmother, and great-
grandmother from that leftover 
material. WOOHOO, that was fun! I 
mailed masks to all our children, our 
brothers and sisters, some nieces and 

nephews, several friends, and some 
of our children’s friends.   
 When my husband’s office found 
out I was making masks, they asked 
if I could make masks for all of their 
employees. After weeks of making 
masks from scrap material, it was 
fun to see how many masks I could 
make from fresh yards of new 
material.  By this time, JoAnn Fabric 
had opened and I was able to go 
shopping for my own material.  Oh, I 
forgot how fun it is to peruse the 
aisles of the fabric store.  Other than 
the grocery store, JoAnn Fabric was 
THE first store that I stepped into 
after the quarantine was lifted.  I 
purchased fun material to start 
making masks for children and I got 
to thinking about families who may 
be out of work and struggling to eat 
and thought, how are they going to 
purchase masks for their children.  I 
reached out to a principal at one of 
the Warren City elementary 
buildings and asked if they would be 

 Masks (Continued on page 10) 
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to revive Beale Street and make it a safe, 
and fun place to visit.   

That is where my memories of Beale 
Street begin.  As a kid, I would go 
downtown, walk the street with my 
family and friends, eat yummy foods 
from walk-up counters, watch the Beale 
Street Flippers make handsprings look 
effortless, and listen to music playing in 
Handy Park.  Handy Park, named after 
W.C. Handy (a famous blues trumpeter,) 
is a public park with a large stage and a 
small performance area.  Concerts and 
upcoming artists play here, and these 

events are always free and open.   
One could listen to Rock-n-Roll, 

Country, Rhythm & Blues, Jazz, Pop, and 
many other genres on any given night.  I 
can remember sitting on the grass and 
listening to music for hours.  In fact, my 
father, cousins, and friends have 
performed right there in Handy Park.   A 
dear friend of my father, Sid Selvidge, a 
musician and songwriter, would come to 
our house and dad, me, and Mr. Sid 
would sit on the back patio playing our 
guitars (yes, I used to play a long, long 
time ago.)  Dad and Mr. Sid were known 
to entertain on Beale Street in Handy 
Park.  What an old and wonderful 
memory to have of my dad!  You may 
recognize some of these artists who 
started out playing and recording their 
music in downtown Memphis: Justin 
Timberlake, Elvis Presley, BB King (aka 
Beale Street Blues Boy), W.C. Handy,  
Johnny Cash, Rufus Thomas, Carl 
Perkins, and many, many more.  Sun 
Studios is located a couple of streets north 
of Beale Street and is famous for 
recording and producing many famous  
vinyl records. Some of you may 
remember those from the artists 
mentioned above.   

As the years passed, my husband and 
I would venture out to enjoy the Beale 
Street atmosphere and the delicious 
foods.  If you like good old Southern-
style food, some of the best food and 
restaurants in the south can be found on 
Beale Street. These include Blues City 
Café (best fried catfish money can buy!), 
B.B. King’s Blues Club (where you can 
get some yummy fried green tomatoes or 
she-crab soup!), Club 152, or Miss 
Polly’s Soul City Café (the fried chicken 
is generally fabulous!).  King’s Palace 
restaurant serves fried alligator (never 
tried that!) and Pig on Beale serves some 
of the best barbecue pork imaginable 

(although I prefer The Rendezvous 
Restaurant for BBQ ribs!).  Some 
well-known artists have also opened 
restaurants on Beale Street like Silky 
O’Sullivan’s and Jerry Lee Lewis’ 
Cafe & Honky Tonk.   
 Beale Street was one of the places 
my husband and I would entertain our 
business guests.  We would eat at one 
of the fantastic restaurants, talk a little 
business, then spend the rest of the 
evening people watching, listening to 
music, and talking about the history 
of Beale Street.  We would often take 
my husband’s family (who are from 

this area) to Beale Street. There, they 
seemed to enjoy the unique atmosphere, 
especially the street performers and one-
man bands.  We 
would also take 
our guests down 
a couple of 
blocks to see the 
Peabody Hotel.  
If you have never 
heard of the 
hotel’s 
reputation, you 
may find this 
somewhat remarkable.   

The Peabody Hotel is a luxury hotel.  
Some of their most famous guests were 
Presidents Andrew Johnson and William 
McKinley, and Confederate generals 
Robert E. Lee and Nathan Bedford 
Forrest.  But, the hotel is best known for 
the “Peabody Ducks.”  In the 1930’s, the 
general manager of the Peabody returned 
from a weekend hunting trip and found it 
amusing to leave three small Mallard 
ducks in the hotel fountain.  The hotel 
guests loved the idea and an additional 
two ducks were added. To this day, there 
are five Mallard ducks playing in the 
lobby fountain every day.   

Early on, a bellman volunteered to 
care for the ducks and was given the 
position of “Duckmaster.”  He taught the 
ducks to march into the hotel lobby. This 
started the famous Peabody Duck march.  
Every morning at 11:00 a.m. the Peabody 
Ducks are escorted from their rooftop 
palace to the lobby via elevator.  The 
ducks proceed across a red carpet to the 
hotel fountain accompanied by a 
trumpeter playing the King Cotton 
March. The ducks are then 
ceremoniously led back to their rooftop 
penthouse at 5:00 p.m.  While off-duty, 
they live in a Royal Duck Palace.  The 
palace is made of marble and glass and 
features its very own fountain with a 
bronze duck spitting water.  It also 
includes a small replica of the hotel, 
where the ducks can nest with a soft, 
grassy “front yard.”  The position of 
“Duckmaster” is the only such position in 
the world and celebrities like Joan 
Collins, Molly Ringwald, Peter 
Frampton, Queen Noor of Jordan, and 
Oprah Winfrey have assumed the role of 
Honorary Duckmaster.  The Peabody 
Marching Ducks have appeared on The 
Tonight Show with Johnny Carson, 
Sesame Street, and the Oprah Winfrey 
Show. They are mentioned in the 1999 
Jimmy Buffet song “Math Sucks” in a 
line that says “quackin’ like those 
Peabody ducks”.  With all the notoriety 

the ducks have 
received, they were 
not the first 
residents of the 
Peabody’s lobby 
fountain.  Rumor 
has it that turtles and 
baby alligators 
briefly graced the 
fountain in the early 
1920’s.   

 When I was talking to a friend about 
my days before moving to Ohio, I 
mentioned Beale Street and the 
Peabody Hotel ducks.  He suggested I 
write an article for the parish 
newsletter.  I agreed. However, after 
writing this I realized why I have been 
a little moody lately – I miss Memphis 
and making more memories with my 
siblings, aunts, uncles, cousins, and 
friends.  As soon as I can spend a week 
in Memphis with all of them, I’m going 
to spend at least one day at the Peabody 
Hotel and a night “living on the Street” 
– Beale Street that is!  

(Continued from page 1) Beale 
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“Frogmen of St. William” 
Anthony Pacurar, Dean Herriman, and Collin Lee 

by Cathy Poponak 

Women’s Guild 
by Therese Tuttle 
 

Not even Covid-19 and social distancing can stop the women of 
St. William Parish!  This year the officers and hostesses have 
taken extra safety precautions to insure that our gatherings and 
events are carried out with extra safety in mind.  Social 
distancing and safe environment protocols are in effect: limiting 
the number of women at each table, tables spread six feet apart, 
meetings held in the social hall, and refreshments served using 
the box lunch method are just a few of the ways that we have 
adapted our gatherings.  Our goal is for everyone who attends, 
or would want to attend, to feel comfortable enough to do so. 
 All women over the age of 18 are members of the Women’s 
Guild.  The first step in becoming an active member would be to 
simply attend Women’s Guild meetings, which run from 
September through May.  The meetings kick off at 6:00 p.m. 
with refreshments and social time, followed by a business 
meeting at 6:30 p.m. and ending with a variety of programs and/
or activities.  We hope to see you there! 
 The Women’s Guild is pleased to announce that we will be 
hosting the Winterfest (Christmas) Craft Show on December 12.  
In order to provide adequate social distance and a safe 
environment for our guests and vendors, we are limiting the 
number of vendors and guests. All are required to maintain, 
practice, and adhere to all current guidelines by wearing face 
coverings and keeping a safe distance. Masks must be worn at 
all times by crafters, guests, and volunteers. 
 Check out what the Women’s Guild has going on by visiting 
our web page located under Ministries on the St. William web 
site.  We hope everyone has a wonderful Thanksgiving and a 
very Merry Christmas.  

Basket Raffle Winners 
 

#1  Snack Basket ~ Mary Ann Drabek  
#2  Halloween ~ Jeanette Jaskiewicz  

#3  Make-Up & Spa ~ Ann Plant    
#4  Teal Kitchen ~ Amy Jaskiewicz   

#5  Kids Craft ~ Carol Drabek   
#6  Panera Bread ~ Ida Mae Switter   
#7  Kitchen Aids ~ Dorothy Balash   

#8  Wine & Chocolate ~ Janice Ventling   
#9  Covid Care ~ Mary Lou Osborne  

#10 Patriotic Basket ~ Kitty Kubovich   
#11 Pampered Chef  ~ Barb Bailey   
#12  Wine Basket ~ Karen Hardman 

#13  Bath & Body Works ~ Rachel Joseph 
#14  Car Cleaning ~ Father Balash 

#15  Pink Zebra Basket ~ Laura Haynie 
#16  Tastefully Simple ~ Laura Haynie 
#17  Handyman/Woman ~ Linda Horm 

#18  Back To School ~ Pam Dillon 
#19  Snapettes Snap Jewelry ~ Carol Drabek 

#20  Lottery Tickets ~ Pamela Herriman 
#21  O’Charley’s ~ Maria Butcher 

#22  Christmas Tree ~ Sandy Hudak 

Advent Evening 

Prayer for Healing 

and Hope  

~Now Is the Time~ 

Join us on Tuesday, December 
1, at 7:00 p.m. for a special 
Advent Evening Prayer for 
Healing and Hope from the 
current pandemic.  This special 
prayer service takes the place 
of our usual Advent Festival of 
Lessons and Carols. 

Coronacoaster (n): The ups and downs of a 

pandemic.  One day you’re loving your 

bubble, doing work outs, baking banana bread 

and going for long walks and the next you’re 

crying, drinking gin for breakfast, and 

missing people you don’t even like. 
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A Call for Help! 
by Tina McCue 
 

When Jesus washed the feet of his disciples, He said to 
them, “I have given you a model to follow, so that as I 
have done for you, you should also do.” -John 13:15 It 
is such a humbling experience to witness all the ways 
that the good people of Saint William model the actions 
of Jesus as they “take up the basin and towel” to care 
for others.  One particular act of giving that stands out 
in my mind is how our parish family answered the call 
for help from Bella Women’s Center.  Perhaps this is on 
my mind because October is Right to Life Month and I 
recently attended Bella’s “Battlefield of Love” event.   
 Bella Women’s Center is a resource for women who 
find themselves in an unplanned pregnancy.  When a 
woman who is scared and unsure what to do finds her 
way to Bella, she is met with a caring staff who 
lovingly walks her through their options and provides a 
sonogram so that the mother can see the child and hear 
the sound of her child’s heartbeat.  More often than not, 
once the mother sees and hears her child, she is better 
equipped to make decisions for the life within.  The 
caring team of nurses and advocates stay in touch with 

the mother throughout her 
pregnancy, and once the child is 
born they gift the mother and 
child with a “baby shower” gift. 
 This is where you enter the 
story of these families!  Bella 
was in need of baby items to 
restock their supplies.  When 
we announced that the Center 
was in need, your donations of 
baby items and monetary gifts 
was astounding!  When the boxes 
of diapers, clothing, baby wipes, 
bottles, toys, miscellaneous baby items and books were 
delivered, the staff at Bella was moved to tears.  Those 
tears of joy shed again when we sent them the monetary 
gift of over $700.00!  All of this was accomplished in 
one weekend.  My parish family – you amaze me!   
Keep modeling Jesus.  They’ll know we are Christians 
by our love.  Want to know more about Bella Women’s 
Center?  Check out their website https://
bellawomenscenter.com/.  You can also follow them on 
Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/
bellawomenscenter. 

St. William Parish Library 
by Dan Robinson 
 

A unique opportunity has presented itself to St. William 
church in the form of a library, albeit an empty library.  
The GOOD news is that a resource room filled with 
books, DVD’s, and CD’s that will bring the life of the 
Church and the lives of holy men and women to adults 
and children seeking the Kingdom of God is available to 
St. William parishioners.  The not-so-good news is that 
it isn’t filled.  In actuality it’s pretty empty.  But the 
really GOOD news is that you can help. 
 We are currently looking to fill the library with 
Christian materials by asking for your donations.  Do 
you have books, magazines, CD’s, or DVD’s on 
Christian topics at home that are taking up space?  If so, 
consider donating them to the St. William Parish 
Library for others to enjoy.  The library will be an honor 
system lending library that will be open whenever the 
church is open.  Some of the topics that we are looking 
for are:  Art, Biography, Catechetical, Games, History, 
Children’s, Saints, Scripture, Spirituality, Catholicism, 

Christian Fiction, and Reference.   
 Materials donated will be catalogued and sorted into 
categories.  If you have materials that you would like to 
donate please drop them off on the table in the library or 
call the parish office for assistance.  Any help that you 
can give this worthy project will be greatly appreciated. 

about:blank
about:blank
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able to distribute masks to children 
in need.   
 By this time, it was apparent that 
I needed to find a simpler way to 
make ties and something better to 
use as a nose guard.  I never 
realized how many quilt shops have 
online stores with so many 
resources!  Now that I was in mass 
production of mask making, I 
streamlined the process a bit (who 
knew there was a thing called chain 
sewing) and I thought, “Ok, school 
is going to start soon, I wonder if I 
could find the material used to 
make the Kennedy school 
uniform?”  SUCCESS!  The boys at 
Kennedy are still waiting for their 
blue and white masks, but the lady 
Eagles are sporting masks to match 

their school uniforms.  This led me 
to purchase black and gold to make 
more masks for Warren City 
Schools.  I have a batch of purple 
and yellow masks in the works to 
send to 
Champion 
Schools.  Once I 
finish with the 
material that has 
been laid out on 
my daughter’s 
bed (good thing 
my girls live 
away – for their bedrooms have 
been turned into momma’s sewing 
rooms) I may have to stop making 
masks.  I am afraid I have become a 
little too attached to my sewing 
machine!  Pray for me that I may 
fight the temptation of purchasing 
holiday material! 

 I know there are many of you 
that sew who can relate.  Like me, 
you have made masks for friends 
and family and strangers.  Some of 
you have answered the need at 

Warren City Schools for masks 
for their students.  The folks at 
Warren City Schools are so 
appreciative and humbled by 
this act of kindness.  
Sometimes when I am sewing, 
I think of all of you and I am 
reminded of Rosie the Riveter.  
That iconic WWII photo is a 

symbol of courage and the 
determination of the human spirit 
that says, “we can do this.”  Keep 
wearing your mask, keep looking 
out for those who remain sheltered 
in place.  We CAN get through this 
together for we are the people of 
God.   

(Continued from page 6) Masks 

North America will be reminded to 
“Keep Christ in Christmas” thanks 
to the efforts of the Knights of 
Columbus. This campaign includes 
public service announcements that 
will be aired in the United States 
during the Christmas season, as 
well as a variety of local programs 
in support of this campaign 
including signs, billboards, Nativity 

scenes, and Christmas cards. Our 
council will be holding a fundraiser 
this season by selling “Keep Christ 
in Christmas” signs for families to 
display on their lawns. 

Keeping Christ in Christmas is 
an opportunity to remind people 
that Christmas isn’t about the 
frenzied commercialization of the 
holiday, but rather it’s about 
spreading the light of Christ, the 
spirit of giving within the family, 

parish, and community and the birth 
of our Lord, Jesus Christ.  

Keep Christ in Christmas was 
originally organized by the 
Christian Mothers of Milwaukee, 
later known as Council of Catholic 
Women. Their awareness campaign 
was called “Put Christ Back into 
Christmas.”  Following that effort, 
the Knights of Columbus adopted 
the “Keep Christ in Christmas” 
program in the early 1960’s, and 
have been actively promoting it 
since.  

What “Keep Christ in 
Christmas” means for people of 
faith, is that we have to ask 
ourselves – why do we celebrate?  
Are we consumed by Christmas 
cheer that, in the end, is not really 
about Christ at all or do we 
celebrate that Christ became one of 
us and his love is what actually 
should fill our hearts and soul?  
Remember…while all the presents 
at Christmas are good, His presence 
is best! 
 

[Editor’s Note:  Keep Christ in 
Christmas yard signs can be purchased 
in the parish office or through any 
Knights of Columbus member.] 

(Continued from page 5) Knights 

 

Christmas 1979 ~ St. William Church 

(on what is now the Parish Social Hall stage) 
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FROM NANCY’S KITCHEN: 

So the story goes that the reason this is called 

“Screwball Cake” is that “any screwball can 

make this cake!”  Let me tell you that this cake 

is delicious and easy.  Don’t let the fun name 

distract you, it is well worth taking the time to 

make.  And don’t worry, any screwball can 

make it! 

Love ~ Nancy 

George Schuster 
Judith Wolfe 

Sandra Mackey 
Ronald Sprague 

Darlene Marando 
Bishop George V. Murry 

JoAnn Griffith 
Gail Byers 

David Rable 
John Maus 

Ida Mae Switter 
Joseph Babnik 

All Souls Day – 2020 
 

We remember all of our parishioners who passed away and  
were buried from our parish in the last year. 

We pray for their families who continue to grieve their loss. 
 

May their souls and all the souls of the faithful 
departed, through the mercy of God, Rest in Peace. 

 

www.stwilliamchampion.org/in-memoriam.html 

Screwball Cake 
From the collection of: Gayle & Ross Lenhart 

Directions: 
 Put all dry ingredients into a bowl and poke three holes 

in the mixture.   
 In the first hole, pour the vanilla.   
 In the second hole, pour the vinegar  
 In the third hole, pore the oil.   
 Add 2 cups water and the egg.  Mix well.   
 Pour into ungreased 9 x 13 pan and bake for 40 minutes 

at 350º.  Cool completely before frosting. 

 
Chocolate Icing 
3 cups powdered sugar 
3 Tbls butter 
7 Tbls cocoa 
1 tsp vanilla 
¼ cup milk (or more) 
 Combine and add milk to the desired consistency  

Dry Ingredients 
3 cups flour 
2 cups sugar 
1½ tsp baking soda 
½ tsp baking powder 
⅔ cup cocoa 
1 tsp salt 

Wet Ingredients 
2 tsp vanilla 
2 tsp vinegar 
¾ cup oil 
2 cups water 
1 egg, slightly beaten 
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CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE  
 

Christmas                               
Thursday, December 24 ~ Christmas Eve: 5:00 p.m. and 10:00 p.m. 
Friday, December 25 ~ Christmas Day: 10:00 a.m.  
Saturday, December 26 ~ Feast of the Holy Family: 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday, December 26 ~ Feast of the Holy Family: 8:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. 

 

New Year                                
Friday, January 1 ~ New Year’s Day:  10:00 a.m. 
Saturday, January 2 ~ Feast of Epiphany:  5:00 p.m. 
Sunday, January 3 ~ Feast of Epiphany: 8:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. 
 

*In early December a letter will be mailed to all parishioners outlining 
plans and changes for Christmas Mass this year.  


