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The Story of Ellie 
by Kaidan Horm 
 

In May of 
2023, a 
single, stray 
cat was 
hanging 
around our 
house and 
my dad 
started to 
feed her. 
When the 
food was 

gone, the dish and water would 
get filled.  After a few weeks 
mom saw two kittens and then a 
third around the front porch.  The 
next day as she looked out the 
kitchen window, she saw a ‘little 
ball of fur.’   We discovered that 
the cat dad and mom had been 
feeding gave birth to kittens and 
they were living under our deck. 
When we would see them out 
from under the deck and try to get 
close to them, they would scurry 
back under the deck. There were 
four kittens all together with long 
white fur and various shades of 
tan and brown.   
 The fourth one was the ‘runt of 
the litter’ and so tiny…and did not 
appear to be in the best of health. 
When we were finally able to 
corral all of them, my family took 

Cat (Continued on page 12) 

Touching All Bases...Again! 
The front page of the Tribune 
Chronicle read TOUCHING ALL 
BASES on April 27.  A story by Ed 
Runyan ran “above the fold” and a 
fantastic story was unveiled about a 
secret that no one knew, especially 
those of us here at St. William 
Parish.  It seems that a parishioner at 
St. William had a story to tell and 
what a story it was!  The tale begins 
seventy years ago when Helen 
Snyder, known then as Helen “Tex” 
Y’Barbo, joined the All-American 
Girls Professional Baseball League.  
It sounds so fantastic that it could 
almost be a Hollywood picture, in 
fact it was a movie in 1992 starring 
Tom Hanks and Geena Davis.  This 
story though was not a fictional 
movie, it was real, and Helen Snyder 
has the memorabilia to prove it! 
 The initial story 

ran on April 27 with a follow-up 
story the next weekend detailing the 
original stories impact on other local 
families’ connections with “Tex.”  
Helen Snyder was a very busy 
person for her entire life.  She 
worked 37 years at Packard Electric, 
she was here at the founding of St. 
William in 1963, she ran a booth at 
the church festival for years, she was 
a 30-year member of the finance 
committee, and she worked fish 
dinners.  Helen has had a long and 
exciting life and just when she was 
thinking about winding down, a new 
chapter opened.  The All American 
Girls Professional Baseball Players 
Association has invited her to attend 
this year’s league reunion in 
September in Cincinnati and Helen 
is giving it serious consideration.   

Because of space 
considerations, this 
newsletter cannot print the 
original story.  It is 
available online through the 
Tribune Chronicle and can 
be found via Google with 
the following headline 
(Mecca resident Helen 
Snyder liked her time as 
pro, but family life was 
better.) The story is 
fascinating and well worth 
your time.  If you do not 
have computer access but 
would like a copy of the 
story, please contact the 

Baseball (Continued on page 4) 
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…FROM THE PASTOR 

Our Family News 
Is published twice per year. Articles and submissions are due three weeks before the publish date.  Parish organizations 

are encouraged to participate and submit materials for publication.  Contact the publisher or the parish office for more 

information. 

Publisher:  Dan Robinson ~  drobinson@stwilliamchampion.org 

Reporters  and Photographers of all ages are needed!  No writing experience needed. 

“Our parish’s 

strength has 

always been and 

will always be 

you, the  

people.”   
 

~Fr. Furlong 

Dear St. William Parish Family, 
 

I am so excited to be able to part of this edition of our parish 
newsletter.  I cannot believe that it has already been one year since I 
became your pastor.  The older I get the more I realize how much less 
time we have than we used to.  As I lose time, I continue to lose hair 
and gain pounds.  Something does not seem right about that!  I want to 
take this opportunity to talk about some things with you and to share 
with you a little bit about where we are, where we have been, and 
where we are going.   
 

As your tenth and current pastor, I must admit, I am standing on the 
shoulders of many great priests who have gone before me here at St. 
William.  In this past year, we both have had to adjust to “sharing” each 
other.  In our collaboration with St. Thomas and St. Robert, we have 
seen a lot of adjustment.  This adjustment has not always been easy.  
There were and are many times that I wanted to be at a particular event, 
but because of an engagement at another church, I have had to be 
absent.  This is my greatest challenge and my greatest cross as your pastor.   
 

We have a rich history.  Our parish’s strength has always been and will 
always be you, the people.  We just finished another season of fish 
dinners.  I was so impressed with the great volunteer effort by 
everyone.  It was truly inspiring.  The Women’s Guild had a successful 
night of Purse Bingo.  The liturgies of this past Easter Triduum were 
awe inspiring and we welcomed Miles Shoffner into the Church on the 
Easter Vigil.   
 

As PSR winds down for the Summer, we have several exciting events 
coming up for all three parishes. We have a summer series on the 
Sacraments which will rotate between all three parishes and a night of 
praise and worship on the feast of the Sacred Heart (June 7.)  There will 
be a special Pentecost Bonfire for young adults at Blessed Sacrament 
parish on Pentecost Sunday, May 19, and this summer, the Trumbull 
North Catholic Community Young Adult group will be hosting several 
sporting events through the three parishes and beyond.   
 

I want to thank the wonderful staff here at St. William for all their hard 
work and dedication, especially  Carol Timko and Chuck Poponak who 
will both be retiring in May.  Many thanks to both of them for all they 
have done for the St. William family.  Their service to this parish and 
the Catholic faith are gratefully appreciated. 
 

As I bring to a close my first full year as pastor, I am very excited for 
the things to come.  I cannot wait to continue walking the journey of 
faith with you. Have a blessed and safe summer! 

Fr. Furlong 
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RESILIENCE! 
by Tina McCue 

 
According to Miriam Webster, 

resilience is “the ability to recover from 
or adjust easily to misfortune or 
change.” While we at Saint William 
have not experienced any misfortune, 
we sure have experienced change over 
the past several months. 

For me, the change of having two 
Masses instead of three, coupled with 
the change in Mass times have brought  
both joy and frustration.  I have to confess that there were 
times early on that I totally forgot about the change in Mass 
times.  One Saturday that I was scheduled to Cantor, I was 
sitting at my computer fervently typing a paper for my Intro to 
Criminal Justice final exam.  I kept telling myself, ok, stop 
typing at 3:00, that will get you out the door by 3:30 and at 
church around 3:45 which is plenty of time to get done what I 
needed to do at church before practicing for Mass.  Then, 
around 2:50, it hit me MASS IS AT 4:00 p.m.!  Oh my 
goodness, I thought I was going to sick.  I saved my document, 
sent a text to Pat, threw on some makeup and decent clothes 
and arrived around 3:40 which gave me time to only practice 
the psalm.  I was so embarrassed.  

I wish I could say this was the only time it happened, but oh 
no, there was a Sunday I was working on a paper for my 
Women and Gender Psychology class, telling myself I had 
plenty of time if I arrived at church at 9:00 a.m. to get things 
done before getting the children at 10:00 a.m. for 
Reconciliation preparation.  I stroll in around 9:20, past Mrs. 
Lee’s classroom and said, why did 
they start PSR early.  Walked past 
Mrs. Pacurar and Ms. Lloyd’s 
classroom, kept saying to myself, why 
did they start early THEN IT HIT 
ME, PSR STARTS AT 9:00 a.m.!  By 
the grace of God, my heart stopped 
racing just in time to get the children 
at 9:30.  For someone who already 
has time management problems, the 
change in Mass times, and apparently the change in PSR time, 
has really been a challenge for me.   

While I am having a little trouble adjusting to the change, I 
have to say how wonderful it is to have a full church to 
celebrate Mass.  Sometimes I find myself closing my eyes to 
hear the beautiful sound of singing and praying and am filled 
with joy that we have such an amazing parish family.  I do 
miss some who have decided to attend Mass elsewhere due to 
Mass times, but I also look around and see so many new faces 
and some parishioners who are starting to come back to 
church. Resilience! 

Resilience (Continued on page 10) 

 

In Memoriam 
 

Millie Hanchin 1935-2023 

Gerald Craft 1945-2023 

John Bohovich 1935-2023 

Nancy Mercandino 1944-2023 

Ronald Clark 1938-2023 

Peg Poponak 1927-2023 

Joseph Sustersic 1946-2023 

James Ropchock 1936-2023 

Marie Dye 1930-2023 

Tillie Bowser 1934-2023 

Richard Sember 1946-2023 

Mary Brdek 1927-2023 

Joseph Andreatta 1959-2023 

William Hostetler 1935-2023 

Anthony Gundic 1933-2023 

William Nicolaus 1946-2024 

Joseph Kusmierek, Jr. 1945-2024 

Ronald Dubravcak 1959-2024 

Rose Ann Radnothy 1939-2024 

Dar Lena Tuttle 1934-2024 

Barbara Kufchak 1940-2024 

Julia Cicchillo 1922-2024 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord,  

and let perpetual light shine upon them.  

May their souls and all the souls of  

the faithful departed, through the  

mercy of God, rest in peace. 
 

Amen. 
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Jesus Day Retreat 
by Carol Timko 

 
We welcomed eight PSR children  to the Lord’s table 
on April 21, 2024, for their First Holy Communion. 
Congratulations to the following children pictured 
with Fr. Ryan Furlong, (first row) Kegan, Grace, 
Emma, Ian (second row) William, Caleb (third row) 
Max, Fr. Ryan, Jack. 
 In preparation for First 
Communion, eight children met on 
Saturday, April 13, along with their 
families and teachers, for a Jesus Day 
Retreat. The retreat began with the 
prayer service “Table of Many Breads 
– Family Altar-Church Altar.” Each 
family brought a specific bread to the 
retreat and presented their bread during 
the prayer service. The bread was then 
used for our snack and with dinner. 
After the presentation of the bread, the 
children “dressed” our dinner table 
while their teacher “dressed” the altar 
table. We practiced for First 
Communion and the children were 
able to taste the host and wine.  

 After Mass at 4:00 p.m., the communicants and 
their families made First Communion banners with 
their names and symbols such as the cup and grapes 
for First Communion Day. They also made their own 
Tabernacle. The families enjoyed a delicious pasta and 
meatball dinner with ice cream and all the fixings for 
dessert. We read the book “The Weight of a Mass” by 
Josephine Nobisso to conclude a fun and informative day. 

parish office. 
Now that the 

“secret” is out, let’s 
congratulate Helen on her 
success and keep listening 
for stories from the senior 
members of St. William 
Parish.  Imagine what 
interesting stories have yet 
to be told! 

(Continued from page 1) 

Baseball 

Join Trumbull North Catholic Community for A Summer Series on the 
Sacraments.   Father Ryan will share his thoughts on how God reveals himself 
to us through the gifts of the sacraments.  All sessions begin with light 
refreshments at 6:30 p.m. 

There is no obligation to attend every night, you can 
attend as many sessions as your schedule allows. To 
help us in planning refreshments, please let us know 
you are coming! Sign up in the church vestibule, scan 
the QR code to RSVP online, or call the parish office.   

Vocation Initiation Healing 

St. Robert Church 
4659 OH 46,  
Cortland, OH 

St. William Church 
5411 Mahoning Ave 

Warren, OH 

St. Thomas Church 
4453 Warren-Sharon Rd 

Vienna, OH 

June 11: Holy Orders  
June 18: Matrimony  

July   9: Baptism  
July 16: Confirmation  

Aug 13: Reconciliation  
Aug 20: Anointing  

    3 Day Mission 
Unpacking the Eucharist 

July 22, 23 and 24 Featuring 
MJM7 Band 
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A NIGHT AT THE ASYLUM 
by Therese Tuttle 
 

A group of friends got together 
at “The Glass Asylum” located 
in Chagrin Falls to challenge 
our creativity in the art of glass 
blowing.  Glass art has been 
with us for thousands of years 
and can be traced back to at 
least 3,600 years ago in 
Mesopotamia.  Glass art has 
captured the spirit of different 
eras such as the Middle Ages, 
with the examples of stained-
glass windows found in Gothic 
churches, monasteries, and 
cathedrals, and glass art remains 
a medium for contemporary art 
in this century.  Glass art includes vases, stained windows, bowls, figurines, jewelry, and other decorative 
items – small and large. Our group included Chuck and Cathy Poponak, Andrea and Ed Runyan, Vikki Pavis, 
Patti Heib, Tina McCue, Therese Tuttle, Melanie Shoaf, Renita Mintus, and Maria Butcher. 
 We met on a Wednesday evening at the Glass Asylum studio to try our hand at the age-old art of glass 
blowing with a beginner’s workshop.  With the help of the instructors, our pumpkin makers – Chuck and Maria 
- used a couple of different techniques to shape, color and design their pumpkins.  One technique is called 
“marvering.”  This is when the molten glass is gathered onto a metal pipe while it is liquid hot.  It is then rolled 
on a metal table to give the project a smooth texture.  The molten glass is then rolled in fibers of colored glass.  
After the color is blended, the molten glass is cast in a mold.  Glass Casting is simply pressing it into a mold 
while in its molten state and cooling slightly.  These pumpkins were made by striking the colored molten glass 

in a mold until the curves and indents were 
formed.   
 Andrea created an adorable snowman by 
using the same marvering technique as the 
pumpkins.  Instead of using the Glass Casting 
procedure to give it shape, the snowman was 
formed using a shaping process.  Andrea moved 
the pipe back and forth against the edge of the 
work chair to allow the molten glass to stretch 
and round. When the desired length and 
roundness has been achieved then the artist uses 
a rod to form the waist of the snowman giving 
the appearance of the head and body. The top of 
the head was then dipped in black fiber glass 
(coal compound) and tweezers were used to pull 
the black part up to shape the hat.  The pumpkin 

vines and the scarf for the snowman were made by using pulling a stringer technique.   
 Vikki chose to make a red heart shaped ring holder.  As before, molten glass is gathered on a pipe, then 
rolled for smoothness.  She used gravity, tweezers, and the rod to pull and flatten the piece.  The center of the 
heart was pinched in the middle with the tweezers and slightly separated to achieve its final heart shape.  A 
base was made by placing some molten glass on a steel table, where it was rounded and flattened using a 
paddle.  The heart was then placed on top and pressed until fused.   
 Cathy’s project was a tribute to Halloween – she designed a ghost.  Like the other projects, molten glass is 
gathered, rolled for smoothness, and dipped in fiber glass.   Cathy chose white with decolorized swirls.  Once 
reheated and color swirled, the dress of the ghost is shaped by slowly twirling the molten glass while laying a 
rod lengthwise and allowing gravity to shape and form a flowing dress like appearance.  The neck is formed 

 Glass (Continued on page 13) 
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Fabulous Fish Dinners 
by Tina McCue 
 

In the fall, parishioners gathered 
around the table in the Adult 
Meeting room to share a meal; it 
was kind of fun having a sit-down 
meal in our original kitchen.  Now, 
imagine prepping for a Fish Dinner 
in that room!   

Sometimes I work on a dimmer 
switch, and the light came all the 
way on at that moment to make me 
realize that many may not know 
that the adult meeting room was our 
original kitchen.  The next time you 
are at church, peek your head in 
that room and imagine our stoves 
and fryers sitting in the space where 
that beautiful conference table now 
sits.  Our quilters made a lovely 

quilt that hangs on the wall that 
once housed the windows that we 
used to sell food from for Bingo.  
Patty Heib was among the twelve 
who gathered to dine at the table 
and she said “guess who made all 
these cabinets.”  I guessed Steve 
Millik, but I was wrong, it was her 
dad, Mr. Liepold.  It was fun to 

reminisce about how the parish 
has changed and grown over 
the past sixty years. 
 Granted, our Fish Dinners 
have expanded over the years 
and they produce needed funds 
for our parish projects. The 
spirit of the dinners remains 
true to what our foremothers 
and forefathers dreamed - 
BUILDING COMMUNITY.  

Sharing a meal is the best way to 
form community.  When the “new” 
worship space was built in 1984, it 
allowed the fish dinners to expand 
and open our doors to serve the 
wider community. 

We congratulate everyone for 
another fabulous 2024 Fish Dinner 
Season.  This labor of love takes 
many hands and hearts.  During any 
given week, we average 139 
volunteers, not to mention all who 
donated delicious desserts.  We 
served 3,793 guests during the 
seven weeks.  Your hard work and 
support from our community has 
yielded a profit of $ 26,888.69!   

I hear a voice from the past… 
“Willy the Fish sez Congratulations 
on a job well done!”   

Willie 

the Fish Sez . . . 
Congratulations on 

a job well done! 

2024 Lenten Fish Dinners Appreciation Dinner 
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WOMEN’S GUILD 

NEWSLETTER 
By Theresa Craiger 
 

Wow! What a wonderful group of 
women we had come together to 
make a difference in our parish this 
past year! The officers would like 
to thank everyone who supported 
our events throughout the year, 
Father Ryan, and members of the 
community. The Knights of 
Columbus need to be recognized 
for always being there when we 
needed them.  I call them “Our 
Knights in Shining Armor.”  A 
special thank you also goes to 
Chuck Poponak, our maintenance 
manager, for making sure we had 
anything and everything for our 
events and meetings.  
 The Women’s Guild monthly 
meetings averaged 30-35 
participants gathering together 
for fellowship and fun. Many 
more members volunteer endless 
hours at events such as:  the 
Chance Auction, Kolachi Bakes, 
Parish Christmas Dinner, Craft 
Show, receptions, and Purse 
Bingo to help raise money to 
make improvements to St. 
William Church. This year, the 

Women’s Guild was able to 
purchase a new warmer and an ice 
maker for the kitchen, donate to a 
variety of community 
organizations, contribute to the 
parking lot loan, and continue to 
care for the needs of the sanctuary.  
All of this is thanks to the support 
of our church members and the 
greater Champion community for 
taking part in the various 
fundraisers. 
 At the April meeting, Bette Loyd 
shared a presentation of her 
pilgrimage to the Holy Land. She 
shared her journey and how the 
experience changed her view of the 
Eucharist. In May, women and 
children gathered to honor our 

Blessed Virgin Mary at the Marian 
Devotion Banquet. Everyone in 
attendance enjoyed great food and 
the famous cake walk. Also in May, 
the Guild installed new officers for 
the 2024-2025 year.  The new 
officers are Theresa Craiger - 
President, Renita Mintus - Vice-
president, Pat Scanlon - Secretary, 
and Gloria Karafa - Treasurer.  
 In early June, the organizational 
committee will start planning the 
events for the upcoming 2024-2025 
year. If interested in joining a 
committee, please contact one of 
the officers or attend the first 
meeting of the year on September 4 
at 6:00 p.m. in the social hall. We 
hope to see you there! 

Knights of Columbus 
"The man who stands with us never stands alone." 
 

 The Knights of Columbus are currently 
selling Super Cash Bonanza Tickets, Gary 
Gates is the Chairman. 

 The Knights attended the Ladies Guild 
meeting on the presentation trip the Holy 
Land. 

 John K. Mahaney Champion Council 7491, 
donated $100.00 check to Catholic 
Charities, Diocese of Youngstown. Our 
Council likes to support and help others in need. 

 Cathy and Chuck Poponak were chosen to receive 
the Family of the Year Award.  Cathy is a Lector, very 
involved with the Women’s Guild, works the fish 
dinners, and always has time to help others in need. 
Chuck is the St. William Maintenance Manager. He  
works at the fish dinners, and always helps with other 
Knights of Columbus projects.  They are devoted to 

their family, their church and are 
friends to all. 
 Brian McCue was chosen Knight 
of the Year.  Brian was a Grand 
Knight for several years, he is 
always available to assist with 
Knights projects. Brian is a Cantor 
at weekend Mass. We are proud to 
call him Brother Knight. 
 Kayla Haynie was chosen Youth 
of the Year.  She has been active in 
St. William Youth Ministry for 4 

years, working fish dinners, helping to paint pumpkins 
for elderly, helping with the Senior Pasta Dinners, 
working Craft Shows, and making gift bags for 
younger classes. She was chosen to be Student of the 
Month at Champion High School, has had a 4.0 GPA 
all four years of high school, is very active at school, 

Knights (Continued on page 12) 
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Adult Faith Formation 
 

At our recent parish retreat, Sacred Ordinary 
Day, we took a glimpse into Ignatian 
Spirituality.  Saint Ignatius suggest that we 
ask ourselves three questions: 
 What have I done for Christ?  
 What am I doing for Christ? 
 What ought I do for Christ? 

As individuals and as a parish family, 
we can answer these questions through 
prayer and taking a good look at how we 
live as men and women for Christ.  This is 
exactly what Bishop Bonnar is asking us to do during 
this year of Eucharistic Revival. 

Becoming Eucharistic People, The Hope and 
Promise of Parish Life, by Timothy P. O’Malley helps 
us walk through four essential dimensions of being a 
Eucharistic People.  In our parish prayer, we ask God 
to “continue to form us in your body, centered in your 
Eucharist.”  We pray that becoming a Eucharistic 

people will help us to be formed as a 
Eucharistic people.   
 Ave Maria Press states: “We can’t 
just talk about Christ’s presence in the 
Eucharist; we have 
to believe it, celebrate it, and live it both 
individually and as a community of the 
faithful. We must cultivate a culture in 
our parishes that treats Real Presence not 
only as an important Catholic doctrine, 
but also as the most important part of 
parish identity.” 
 Two hundred parishioners have 

Becoming Eucharistic People in their homes.  Some 
have signed up to talk with their fellow parishioners in 
small faith sharing communities, but most will 
probably read and contemplate the book in the quiet 
peace of our homes.  As you make your way through 
Becoming Eucharistic People, concentrate on how 

  Faith Formation (Continued on page 13) 

WOMEN’S GUILD 
VISITS THE RHODA 
WISE HOUSE 
by Cathy Poponak 
 

Rhoda Wise (February 22, 1888 – 
July 7, 1948) was an American 
Catholic stigmatic and mystic from 
Canton, Ohio.   Between 1939 and 
her death in 1948, Wise reported 
seeing regular visions of Jesus 
Christ and Saint Thérèse of Lisieux 
in her Canton home. Wise has been 
associated with a number of sudden 
and unexplained healings, including 
the healing of a doubting 
neighborhood girl named Rita 
Rizzo from a painful stomach 
ailment.   Under Wise's mentorship, 
Rita Rizzo eventually became a nun 
(Mother Angelica) and the founder 
of the Catholic television network; 
EWTN, the largest religious media 
network in the world. 
 After Bishop George Murry 
conducted an investigation into the 
life and writings of Rhoda Wise, he 
declared her a Servant of God.  A 
formal Diocesan inquiry has been 
launched to determine whether she 
may be beatified and ultimately 

canonized as a saint.  Bishop David 
Bonnar encourages all Catholics in 
the Youngstown Diocese to visit 
her home. 
 Members of our Women’s Guild 
visited her home last autumn which 
is open to the public Monday 
through Friday 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 
p.m. and 11:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. on 
the first Saturday of the month.  We 
took turns silently praying in her 
tiny bedroom where Jesus visited 
her, and said the rosary together.  

Before leaving we lit candles in the 
grotto located behind her humble 
home. 
  Afterward our group met at the 
Twisted Olive Italian American 
Kitchen to relax and socialize over 
lunch.  Owned and operated by 
Gervasi Vineyard, the venue is set 
on 10 acres of land and is the 
former summer home of the Belden 
family.  Great food, wine and 
friends, it was a perfect ending to 
the day. 
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St. Kateri Tekakwitha 
by Therese Tuttle 
 

 St. Kateri  
 Native American 
 Born 1656 ~ Died April 17, 1680 
Feast Day: July 14 
 
St. Kateri, daughter of 
Kenneronkwa, a Mohawk chief, 
and Kahenta, an Algonquin woman, 
is the first Native American woman 
to be declared a saint in the 
Catholic Church.  Born 
around 1656 in the 
Mohawk village of 
Ossermenon, in present 
day New York State, she 
was given the name 
Kateri Tekakwitha 
(pronounced [‘gaderi 
dega’gwita]), which 
translates to “she who 
bumps into things.”  
Kateri’s mother was 
baptized Catholic and 
educated by French 
missionaries in Trois-
Rivieres, east of 
Montreal. During the 
smallpox epidemic in the 
1650s, Kateri contracted 
smallpox at the age of 
four leaving her face horribly 
scarred and her eyesight impaired.  
Her parents and brother died during 
the epidemic. She was adopted by 
her father’s sister and her husband, 
a chief of the Turtle Clan.   
 Kateri grew up during great 
upheaval as the Mohawk interacted 
with the French and Dutch 
colonists competing in the lucrative 
fur trade.  Trying to make inroads 
in the Iroquois territory, the French 
attacked the Mohawk and burned 
their villages.  At age ten, she fled 
with her adopted family.  Because 
of defeat by French forces, the 
Mohawk accepted a peace treaty 
that required them to tolerate Jesuit 
missionaries in the villages. In 
1667, when Kateri was 11 years 
old, she met the Jesuit missionaries 
Jacques Fremin, Jacques Bryas, and 
Jean Pierron. Her uncle opposed 

any contact with them because he 
did not want her to convert to 
Christianity.  One of his biological 
daughters had already converted to 
Catholicism.   
 Two years later at the age of 13, 
several hundred Mohawk warriors 
launched an attack on 
Caughnawaga Indian Village.  
Kateri, with the other girls of their 
village, helped priest Jean Pierron 
tend to the wounded, bury the dead, 

and carry food and 
water to the 
injured.  At 
seventeen, 
Kateri’s adopted 
mother and an 
aunt attempted to 
arrange a marriage 
between her and a 
young warrior.  
Kateri wanted 
nothing to do with 
marriage and 
escaped to the 
woods.  
Eventually her 
adopted mother 
and aunt gave up.   
 In the spring of 
1674, age 19, 
Kateri met a Jesuit 

priest, Jacques de Lamberville, who 
was visiting her village.  In the 
presence of the tribe, she told her 
story and her wish to become a 
Christian.  There were many who 
criticized her decision and some 
who became abusive toward her. 
She converted to Catholicism on 
Easter Sunday, taking the baptized 
name of Catherine after St. 
Catherine of Siena, and was 
informally known as “Lily of the 
Mohawks.” 
 It was said that Kateri put thorns 
on her sleeping mat and laid on 
them while praying for her family’s 
conversion and forgiveness. She 
took a vow of perpetual virginity 
(the first Iroquois virgin) and 
consecrated herself entirely to 
Jesus.  She left her village, and 
moved to the Jesuit mission village 
of Kahnawake, for the remaining 

five years of her life. Around Holy 
Week of 1680, Kateri’s health 
began to fade.  Knowing she only 
had a few hours left, villagers 
gathered, accompanied by priests 
Chauchetiere and Cholenic, who 
later provided the last rites.  St. 
Kateri died at around 3:00 p.m. on 
Holy Wednesday, April 17, 1680, at 
the age of 24, in the arms of her 
friend Marie-Therese.  Priest 
Chauchetiere reported her final 
words: “Jesus, Mary, I love you.”  
After her death, the people noticed 
a physical change; her scarring 
disappeared.  She was beatified in 
1980 by Pope John Paul II and 
canonized by Pope Benedict XVI at 
Saint Peter’s Basilica on October 
21, 2012.  We celebrate her feast 
day on July 14. 
 Interestingly, in 2021, on Easter 
Sunday, the only Catholic Church 
at St. Theresa Point in Northern 
Manitoba, Canada, burned down.  
The only things that survived were 
an image of St, Kateri, almost 
completely intact and a statue of the 
Virgin Mary. 

The APA Dictionary of 
Psychology describes resilience as 
the process and outcome of 
successfully adapting to difficult or 
challenging life experiences, 
especially through mental, 
emotional, and behavioral 
flexibility and adjustment to 
external and internal demands.  

I am so proud to be a member of 
parish that is successfully adapting 
to change.  Like the willow tree, we 
bend and sway but remain strong 
because we are firmly rooted in our 
love for Jesus Christ.  Let’s keep 
adjusting to external demands that 
challenge us and internal demands 
that we now face.  Let us always 
remember that the body of Christ 
that is Saint William Parish is 
called “to be a light to each other 
and to the world!” 

(Continued from page 3) Resilience 
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LITURGICAL LIVING 
THE SOLEMNITY OF THE SACRED HEART OF JESUS 
by  Sarah Boyle 
 

Liturgical living in the Catholic faith involves aligning 
one's daily life with the seasons of the liturgical 
calendar. It is a way of integrating faith into everyday 
activities, creating a sense of sacredness and 

connection to the Church's 
traditions. I have been 
Catholic my entire life. 
Growing up we always 
celebrated the major holidays 
and attended Mass every 
week. However, it wasn’t 
until a few years ago that I 
really dove into living my 
faith daily. As my son Henry 
will say, “There is a feast 
day to celebrate every day!” 
And he is right! There are so 

many beautiful days to observe 
in the church. The surplus of 
feast days also makes it 
exciting and engaging for my 
children to learn about the 

Catholic faith.  
 One of our favorite days to 

celebrate in the summer is the 
Solemnity of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. It focuses on 
the physical heart of Jesus as a symbol for His divine 
love and compassion for humanity. It is depicted with 
flames representing that Jesus’ heart burns with love 
for all of humanity, a cross that symbolizes His 
ultimate sacrifice for us, thorns showing His suffering 
and agony of His passion, and wound with blood 

exemplifying His blood shed for us. The Sacred Heart 
of Jesus was revealed to St. Margaret Mary Alacoque, 
a French nun, in the 17th Century through a series of 
visions. Jesus appeared to her, revealing His Sacred 
Heart and expressing His desire for devotion to it to 
spread His love and mercy to the world. The Sacred 

Heart of Jesus is 
celebrated the Friday 
after the Octave of 
Corpus Christi. This 
year it will be celebrated 
on June 7, 2024.  
  For the past couple 
years, I have made an 
easy Sacred Heart of 
Jesus treat with 
strawberries, pineapple, 
and sprinkles. While 
sitting together, 
enjoying our snack, it 
provides a fun and 
tactile way for my 
children to listen and 
learn about Jesus’ 
Scared Heart and 
infinite love for us. 
Another way to honor 
Jesus’ Sacred Heart is 
the First Friday 
Devotion. This 

involves attending Mass and receiving Holy 
Communion on the first Friday of every month for 
nine consecutive months, with the intention of 
offering reparation for offenses against Jesus' Sacred 
Heart and for the conversion of sinners.  

Living out our Catholic faith daily is not just a 
commitment but a 
profound way of life. As 
I continue to learn and 
grow in my faith, I have 
developed a burning 
desire for Christ and 
eternal life. Liturgical 
living has ignited that 
fire within me, and I 
hope to instill that desire 
in my children. So, 
here’s to the many 
celebrations Christ has 
given us as we journey 
through this life with our 
eyes focused upward to 
the next.  
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them to the Animal Welfare 
League.  While the three healthy 
kittens could be on a ‘kitty 
calendar,’ my mom had gotten quite 
attached to the runt…and had told 
the Animal Welfare League that she 
would like to adopt it.  The 
veterinarian could not 
promise the ‘runt’ kitty 
would be in good enough 
health to get adopted, but he 
would keep our family 
posted. Eventually, the ‘runt’ 
was declared healthy enough 
and our family began the 
adoption process by 
fostering her. She had to be a 
certain weight before the actual 
adoption could happen. Little by 
little she finally met the required 
weight and we completed the 
adoption.  Ellie was now a member 
of our family and our family of cats 
… Prince, Izzy, Lucy … and now 
Ellie! 
 I don’t think any cats can be 
more loving than ours!  So, when 
Ellie went missing the second week 

in December, everyone was 
devastated!  We all knew she never 
wanted to go outside! Yet we all 
looked outside and 
EVERYWHERE inside… even 
Papa and Grammy! Every corner of 
our two-story house was gone over 
from the basement to the upstairs … 
closets, rafters, ductwork! Not once 

or twice … but over and over and 
over … for twelve days!  Nothing!  
I talked about Ellie when I spent the 
night with Grammy.  I said she was 
too young to die!  She didn’t even 
get to spend one Christmas with us!   
 We could not imagine where she 
could have gone. The garage had 
also been checked. There is a door 
from the garage into the kitchen. 
One side of the garage stored a 

number of totes and other items. 
The search continued every day by 
someone. Then one cold night when 
mom and dad were taking Ty to 
soccer, mom noticed what she 
thought was cat poo in the garage.  
When they got back from soccer, 
mom put a dish of food and water 
on the steps from the garage into the 

kitchen. She went out a little 
while later to check to see if 
any of the food was eaten 
and saw a tail between 
several of the totes. 
Ellie!!!!!!!!  So hard to 
believe after 12 days … she 
had been so close!  How did 
she survive without food and 
water!? You can only 

imagine the tears of joy and 
thanksgiving from EVERYONE!  
Because the timing of finding her 
(the week of Christmas), we call it a 
Christmas Miracle!!! 
 Today, she will scamper away 
from a door going outside!  Earlier 
in this story I said how much our 
cats are loved, they get even more 
love now!! 

(Continued from page 1) Cat 

Superior Honor Roll - 4 years, Champion Teens Care - 
4 years. The Knights of Columbus are so proud of 
Kayla and all she does for so many people of the 
community. 

 Donated $500.00 to Seminarian collection at our April 
17 meeting. 

 Donated $500.00 to the Bella Center for Women. 
 Served and cleaned up for the Annual Marian Devotion 

Prayer Service Banquet and Cake Walk on May 
5.  This is an activity we take part in every year and we 
really enjoy doing this for the families that attend each 
year. 

 Assisted with the Women’s Guild Purse Bingo dinner 
for event attendees.  Our Council received a check for 
$500.00 from the Women’s Guild.  We will use the 
money for a possible donation to Champion Sheltered 
Workshop. 

 

If you ever wondered what the Knights of Columbus do 
and how they serve the church and its’ people, we would 
be glad to share information about us and our 82 
members.  Please do not hesitate to call, email, or just 

stop by one of our meetings.  We meet the first and 
second Wednesday of each month.   
 

Grand Knight- Keith E. Bowser 
Email - keithbowser327@aol.com 
Home Phone - 330-847-0747  
Cell Phone - 330-978-1462 

(Continued from page 8) Knights 

mailto:keithbowser327@aol.com
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New Parish Directory 
 
The parish directory 
has been sent to the 
printer.  Look for it 
to arrive sometime 
in late June.  
Everyone that had 
their pictures taken 
in November are 
entitled to a copy.  
Once the new 
directories have 
been received they 
will be made 
available after 
weekend Mass.  
Here is a preview of 
the cover: 

well you as an 
individual, and we as 
a parish, fulfill these 
essential dimensions: 
 liturgies of joyful 

reverence that 
celebrate the gifts 
of diversity; 

 formation that engages the mind, 
imagination, understanding, and will; 

 a rich life of popular piety and the vibrancy 
of the domestic Church; and 

 a commitment to solidarity with your 
neighbor. 

 

Watch the bulletin for ways in which you 
can dive deeper into the book and share your 
thoughts with others.  Together, we can answer 
the question, “What ought I do for Christ.”   

(Continued from page 9) Faith Formation  

the same way as the waist of the 
snowman.   
 Patti, Tina, and Therese designed 
business card holders. Molten glass 
is gathered, rolled and dipped in 
color of choice.  The business card 
holders were shaped by letting 
gravity pull the molten glass down 
while we turned the rod back and 
forth to lengthen and stretch the 
glass.  Once the desired size and 
roundness was obtained, we used 
the paddle to flatten the glass. The 
bend in the project was obtained by 
placing a rod in the middle of the 
flat rounded object and allowing 
gravity again to pull the glass down, 
using paddles to assist in this 
process.  Once the curve was 
achieved tweezers were used to pull 
one side up higher than the other 
and shape to a point.  A base was 
made, and the card holder was 
fused with the base.   
 Melanie took a different 
approach to her project - she 
designed a wine glass.  An 
instructor used a blow pipe to blow 
air into the piece to give it its 
rounded hollow shape.  This 

technique is called “hollow work.”  
Throughout, the piece was reheated 
and shaped until the wine glass took 
its final shape and size.  Paddles 
were used to flatten the bottom and 
the rim.   
 The final project for the evening 
was Renita’s red bird.  The body 
was shaped by rolling the molten 
glass back and 
forth to give it a 
round thickness to 
the piece.  A rod 
was placed toward 
the top to give the 
body a defined 
contour which 
became the bird’s 
head. Once the 
head was rounded, 

tweezers were used to pull up the 
head and tail feathers.  The 
snowman’s face and the bird’s eyes 
were decorated with dots of glass. 
 The final step is the “annealing” 

process.  Annealing is the process 
of slowly cooling down your glass 
art until the piece reaches its “stress 
relief point. The temperature of the 
cooling down kiln is held at 1050 
degrees Fahrenheit and cooled 
down at 1 or 2 degrees a minute.  
 Soda-lime glass is the most 
popular type of glass and also the 

original formula used in 
traditional Venetian 
glass.  The glass fibers 
used to color our 
projects were of this 
type of glass, infused 
with a chemical 
compound to give it its 
color.  The molten glass 
used is a very hard glass 
called Borosilicate. 
Pyrex is the most used 
borosilicate glass. A 

furnace or a kiln is used to heat the 
glass to a temperature of around 
2,000 Fahrenheit so that it remains 
in a malleable state. Glass art is a 
challenging craft that requires 
patience, skill and knowledge.  We 
had a wonderful time that evening 
and came away with a new respect 
for those who create beautiful 
artwork. 

(Continued from page 5) Glass 
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Homemade Salad Dressing 
 

Like Salad with a great dressing?  Thirty years 
ago, a dear friend gave me a recipe for a sweet/
sour dressing and it has been MY dressing ever 
since!          ~Linda Horm 
 

½ cup vegetable oil 
½ cup sugar (can use less) 
⅓ cup apple cider vinegar  
2 tsp onion flakes 
½ tsp salt 
1 tsp celery seed 
2 tbsp yellow mustard 
 

Shake well and enjoy with your favorite mixture 
of vegetables and/or fruits and ‘greens’! 

 

RUMMAGE SALE 
 

August 1 & 2 ~ 9 a.m. – 7 p.m. 
August 3 ~ 8 a.m. – 12:00 noon 

Set up begins: 
July 27 & 28 ~ 12:00 p.m.-3:00 p.m. 
July 29 & 30 ~ 9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. 
No drop offs will be accepted on Wednesday, July 31 
Once again we cannot accept computer monitors, 
appliances, or large heavy furniture.   

 

PARISH PICNIC 
 

August 11 - 12:00 noon 
Come join your church family for food, fun, 
and games!  Menu: hot dogs, hamburgers, 
baked beans, corn on the cob, chips, watermel-
on, beverages, ice cream 

Secret Prayer Partners Reveal “Project Time!” 
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Prayer Partner Reveal 
by Melanie Zappia 

 
It is hard to believe that this PSR 
year has already come to an end. 
We had a wonderful year full of 
learning and growing with God and 
each other. As we have in years 
past, students, teachers, and 
parishioners participated in another 
amazing Secret Prayer Partner 
reveal on March 17. This year’s 
reveal was extra exciting because it 
was Father Ryan’s first time 
participating in this program. When 
I tell you that the thrill of the reveal 
never gets old, I am not 
exaggerating. For me, it’s always so 
special to see the anticipation as 
both our young students and our 
long-time parishioners bridge the 

generational gap to make new 
friends.  
 On the day of the reveal, all 
participants in the prayer partner 
program gathered in the worship 
area. The energy was exceptionally 
elevated this year. Once all the 
partners were paired, it was hard to 
deny the beauty of this remarkable 
experience. When the partners 
finished with the introductions, we 
gathered in front of the altar for a 
group picture and then moved to 
the social hall to share a meal. The 
adult prayer partners sat with their 
student partners and the student’s 
family. At some point, each student 
and partner were guided to an art 
station to leave a painted 
thumbprint on a beautiful banner 
that will be displayed in the parish. 

 After the meal, the students 
gathered to watch a short movie, 
while the parents and partners had a 
brief meeting. Next, all attendees 
moved to the classrooms to 
complete a special project together 
where each adult and child prayer 
partner decorated a flowerpot and 
planted a Shamrock bulb. Each 
plant was accompanied by a 
crucifix charm, a prayer, and 
instructions to care for the plant. 
Doing this project together gave the 
students and their families the 
opportunity to get to know their 
prayer partner even better.   
 As the day ended, and we went 
our separate ways, I left with such a 
feeling of pride.  Just like the tiny 
Shamrock bulbs we planted, the 
Prayer Partner program began from 

a small idea the teachers 
discussed in a PSR 
meeting and look how 
much that idea has 
grown!  Thank you to all 
the PSR teachers, parents, 
students, prayer partners, 
teens, and volunteers that 
made this such a 
successful event.  God 
Bless you all!  

 
PS – I was delighted to 
have a picture taken with 
my current prayer partner 
and two of my past prayer 

partners.   
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Upcoming Events at a Glance 
 

 

June 5:  K of C “Grill-o-Cheer” Raffle Drawing 

June 10-14:  Vacation Bible School 

June 25:  St. William Feast Day 

June 11 & 18:  Summer Series on the Sacraments I 

July 9 & 16:  Summer Series on the Sacraments II 

July 22, 23, & 24:  3 Day Mission “Unpacking the Eucharist” 

August 1, 2, & 3:  WG Rummage Sale 

August 11:  St. William Parish Picnic 12:00 noon 

August 13 & 20:  Summer Series on the Sacraments III 

 


