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Welcome New Faces! 
NEW PARISH LEADERSHI P MODEL BEGINS MAY 1 5, 2023  
 

Welcome Father Ryan Furlong and Father Chad Johnson 
The diocese continues to deal with the shortage of priests, while also desiring to support our parishes as they live 
missionary discipleship in new ways.  Throughout the diocese, priests are serving multiple parishes.  This regional 
model for ministry not only helps to navigate the priest shortage, it also allows for a more vibrant experience for 
parish life sharing our gifts and strengths across parishes.  Part of the regionalization plan calls for the 
collaboration of the three parishes in northern Trumbull County ï Saint Robert Bellarmine Parish, Saint Thomas 
the Apostle Parish and Saint William Parish beginning in July.  The three parishes will be served by two priests ï 
Rev. Ryan Furlong and Rev. Chad Johnson.  We welcome our new Pastor and Parochial Vicar! 

REV. CHAD JOHNSON  
 

Rev. Chad Johnson was 
born and raised in Canton 
and is the oldest of 8 

children.  His home parish is 
Saint Peter in Canton.  He 
attended the parish 

elementary school and 
graduated from Saint 
Thomas Aquinas High 

School in 2007.  After 
studying theology at Walsh 
University, he began his 

formation for priesthood at 
Mount Saint Mary Seminary in 2015 and was ordained 
in 2021.  He has spent the last two years at University 
Parish Newman Center and Saint Patrick Parish in 

Kent as Parochial Vicar (associate pastor).  He is also 
the Director of Vocations for the Diocese of 
Youngstown.  He has enjoyed working with and 

accompanying young college-aged men and women as 
they seek to hear the voice of God in their lives.  In his 
free time, he enjoys spending time with his friends and 

family.  He is a fan of the works and the world of 

Johnson (Continued on page 4) 

REV. RYAN FURLONG  
 

Rev. Ryan Furlong is the 
new pastor of Saint William 
Parish!  He was born in 

Youngstown, Ohio on 
August 4, 1982, and grew up 
at Saint Luke Parish in 

Boardman and Saint 
Dominic Parish in 
Youngstown.  He graduated 

from Boardman High School 
in 2001 and attended 
Youngstown State 

University, graduating in 
2006 with a Bachelor of Science Degree in Education.  
From 2006 to 2013, he worked in sales and as a full-
time social studies teacher at Youngstown City and 

Austintown school districts.  In 2013, he entered 
Mount Saint Mary Seminary in Cincinnati and was 
ordained on August 8, 2020.  He served as Associate 

Pastor of Saint Charles Borromeo Parish in Boardman 
from 2020-2022 and was then appointed pastor of Saint 
Thomas the Apostle Parish in Vienna.  He also serves 

as the Diocesan Director of Youth and Young Adult 

Furlong (Continued on page 4) 
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Growing up I remember one of the Saturday night television 
staples was the Carol Burnett Show.  Each week the show featured 
comedy sketches, musical numbers, and movie spoofs.  At the end of 
the show, Carol would always sing a familiar song to sign off while 
having her guests sign her autograph book.  The song started with: 

 éIôm so glad we had this time togetheré 
On May 15th I will complete my time as pastor of Saint William 

Parish as I begin full-time ministry at the Central Offices of the 
Diocese as Vicar for Clergy and Director of the Office of Worship.  
These two positions I have had for the past few years (Vicar for Clergy 
ï 2 years and Director, Office of Worship ï 11 years) in addition to my 
responsibilities as pastor of the parish (15 years).  I am grateful and 
humbled by the trust and confidence Bishop Bonnar has placed in me 
in asking me to take on this full-time position.  I am also most thankful 
for the time I have shared with all of you as pastor.  This is the longest I 
have stayed at one parish and I have thoroughly enjoyed my time here.  
As I have said very often, ñSaint William is a special place with very 
special people.ò 

 éjust to have a laugh or sing a songé 
Over the past 15 years there have been many laughs and songs 

shared!  I recall with fondness the many themed Parish Appreciation 
nights, our 50th Anniversary year, the yearly Fish Dinners, Trunk, and 
Rummage Sales, and our Parish Picnics along with the usual monthly 
meetings, gatherings, and events.  Always filled with laughter and good 
times, these events manifest what our faith and parish is all about ï the 
missionary discipleship of Jesus Christ!  But most importantly has been 
our weekly gathering for Mass offering praise and worship to God.  
Often many have told me, when on occasion they have attended Mass 
elsewhere, they come back saying, ñit just wasnôt the same!ò and it 
isnôt.  Our welcoming and engaging spirit is a unique hallmark of our 
parishéhow blessed and fortunate we are! 

 éseems we just get startedé 
A lot has happened in the last 15 years ï remodeled restrooms, 

new carpeting and flooring, a new belltower and office building, an 
expanded kitchen, new lighting and sound, demolition of the old office 
house, a new altar, pulpit, and chairs, and finally, a new parking lot in 
early May!  The projects never seem to end along with the enthusiasm, 
dedication, commitment, and faith of our parishioners.  We get things 

accomplished, we complete our tasks, and we 
make our dreams come true!  I am proud to 
leave our parish in a healthy financial 
position, our building and property in good 
condition, and our spirit strong.  Our parish is 
vibrant and alive with drive and zeal and for 
all this and all that has been accomplishedé
let us give thanks! 
 éand before you know it, comes the time 
we have to say ñso longòé  

A piece of good news is that, although I am 
ending my term as pastor, I will remain living 
at the residence on the property.  So, in a 
sense itôs not so much ñgood-byeò as it is ñso 

(Continued on page 3) 

éFROM THE PASTOR 
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Fr. Balash 

long.ò  I would like to express a word of thanks and appreciation for all your kindness and support given to me 
over the last 15 years.  So many wonderful and exciting things have happened because of you!  I am pleased to turn 
the parish over to your new pastor, Father Ryan Furlong, and new parochial vicar, Father Chad Johnson, and I am 
confident that they will continue all the good things happening at 
Saint William.  As for me, I ask for your prayers as I begin my 
expanded ministry at the Diocese and be assured that I will continue 
to keep all of you in my prayers daily. 

At the end of the song, Carol Burnett would tug on her ear to 
let her grandmother 
know that all was fine 
and well.  As I come to 
the end of my time as 
pastor at Saint William 
let me tug on my ear 
and say to all of you 
with sincere and heart-
felt gratitudeé.thank 
you for the past 15 
years and may God 
bless you, your family, 
and Saint William 
Parishéall is fine and 
well! 

(Continued from page 2) 
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PARKING  LOT PROJECT  
 

Our new Parking Lot Project began May 8, 
2023, includes new lighting, curbing, 
landscaping, and pavement.  The work is being 
done by Miller-Yount Paving in consultation 
with Phillips-Sekanick Architects.  The 
$300,000.00 project is made possible through 
previous Fish Dinner proceeds, the Power-Up 
Capital Campaign, and the recent Super 
Bonanza Cash Raffle.  Thank you for all your 
support! 

PROSPER  THE  WORK  

OF OUR HANDS 
by Tina McCue 
 

ñFor I know well the plans I have in mind for youð
oracle of the LORDðplans for your welfare and not 
for woe, so as to give you a future of hope.ò  Jeremiah 
29:11 
 A future of hopeé
these are words that I 
cling to when faced 
with any type of 
change.  Changes in 
life such as my 
children going off to 
the military or college, 
my parents making 
their journey to 
heaven, family 
members moving away, or my beloved 
pastor receiving a new assignment.  I have 
been down these roads many times, and 
while I may feel apprehensive about the 
journey, I forge ahead with sure knowledge 
that God plans for me a future of hope! 
 In a few weeks we will say farewell to 
our beloved Father Balash and welcome 
Father Furlong and Father Johnson.  Many 
of us have been down this road before.  My heart goes 
out to our families with young children, for I 
remember how I felt when I was a child and heard my 
beloved pastor, Father McCarthy, announce that the 
bishop asked him to move on. Gosh, my sisters and I 
cried and cried!  I remember as a young adult, newly 

married, how devastated I was that our beloved Father 
Crumbley would not be our pastor to baptize our first 
child.  I remember how my children felt when our 
beloved Father Mike shared with us that it was time 
for him to retire, for he baptized each of our children 
and was such a major part of our life.  I could not 
wrap my head around the fact that our youngest child 
would receive the Sacraments of Reconciliation 
and First Communion from ñthe new priest.ò  We 
went through the same emotions when our 
beloved Sister Jean, Sister Yvonne and Sister 
Mary Cora were reassigned.   
 At times like this, I am reminded of how 
blessed I am to have grown up at Saint William 
Parish.  I learned from my parents and so many 
faithful parishioners how to open my arms and 

heart to whomever God called to 
be our shepherd.  These holy men 
and women have shaped my life 
and have shaped the life of our 
parish.  Their unique gifts have 
contributed to our prosperity.  
Their love of Christ has ensured 
that we remain a light to each 
other and to the world.   
 Father Balash has been a 
faithful shepherd, mentor, and 
friend.  I will remain ever 

thankful to him for encouraging me to pursue my 
dream of parish ministry and then actually hiring me 
as part of your parish staff.  As I prepare my heart to 
bid him farewell, I also look with joy and hope to 
what the future holds with our new shepherds.  May 
God continue to prosper the work of our hands.  

Ministry, Chaplain at John F. Kennedy Catholic School 
(Upper Campus) and is a member of the Priest Council.  
His interests include reading, especially sports related 

subjects, movies, music, and history.  He also enjoys 
getting together with friends for coffee or dinner, as well 
as spending time with family.      

(Continued from page 1)  Furlong 

J.R.R. Tolkien, and the Cleveland Guardians and 
Cleveland Browns.  He is usually accompanied by Toby, 
his year-and-a-half old Bernedoodle, who is extremely 

excited to meet everyone.  He is looking forward to 
meeting all of you as we continue the journey of faith 
together. Fr. Johnson considers it an honor to be assigned 

to serve at Saint William Parish, Saint Robert Bellarmine 
and Saint Thomas the Apostle parishes.  

(Continued from page 1) Johnson 
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N  P  
 

The Edwards Family 
Charles & Gloria 

 

Christine Cialkowski 
 

Lindsay Dedek 
 

The Gargas Family 
Tim & Janice 

 

Robert Kent 
 

Lorena Schroeder 
 

Christa Grabowski 
 

Jean Japuncha 
 

I  M  
 

Mary Louise Badanjek  1935-2022 

Anthony Marando  1935-2022 

Adrian Hovanic  1932-2022 

Barb Bailey  1948-2022 

Gregory Kovach  1956-2022 

Alan Herrmann  1942-2022 

Delores Huncherek  1930-2022 

Yvonne Vastag  1947-2023 

Amelia Knapick  1930-2023 

Shirley Maichrowicz  1932-2023 

Edward Radnothy  1935-2023 

Brianna Heib  1988-2022 

Carol Hovanic  1933-2023 

Hubert McKenney  1931--2023 

 

Our Family News 
Is published on the first Monday after the first full weekend in May, 

and November of every year. Articles and submissions are due three 

weeks before the publish date.  Parish organizations are encouraged to 

participate and submit materials for publication.  Contact the editors or 

publisher for more information. 

Publisher:  Dan Robinson ~  drobinson@stwilliamchampion.org 

Reporters  and Photographers of all ages are needed!  No writing 

experience needed. 

PSR NEWS 
by Carol Timko 
 

We welcomed two second 
graders to the Lordôs table 
on April 23, 2023, for their 
First Holy Communion. 
Congratulations to Lily 
Johnson and Brooke 
Schwartz (pictured right)  
In preparation, on 
Saturday, April 15 our First 
Communion class along 
with their families and 
teachers came together for 
a Jesus Day Retreat. The 
retreat began with a prayer 
service followed by a 
snack, the children and 
their teachers participated 
in a short play from their 
First Communion lessons 
while their parents had a 
parent meeting with Tina 
McCue. The communicants 
and their families made 
First Communion banners with their names and symbols such as 
the cup and grapes for First Communion Day. We read the book 
ñThe Weight of A Massò by Josephine Nobisso, followed by the 
5:00 p.m. Mass and shared in a delicious dinner together to 
conclude a fun and 
informative day. 

 In other news, 
PSR classes will 
resume in 
September with a 
new time.  More 
information will be 
sent out during the 
summer, including registration information.  

 PSR will be looking for several parishioners to teach in the 
upcoming year. Please contact Carol Timko 
(ctimko@stwilliamchampion.org) if you are interested or would 
like more information about this important ministry. 

FIRST  COMMUNION  2023  
 

Congratulations to: 
Lily Johnson 
Brooke Schwartz 
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St. William was 
born 1085 in 
Vercelli, Italy to 
noble and wealthy 
parents. At a very young age St. William 
renounced the world and became a 
hermit. He built his first hermitôs hut on 
Monte Solicoli and then went to Monte 
Vergine ñMount of the Virgin.ò Many 
were attracted to his life of sanctity and 
the many miracles he performed.  A 
community was formed, and he became 
the first Abbot of a church to Our Lady. 
By 1119 his followers were united in the 
Benedictine congregation, the Hermits 
of Monte Vergine (Williamites).  After a 
while, the monks began to complain that 
St. Williamôs leadership was too strict. 
He left Monte Vergine.  The 
congregation of Monte Vergine was 
dissolved, and the monastery was given to the 
Benedictines of Monte Cassino.  Benedictines are 

known to wear black 
but the Benedictines of 
Monte Vergine 
honored St. William by 

wearing the white habits of the order he 
founded. Monks of Monte Vergine led 
a life of penance and austerity.  A 
recorded fact is that monks in the 
monastery were not permitted to eat 
meat, eggs, milk, or cheese.  If 
someone violated this regulation, storm 
clouds would appear, and lightning 
would destroy said foods. There are 
records of similar events happening at 
other monasteries St. William 
founded.  After leaving Monte Vergine, 
St William founded a new hermitage on 
Monte Laceno in Southern Italy.  He 
founded other monasteries throughout 
Naples and became an adviser to King 

Roger I of Naples.  St. William died at Guglietto on 
June 25, 1142, his Feast day  

SAINTS  OF THE  TRUMBULL  NORTH  CATHOLIC  COMMUNITY  
by Therese Tuttle 

SAINT  WILLIAM  OF VERCELLI  
Patron Saint of St. William Parish 

R.C.I.A. 2023  
Mrs. DarLena Tuttle Make -a-Difference Day 2023  
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MUSIC MINISTRY  
by Pat Maciejewski 
 

What a joyous time of year ï Spring!  
The Alleluiaôs of Easter Sunday 
continue to ring and fill our hearts 
with joy.  As Bob Hurd puts it in his 
OCP 2020 song, Alleluia! He Is 
Risen, ñour hearts are ablaze with 
your Spirit; may we live the risen life.  
Let us serve one another.  Make us 
sacraments of your love, O Christ.ò   

The youth of Saint William did just that on Easter 
Sunday with their participation in the Easter entrance 
procession and their music preparation and singing for 
Mass.  Thank you to the parents of these children for 
instilling in them service and ministry!  Pictured are: 
Avery McClusky, Kaidan Horm, Mia Mackiewicz, 
Veronika Joseph, and visitor Magnolia Farley.  It 
makes our hearts ablaze with Christôs Spirit to hear 
these wonderful voices.  The youth also sang two 
selections entitled: ñJesus Is Risen From the Graveò 
and ñOh, How Good Is Jesus Christ!ò partly sung in 
Spanish.   

Our Easter liturgies would not be complete without 
the participation of all our cantors, adult choir, folk 
group, and instrumentalists. Many of them have shared 
their talents at our holy celebrations for many years and 
we continue to be blessed by their dedication and 
service to our community. 

Our prayers and good wishes are for Father Michael 
Balash as he moves forward in his ministry at the 
Diocese.  St. William Music Ministry has learned a 
great deal from you about celebrating and singing good 
liturgy! Thank you for being a true pastoral presence in 
our parish community.   

We welcome Father Ryan Furlong and Father Chad 
Johnson to our parish as Shepherds of the Trumbull 
North Catholic Community.  We look to your future 
leadership to guide us and continue to fill us with the 
love of Christ as we serve one another with joy.  Let us 
enjoy our summer with rest and relaxation!   

 Blessed Mary, pray for us! Saint Joseph, pray for us!  
St. Thomas the Apostle, pray for us, St. Robert, pray 
for us! St. William, pray for us! 

SUMMER  BOOK  

DISCUSSION  
by Cathy Poponak 
 

A great book has the power to take us 
to places other than where we are 
physically.   So, at the same time 
some of our fellow parishioners are 
touring the Emerald Isle in June, the 
rest of us can escape to Ireland while 
reading Seamas OôReillyôs memoir 
ñDid Ye Hear Mammy Died?ò  An 
instant best seller in Ireland, and one 
of NPRôs best books of the year, 
ñDid Ye Hear Mammy Died?ò is a 
book about an Irish Catholic  family 
of loud, argumentative, musical, 
sarcastic, grief-stricken siblings 
shepherded into adulthood by their 
widowed father.  Seamas OôReilly 
tells the story of losing his mother 
when he was five, leaving him, his 
ten siblings and their beloved father in their sprawling 

bungalow in rural Derry to carry on 
without her.  It is described as being 
hilarious, tender, absurd, delightful, 
and charming.  This book is written 
with such skill as to render it 
unforgettable. 
 Our summer book discussion will 
be held on Wednesday, June 28 at 
6:00 p.m. at St. William. The book is 
available at the library, local 
bookstores, and Amazon.  Discussion 
is open to both men and women who 
enjoy reading and reflecting on a 
good book.  Please bring a snack to 
share and your own favorite 
beverage.  Pizza will be provided.  
Bring a lawn chair in case the 
weather is favorable enough to sit 
outdoors.  There will be a sign-up 
sheet in the vestibule. 
 And as the Irish say: May your 
blessings outnumber the shamrocks 

that grow, and may trouble avoid you wherever you go! 


