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We’ve Been Everywhere
by Ross Lenhart

The song “I’ve Been Everywhere” was made famous
by Johnny Cash in the 1970’s and has become a
retirement goal for Gayle and me. Last summer, just a
few short weeks after my retirement from St. William
as the Maintenance Manager (I retired May 8, 2021
and we left May 25, 2021), we loaded up the camper
and began checking off our list of places to go!
Our camper is an A-liner and has everything we
need; air conditioning, a stove, a microwave, a fridge,
a furnace and a sink. The inside area is only 9½’ by
6½’ and I bump my head on the ceiling unless I stand
right in the middle. A flatscreen TV with DVD hangs
on the wall and a six-quart percolator is our water
heater. The A-liner’s table is usually in the bed
position with room underneath for four flat clothes
containers and a porta-potty. I made a 1’x 3’ table
that rests on a removable leg and the countertop to use
while we sit on the side of the bed. If lounging on the
bed we can angle the table along the wall supporting a
cushion, specially tailored to the table size, behind us.
We have two sleeping bags zipped together with
attached sheets always on top of the bed and a laundry
tote hanging by the door. This arrangement allows us
to stay at primitive campsites or in casino parking lots.
I am currently designing a portable pop–up shower
enclosure for inside the camper.
Our Chevy Equinox has an EZ-up Canopy, a
snack tote, a stocked hiking backpack, and a laptop/
itinerary backpack behind the front seats. On the rear
seat were three 15-gallon totes with campfire wood,
extra cords, ground covers, outdoor lights, coats, and
sweatshirts. Behind the rear seat were two camp
chairs, a small table, an inverter generator, tools, a sixgallon water jug and a 13-gallon wastewater container.
We planned our trip to visit our son Scott in
Eatonville, Washington and began booking
reservations for Yellowstone in early February 2021.
The National Park Lifetime Pass grants admission into

Ross and Gayle in front of the Grand Tetons

parks and half off the price of any national
campground. I drove about eight hours a day with
breaks at interesting places like Ice Age Trail,
Dresbach Welcome Center, the Corn Palace. We
camped at seven places on the way to Washington.
Gayle napped, read her Kindle, took pictures, and
marveled at the changing scenery.
Covid protocols at the National Parks restricted
Ranger programs, some visitor center activities, and
the closing of camp shower facilities. We always tried
to get to places early to avoid crowds. If visitor
centers were open there were restrictions on how
many people were allowed inside the buildings, gift
Everywhere (Continued on page 14)
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…FROM THE PASTOR

“All the many good
things happening at
our parish are a result
of the faithful and
dedicated commitment
of so many of our
parishioners.“
~Fr. Balash

Welcome to our Spring Newsletter! Over the past few months there
has been an abundance of activities and events happening at our
parish. We prayed through Lent, celebrated Easter, continue to revel
in the season of new life, and successfully completed another year of
fabulous and delicious Fish Dinners! Now we are on the cusp of
another summer season that brings with it a time to relax, recharge,
and refresh ourselves from the last few months. Hopefully this
summer will be filled with warmth and sunshine, fun activities, long
days. and cold glasses of iced-tea!
Activities and events at the parish are slowing down (finally!) after
a busy winter and spring. In a couple of weeks, we will bring to a
close the 50 days of Easter with the Feast of Pentecost. Our Lenten
season was marked as “a season of fresh hope” and our annual
celebrations of Holy Week and Easter were uplifting and prayerful.
We welcomed two catechumens to our parish and Church and our
Easter continues. In addition, our annual Fish Dinners were a great
success as we welcomed back in-person dining and our parish
ministries continue to flourish. Special thanks go to our many
volunteers who worked at our “Fabulous Fish Dinners” this year. It
was another great year of serving the “Best Fish Dinner” in the area
and our patrons are always amazed and grateful for our good food
and welcoming workers. Great job once again Saint William
Parishioners!
As we enter into summer, many groups and organizations are
beginning to wind down their activities and meetings, however events
are already being planned for the upcoming autumn and winter
seasons. As always your help, support, and gift of time and talent is
sincerely welcomed and appreciated. All the many good things
happening at our parish are a result of the faithful and dedicated
commitment of so many of our parishioners. Thank you for another
wonderful and exciting year of ministry, outreach, fun, and care that
happens in so many ways.
We congratulate all those who are graduating this year from
kindergarten, eighth grade, high school and college. Congratulations
on a job well done and may your
future endeavors, challenges, and
undertakings
be
blessed
with
goodness, success, and happiness!
Thank you once again for all that
your do for our parish and community.
Enjoy the summer season and may
God continue to bless you, your
family, and our wonderful parish of
Saint William!
Have a great summer!
Fr. Michael Balash

R.C.I.A. 2022
l-to r: Brian Hardman (sponsor), Maria Hardman (initiate),
Fr. Balash, Nicole McIntyre (initiate), Chad Karafa (sponsor)
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BAPTISM
Ethan James Brugler

Son of Dane & Stephanie Brugler
Brother of Kegan, Kara, and Leah
December 23, 2021

Leah Christine Brugler,

Daughter of Dane & Stephanie Brugler
Brother of Kegan, Kara, and Ethan
December 23, 2021

Maximus Joseph Northup

Son of Jared & Samantha Northup
Brother of Jaxon
February 27, 2022

NEW PARISHIONERS
The Fredericka Family
James & LouAnn

The Malone Family
Nelson & Angela

The Petersal Family
John & Ruby

The Park Family

Tim, Lindsay, Stella, Sara, & Simon

DECEASED
Mary Ellen Hoolihan
Vivian Flamini
Katherine Shellhammer
Pauline Lesh
Shirley Andrews
Hysen Sait, Jr.
Reginald Hoerig
Andrea Gabrielson
Nancy Meyer
Ann Marie Palcich
Joseph Marando
Mary Bees
Howard Youngs

The Body of Christ
by Deacon Bob Mintus

“The Body of Christ.”
Just four simple words
that many of us have
heard many times. Just
doing some simple
math, it works out to
at least fifty times a
year, so unless you
made
your
first
communion recently,
it’s likely that you’ve
heard that phrase at
least hundreds, if not
thousands of times.
Every week, we
share the Eucharist
with these words. I
remember when I learned that with the Sacraments, it
was important to let them speak for themselves, “This is
the Body of Christ” would change the meaning of things
entirely. I think that many of us forget that Christ is
present in the Church in three ways. First, he is present
through the words of scripture. Second, he is present
through the Eucharist. Finally, he is present in the
assembly. From time to time, we forget about that.
Maybe it’s because we know we are imperfect, broken
people. But as the old saying goes, “We are what we
eat.” Every time we receive the Eucharist, it changes
us.
When the words, “The Body of Christ” are used, it
should remind us that not only is the consecrated host
the Body of Christ, but also that we are the Body of
Christ. Each time I distribute Holy Communion, I hold
the host and look at the person who is receiving it.
Both are the Body of Christ. So to say, “This is the
Body of Christ” would be only telling half of the story,
just like it would be to say, “You are the Body of
Christ”.
Over the past few months, I have been encouraged to
see people continue to return to Mass, as well as new
people join our parish. And I bet that everyone
attending notices. It’s just like a family get together on
a holiday. Aren’t we a part of the family of God? And
just like when family members can’t be there for the
holiday, it makes a difference. Our celebration of Mass
when people are away is just like a family dinner when
not all the members aren’t there. Within the last month,
on two separate occasions, the Chrism Mass on Holy
Tuesday and a Mass with other members of the Knights
of Columbus one important thing that stuck out was that
both services were nearly full. There was room for
more, but the services were so alive, and the buildings
sang because everyone was there.
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INCOGNITO
REMINISCES!!!
by Incognito
Every once and a while, Incognito
comes out of retirement to meet new
people and introduce them to the St.
William Parish community. During
the pandemic, I, the magnificent and
mysterious Incognito, had plenty of
time to spend reminiscing with the
many articles that I’ve written over
the years. That started me wondering
how the many people I’ve met and
interviewed had changed over time.
The people featured in each edition
are fantastic and very interesting and
while many of those much-loved
people are no longer with us, one
family is not only still with us but
has expanded and thrived! Let’s
revisit an article from December of
1993 entitled “Making Beautiful
Music!” about the very talented
Kochunas family.
When
Brian
and
Andrea
Kochunas were first interviewed in
1993 their home was exciting,
chaotic, and very full of people and
love. During that time, Brian was
employed at National City Bank,
Andrea was the Children’s Choir
Director at St. William, their three
daughters were living at home
(Michelle, Meredith, and Brianne),
and Andrea’s mother Mary Jenyk
was an additional member of the
household.
I called on Andrea
recently to say “Hello!” and see
how things had changed for her and
her lovely family and Wow! was I
surprised! The first thing out of
Andrea’s mouth was “Holy Cats!
Have I got stories for you! I hope
you have plenty of time to listen
because we’ve been blessed by the
bucketful!”
Holy Cats is right! Brian and
Andrea have been married for 42
years and both are retired from their
careers but are busier than ever.
Andrea’s mother Mary still lives
with them and is about to celebrate
her 100th birthday.
Michelle,
Meredith, and Brianne are all

happily married and have children of
their own. The biggest blessing in
their bucket was the addition of
daughter Olivia five years after the
1993 article came out in the parish
newsletter.
Andrea says that just as second
daughter Meredith was about to
graduate from high school and
Brianne was close behind, the stress
and worry about the impending
empty nest quickly disappeared with
the blessed arrival of Olivia. Olivia,
also a talented musician, is now
grown and when not studying at
YSU to be a teacher, is involved in
the ministry of music at several area
churches. She is engaged to be
married this coming fall!
Michelle, Meredith, and Brianne
have families of their own. Brian
and Andrea now have six
grandchildren – ALL BOYS!
Apparently, Brian is waiting for a
few more grandchildren so he can
have his own softball team! All six
boys are wonderful, incredible,
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talented, brilliant, handsome, and
charming. If Andrea had gushed
anymore about how much she adores
her grandchildren, I would have
needed a rowboat to get home! It
didn’t escape me, but as Andrea was
telling
about
her
beloved
grandchildren, I noticed that they all
have a talent to music as well as
athletics.
Looking back at the first time
Andrea sat down to talk about her
family in 1993, I realize that she is
no longer worried about having an
empty nest. Her mother, Mary is
there to smile and joke yet another
day. One grandson or another is
always at the door or playing in the
yard…or needing a ride somewhere!
Brian and Andrea’s lives are full,
and happy, and joyous.
Their
lives…how they have changed over
27 years. Like every family, they
have had ups-and-downs, good times
and bad, but oh, their successes!
They truly have been blessed by the
bucketful!

WOMEN’S GUILD
OPPORTUNITIES FOR ALL
by Therese Tuttle

maintaining an attendance sheet, recording the number
attending each meeting in the minutes, listing all
standing motions, and sending cards commemorating
Baptism, First Communion, and Confirmation, to any
Women’s Guild member who is suffering from an
illness, and a Mass Card to the family of a deceased
Women’s Guild member.
The responsibility of the Treasurer is to keep an
accurate record of all monies received and disbursed
and present an accounting report at each meeting, to pay
all Women Guild financial obligations and to collect all
monies due. The Treasurer is to countersign checks
with the President. This may seem overwhelming, but it
is not. No Officer is left on her own. Any previous
officer will be more than happy to counsel an incoming
officer, especially in the first couple of months of her
term.
Another opportunity lies in volunteering to serve as a
hostess for one of the monthly meetings or serving as a
chairwoman, co-chairwomen, or as a volunteer at any of
the events. If you want to be involved just let the
Chairwoman know.
Many of our events require a lot of helping hands
and any volunteers are always very much appreciated.
“When opportunity presents itself, don’t be afraid to go
after it” ~Anonymous.

“Opportunities multiply as they are seized” ~Sun Tzu.
Merriam-Webster Dictionary defines opportunity as an
amount of time or situation in which something can be
done: a chance to do. The quote above and the
definition of opportunity describes the essence of why
the Women’s Guild exists - to promote Christian values
and to serve our parish and community. There are
numerous ways in which the women of our parish fulfill
the many opportunities that present themselves.
One such opportunity is to volunteer time as an
officer of the Women’s Guild. There are four positions
available each year, President, Vice President,
Secretary, and Treasurer. One may think that they are
not qualified to serve as one of the officers, however,
that is not true. Any woman over the age of 18
qualifies.
The duties of the President are to preside at the
monthly meeting and to introduce new members and
guests at each meeting, to be a member “ex officio” of
all committees, to countersign checks with the
Treasurer, and to act as representative to Parish Council.
The duties of the Vice President include, but are not
limited to, attending monthly meetings
and covering for the President when she
is absent, serving as coordinator of the
program planning committee, and
overseeing the publication of the
Guild’s Program booklet. She also
promotes the meetings by sharing
invitations in the Sunday Bulletins, on
the parish web site, and other social
media.
2022-2023 Women’s Guild Officers
The duties performed by the
Secretary include recording the l to r: Gloria Karafa (Treasurer), Cathy Poponak (Secretary), Theresa
proceedings of all meetings, reading
Craiger (Vice President), Christine DePascale (President)
the minutes at the following meeting,

Parking Lot Project Update
Through the generosity of our parishioners
$134,000.00 has been pledged since December
2021 and $127,000.00 has been collected to
date in addition to $100,000.00 in existing
funds for our new Parking Lot. We are hoping
to have the project underway this coming
summer! Along with the new pavement, a new
main entrance, new lighting, and green space
will be included. Thank you to all who donated
so generously to help make this project happen!

AUGUST 5, 6 & 7, 2022
GREAT NEWS! The 2022 Rummage Sale is just
around the corner! As you start your spring cleaning,
please remember the Women’s Guild August
Rummage Sale! Hold onto items that are no longer
needed, but are so appreciated for our sale. We cannot
accept computer monitors, appliances, large TV’s, and
large furniture. Thanks for your support.
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Mardi Gras Madness
by Tina McCue

Twenty-two years ago, my husband traveled to New
Orleans for a business meeting. Little did we know that
this would be the beginning of our passion for
celebrating Mardi Gras. He came home from that
meeting with beautifully made masks of vibrantly
colored feathers, plenty of Mardi Gras beads, a few
scary masks, and of course a Jester’s hat and boots. By
the following year he found
recipes for King Cake and our
annual celebration began. King
Cakes were made and sent to
school with each of our children
and purple, green, and gold
became our favorite colors on
this festive day. We found out
that we loved jambalaya and red
beans and rice. Jazz music was
blasting from our stereo as we
danced and consumed the
abundant feast. At the McCue house,
Mardi Gras lived up to its translated name
of Fat Tuesday.
As our children grew and started leaving
the nest, I found that I really missed all the
noise and shenanigans and dreamed of
having a Mardi Gras celebration with our
teens in Youth Ministry. This dream finally
came true on Sunday, February 27. We had
a marvelous time that included a trivia
game, a scavenger hunt, and a glow-in-thedark football toss. We feasted on pierogies
made by our friends at St. Elizabeth Ann

Seton, jambalaya, our St. William macaroni and cheese,
and, of course, King Cake. After much laughter and
shenanigans, we paraded toward the worship space to
spend time before the Blessed Sacrament in prayer. I
am always so impressed by our teens. They can be
hooting and hollering one minute and the next minute
reverently praying before their Lord. I remain forever
thankful for the opportunity to walk this journey of faith
with the good people of St. William.
By the time you read this article, we will be past our
prayerful Lenten season. I pray that
you were able to find peace in fasting
from habits that leave you feeling
empty and lost, found joy in giving of
your time and treasure to others, and
most importantly found time to spend
with your God in prayer.

Women’s Guild
Kitchen Addition
Many thanks to the Women’s Guild for
purchasing two new stoves/ovens for our parish
kitchen. The new stoves arrived in late April
and have been installed and are ready for use!
Thank you Women’s Guild for your continued
support and dedication to our parish.
Remember all women of the parish
automatically belong to the Women’s Guild.
Meetings are held on the first Wednesday of
each month and the Guild continues to support
the mission and ministry of the parish by their
fundraising efforts and social events.
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In the News
by Cathy Poponak

A former St. William parishioner
and Lakeview High School graduate
will be the guest artist with the
Canton
Symphony
Orchestra
performing
Beethoven’s
Ninth
Symphony on Saturday April 30.
Mezzo soprano, Diane Fox has
won critics with her compelling
performances in the dramatic
mezzo soprano repertoire.
Ms.
Fox made her international operatic
debut opposite the legendary
Metropolitan Opera bass, Jerome
Hines, at the Bolshoi Opera. She
has toured nationally with the New
York
City
Opera
National
Company. In concert Ms. Fox has
been heard in Beethoven’s 9th
Symphony as the mezzo soprano

soloist in Seoul, South Korea with
the Seoul Philharmonic Orchestra.
She has been honored twice to
perform in recital for the first and
fifth anniversary of 9.11 memorial
concerts at Manhattan’s historical

Trinity Church which were webcast
and telecast worldwide.
Ms. Fox is an educator and has
trained voices for 22 years sending
students to some of the best
conservatories and universities in
the nation. Students are now
working professionally both in
opera, musical theatre, and new age
music with companies such as
Chicago Lyric Opera, and in
Broadway venues and tours
throughout Europe and the United
States.
Some of you might remember
Diane’s performance in the role as
the grieving wife in St William
Youth Group’s 1980 haunted
house, where her bone chilling
screams and moans could be heard
for miles. She’s come a long way,
and we are proud of her.

Parish Youth “Make a Difference”
by Lauren Haynie

In 2015, Warren Area Catholic Teens began a beautiful tradition, the Senior Pasta Dinner, to honor the senior
members of our parish families. Each year, those seniors in attendance are asked to offer words of wisdom to
the youth. After a two-year sabbatical due to the pandemic, Trumbull County Catholic Teens was thrilled to
host the event on Saturday, March 12 for the sixth annual pasta dinner. When asked to reminisce about her
experience with the Senior Pasta Dinner, St. William parishioner Lauren Haynie expressed her joy in being
able to be a part of this worthwhile and enjoyable event: “Our directive was to make salads, serve pasta, and
greet senior members of our parish
families. While working at the pasta
dinner we were able to interact with
members of the community and,
more importantly, put a smile on
their faces. This opportunity allowed
us to work alongside our peers to
make a difference in someone’s life.
Throughout the day we worked
alongside our peers to meet many
new people we might not have met
otherwise, but it was also nice to see
familiar faces from other church
activities. The Words of Wisdom
notes, written for the teens by the
seniors, has impacted us greatly and
allowed us to see ourselves and the
world around us from a different
perspective.”
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Memories of Boy Scout
Troop 100
by Chuck Poponak

It has been quite a challenge gathering historical information
about St. William Boy Scout Troop 100. Most of what I could
find came from a binder of paperwork salvaged by the
Makosky family after former Scout Master John Makosky, Sr.
passed away. Former scout coordinator Tom Crump, Sr. and
his wife Louise were very helpful finding pictures and sharing
memories. John Robinson and former Scout Master Bob
Hardman also offered information. Unfortunately, the local
Boy Scout office did not keep any records that we could gather
information from. So, if any names have been missed, I
apologize ahead of time.
What we do know is that Troop 100 was established in
February 1963. Some of the men instrumental in the charter
and in supporting the troop through the years were Herman
Sekol, Edward Phillips, John Soukenik, Ted Kalman, Sr.,
Angelo Flamini, Aldo De Martini, John Cyphert, Joseph
Kirkwood, Raymond Russell, Paul Hughs, Charles Trunick,
William Wilson, Charles Poponak, Sr., Daniel Gelet, Sr., Lex
Prindle, Sr., Thomas Crump, Sr., Bob Yale, Rick Yale, Tom
Patrick, John Makosky, Sr., and Bob Hardman. The first
meetings were held in Herman Sekol’s basement. The first
Court of Honor was held on Monday July 22, 1963 in the new
church building. From the records available, well over 100
boys, both parishioner and non-parishioner alike were troop
members at one time or another.
Through the years, priests involved in the program were
Fr. Gerald Curran, Fr. John Murray, Fr. Thomas McCarthy, Fr.
Charles Crumbley, and Fr. Michael Smar. Camping was held at
Camp Chickagami and Camp Goodaire. Tom Crump, Sr.
shared fond memories of camping and fishing at Rudy
Zakrajsek’s lake. One particular fishing tale centers around the
always optimistic, Dan Gelet, Sr. bringing all the fixings for a
fish fry. The boys did not disappoint, as a dozen 15” bass were
caught and made a fine dinner.
We currently know of five Eagle Scouts produced by
Troop 100: Gary Crump in 1977, Chuck Poponak, Jr. in 1978,
Tom Crump, Jr. in 1980, Don Yale in 1985, and Denny Yale in
1987. Eagle Scout is the highest achievement or rank attainable
in the Boy Scouts of America program. Since its inception in
1911, only 4% of scouts have earned this rank after a lengthy
review process. The Eagle Scout rank has been earned by over
2.5 million youth.
Troop 100 was a success for many years because of the
support of devoted parents and the commitment of St William.
My greatest memories of scouting are of spending time with
my father who served as one of my Scout Masters and the
many friendships made along the way. If you have memories
to share, or names to add to the list, don’t hesitate to call me at
330-718-3795 or send an email to cpoponak@
stwilliamchampion.org. Maybe it’s time for a Troop 100
reunion if anyone is interested!
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Gary Crump Eagle Ceremony 1977
Louise, Gary, and Thomas Crump

Chuck Poponak Eagle Ceremony 1978
Charles, Chuck, and Peg Poponak

Fr. Charles Crumbley, Tom Crump, Jr.
(Eagle Scout), Bob Yale (Scoutmaster)

Row 1~Jeff Small; Row 2~Donnie Yale, Charlie Nang, Dennie Yale, Bobby Small
Row 3~Tom Crump (Eagle Scout), Bob Yale (Scoutmaster), Bob Small, Mike Yale, Steve Yale, John Trunick
Row 4~Tom Crump (Coordinator), Rickie Yale, Chuck Poponak, Tim Kneen, Charles Poponak (Past Scoutmaster)

Chuck Poponak and Tommy Crump

Invitation Card to the First Court of Honor 1963
(Note: the new church building is now the social hall!)

9

Family Faith Celebration
by Carol Timko

On March 27, the Secret Prayer Partner Reveal was held during the final FFC (Family Faith Celebration) of the
2021-2022 school year. The morning began with families, adult Prayer Partners, and teachers gathering in the
church. Each student and adult Prayer Partner were given assigned numbers. We started with a short prayer service
and then the much-anticipated moment finally arrived –each held up his/her number and went on a search to find a
match! It was so special to see the anticipation on the children and adult faces.
After hello and hugs were shared, we sat and chatted for a bit before a group picture was taken. We then moved
into the social hall to work on a special craft project. This year’s project was a prayer bracelet. The prayer partners
and their families were seated together so that conversations could continue while making the bracelets. Our hope
is every time the Prayer Partners see their bracelet, they remember their partner and say a prayer for them.
Everyone had a great time throughout the day, visiting, and chatting with their new friends.

Jesus Day
by Carol Timko
On Saturday, April 2 the First Communion class
along with their families and teachers came
together for a Jesus Day Retreat. The retreat
began with a prayer service where the families
brought a different type of bread to the prayer
table. The bread was used to snack on throughout
the day. Students and their families discussed the
Last Supper followed by taking part in a Last
Supper reenactment and feet washing. The
communicants then made a First Communion
picture frame and a banner with their names and
symbols such as the cup and grapes for First
Communion Day. Families and teachers attended
the 5:00 p.m. Saturday Mass after which they
shared in a delicious dinner to conclude the fun
and informative day.
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Who Are the
Fourth Degree
Knights?
by Brian McCue
When the Knights of Columbus was
founded in 1882, the Order had three
degrees, exemplifying the principles
of Charity, Unity, and Fraternity. As
membership grew, a fourth principle,
Patriotism, based on the idea that
Knights are loyal to both God and
Country was added. The Supreme
Board of Directors approved the
Fourth Degree and on February 22,
1900
(George
Washington's
Birthday) the first Exemplification of
the Fourth Degree was held in New
York City. Today there are 300,000
Fourth Degree Knights out of the
total 1.9 million members of the
Knights of Columbus. The members
who choose to advance to the Fourth
Degree have the special honor of
holding the title “Sir Knight,” and

embody the fact that one can be a voted to amend the recitation of the
faithful Catholic and also be a Pledge at all Fourth Degree assembly
faithful citizen.
meetings in the United States by
The Order’s fourth principle of adding “under God” after the words
patriotism guides the men
“one nation.” In August
to lead efforts to reach out
1952,
the
Supreme
and educate young people
Council
created
a
through endeavors such as:
resolution that urged
the Catholic Citizen Essay
Congress to make this
Contest, assisting veterans
same addition. On June
and military, discussing
14,
1954,
President
how governments affect
Dwight D. Eisenhower
families, educating about
signed a law that
the importance of voting,
officially
added
the
and
participating
in
words “under God” to
patriotic events.
the pledge.
The public adoption of the phrase
Another major initiative is “The
“under God” in the U.S. Pledge of Serving Those Who Served”
Allegiance is one of the most notable program which supports Veterans
Fourth Degree campaigns initiated in Affairs facilities. The Knights of
1951. The original Pledge of Columbus has representatives at
Allegiance was written in August Veterans Affairs medical clinics in
1892 and in 1942 congress officially the United States, where they recruit
recognized the pledge, but it did not and manage K of C volunteers in
contain a reference to God. In New
Knights (Continued on page 15)
York City in April 1951, the Knights
of Columbus Board of Directors

First Holy Communion 2022

Aubrianna Graham, Mia Mackiewicz,
Kaidan Horm

Veronika Joseph, Piper Duncan,
Lynda Grace Greb
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BURNT SUGAR GINGER COOKIES

FROM NANCY’S KITCHEN:
Happy Spring!
I have been
drinking a lot of tea lately,
probably because this cold, damp
weather just keeps hanging on, and
on, and on. When I have a cup of
tea, or a cup of coffee for that
matter, I love a crisp and flavorful
cookie to go with it. This cookie
recipe
is
the
perfect
accompaniment to a cup of tea.
You absolutely MUST try these
Burnt Sugar Ginger Cookies from
Cathy Poponak. They could quite
possibly be my most favorite
cookie ever (I will need to have a
few more before I am sure! LOL)

Love ~ Nancy

For the burnt sugar ginger:
1 cup sugar
3 tsp finely grated fresh ginger
 spray a rimmed baking sheet heavily with nonstick cooking spray
 in a heavy saucepan, combine sugar and fresh ginger and use your fingers
to massage the ginger into the sugar
 set pan over med-high heat, stir until sugar liquefies and turns golden
brown
 pour mixture onto the prepared baking sheet and allow it to spread out as
much as possible. When cool, hammer into small pieces (like crumbs)
For the cookies:
2 sticks salted butter
1 ½ cups sugar
½ cup packed dark brown sugar
2 large eggs room temperature
⅔ cup unsulphured molasses
1 Tbs. grated fresh ginger
3 cups all-purpose flour
1 ½ cups bread flour
3 tsp baking soda
3 tsp ground ginger
2 tsp ground cinnamon
1 tsp ground cloves
1 tsp sea salt
½ cup large grain decorating sugar
 beat butter and both sugars until light and fluffy and add eggs one at a time
 add molasses and fresh ginger and beat until thoroughly combined
 in separate bowl, whisk together both flours, baking soda, ground ginger,
cinnamon, cloves, and salt
 add flour mixture to butter mixture and stir just until combined and you
still see streaks of flour add burnt sugar ginger shards and stir until evenly
distributed
 chill for several hours. Preheat oven to 350°F and line cookie sheets with
parchment paper (very important)
 make 2 Tbs. sized balls of dough (approx. 46) and roll in decorating sugar,
space the cookies 2 inches apart
 for very crispy cookies bake 13 mins (turn pan ½ way through). For
chewy, bake 11-12 mins
 cool completely on the baking sheet. Kitchen will smell great!

BAKED SPAGHETTI PIE
½ pound spaghetti
15 oz. ricotta cheese
2 cups marinara sauce

2 large eggs
¾ cup grated parmesan cheese
½ cup shredded mozzarella cheese

1)
2)
3)
4)

Cook spaghetti according to package directions and drain
Preheat oven to 350
Grease 8” glass pie pan
In large bowl, beat eggs. Stir in ricotta and parmesan
cheese. Add spaghetti and stir until well coated. Pour
into glass pan and top with marinara sauce. Sprinkle with
mozzarella cheese.
5) Bake 25 minutes or until hot in the middle.
6) Remove from oven and let cool for 10 minutes before
cutting. Enjoy!
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Summer Book Discussion
by Cathy Poponak

Adrift in a raft after a deadly explosion, ten people struggle for
survival at sea. Short on food, water, and hope, they spot a
mysterious man floating in the waves. They pull him in. “Thank the
Lord we found you” a passenger says. “I am the Lord,” the man
whispers.
So sets the scene in Mitch
Albom’s most beguiling and
inspiring novel yet, one that
drives to the core of our
deepest beliefs. Author of
Tuesdays with Morrie and The
Five People You Meet in
Heaven,
Mitch
Albom
ponders the question of divine
intervention in his newest
work of fiction: The Stranger
in the Lifeboat.
Mark your calendar for
Wednesday June 22, 6:00
p.m. to 8:30 p.m.. We will meet on the parish lawn. Come prepared to share your thoughts and insights about
this “can’t put down mystery/thriller” we have chosen for this summer’s discussion. The book can be borrowed
at your local library, or purchased on your own at Sam’s Club, Wal-Mart, or Amazon. Bring your lawn chair
and a snack to share. Call Cathy Poponak at 330-675-9467 with questions.

Summer Mass Schedule
Begins June 5 and continues through Labor Day weekend September 1.
Saturday 5:00 p.m. // Sunday 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.

Eagle of the Cross
This year Saint William Parish celebrates a
recipient of the Eagle of the Cross Award. This
award was given to Miss Lauren Haynie by Bishop
Bonnar on May 2, 2022 at Saint Columba Cathedral
in Youngstown. The Eagle of the Cross, created by
the National Federation for Catholic Youth
Ministry, is given each year to a group of
extraordinary high school juniors and seniors who
model Christian discipleship and exemplify the
qualities of moral integrity, prayer, good works, and
Christian leadership in their school and parish
communities. Lauren is the daughter of Ken and
Laura Haynie and is a senior at Champion High
School.
She has served on Parish Council,
volunteered at Fish Dinners and has been active in
Youth Ministry. Congratulations Lauren!
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from Mount Rainer National Park
where we spent an afternoon hiking
shops and restaurants.
one of our favorite trails. We left
We enjoyed one afternoon at their house June 13 and camped at
Indiana Dunes and one afternoon on eight places on the way back to
the outgoing and the return trip at Ohio.
About four hours from
Badlands National Parks. We went Scott’s home to the Columbia River
to Mount Rushmore National Gorge Scenic Area we drove
Memorial
and
Crazy
Horse through a severe rainstorm with poor
Memorial which I found very visibility.
The weather cleared
interesting.
While hiking at around Multnomah Falls Lodge and
our next stop was
the Oregon Trail
Memorial.
Next was Craters
of
the
Moon
National Monument
which is a big lava
field and is well
worth the visit;
followed by the very
picturesque Grand
Teton
National
Park. Yellowstone
National Park was
the highlight of the
trip
with
its
Ross and Gayle relax with son Scott and two
grandkids, Abigail and Calvin
(Continued from page 1) Everywhere

Missouri Head Waters State Park,
part of the Lewis and Clark National
Historic Trail, we saw plenty of
magpie and wood chucks. The
Saturday before Memorial Day, we
were getting an oil leak checked out
and missed out on tickets to Wind
Cave National Park. We saw lots of
bison and prairie dogs and took a
nice hike to a fire tower overlook.
At Little Bighorn Battlefield
National Monument, we could hear
rattlesnakes along the visitor paths
around the impressive Indian
Memorial.
We met our son Scott and
family at North Cascades National
Park on June 1 and camped there for
three nights before continuing to
their home. Driving anywhere in
North Cascades was very scenic
making the drive to the parts store
an hour and a half away two times to
replace Scott’s alternator enjoyable.
Scott’s home is about thirty miles

abundant wildlife and unique natural
features. Our first day was enjoyed
at West Thumb Geyser Basin and
Grand Canyon. The next day we
saw Old Faithful Lodge and Geyser
in Upper Geyser Basin, the Grand
Prismatic Spring at Midway Geyser
Basin, and Firehole Lake at Lower
Geyser Basin. The third day we
toured Mammoth Hot Springs, Fort
Yellowstone and Lamar Valley. On
our way out of the park we stopped
at Hayden Valley and Mud Volcano.
Yellowstone is a very large park,
we spent 45 minutes or more
driving, from our camp at Canyon
Village, to many of these areas. We
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could have spent all three days just
around the Old Faithful area. At one
point, while hiking, I lagged behind
Gayle filming a large bison which
meandered out and followed her.
We have videos of the bison, from
both perspectives.
People stop
along the road while driving through
the park for bear, elk, or bison
sightings. At a grizzly bear and
cubs sighting, I dropped Gayle off
and drove further down to park only
to find a ranger trying to disperse the
crowd. We saw abundant wildlife in
the valleys such as: pronghorn
antelope, swans, ravens, eagles, and
deer. We saw a coyote followed by
a badger as if they were hunting
together. We didn’t get to see any
moose
until
after
leaving
Yellowstone.
Devils
Tower
National
Monument was a unique stop. We
stopped at the huge Wall Drugstore,
famous for their iconic signs along
the roadway. Later we drove the 31mile Badland Scenic Byway
spending so much time at
overlooks it was sunset
before we finished. We saw
deer, big horn sheep, and
ewes with their lambs
hopping and playing on the
ridges. Other stops included
the
Minuteman
Missile
National Historic Site and
Lewis and Clark Interpretive
Center. We camped near the
Jolly Green Giant Museum
and the Blue Chip Casino parking
lot. We visited the RV Hall of Fame
and Museum before returning home
June 23 after traveling 6700 miles.
All told, we traveled about 1700
miles extra for sightseeing and
averaged 18.5 mpg, spent $1000 for
gasoline, $107 on tolls, and $403 on
camping. We got to see some
unbelievable sights and historic
areas and are now planning an
adventure for 2022! Go to this link
http://rg2021trip.lenharts.family to
look at pictures of our trip and a
thirty-minute movie set to the
melody from…you guessed it…
“I’ve Been Everywhere.”

IT’S NOT JUST
A BEAUTIFUL SHAWL!
by Therese Tuttle

Over the centuries, shawls have come to symbolize
shelter, peace, and spiritual sustenance. The
origin of the prayer shawl is an Old Testament
biblical practice held by Jewish men; these
shawls are called a tallit. After Moses led the
Hebrew people from the land of Egypt and
God spoke His commands, Jewish men began
the practice of wearing a prayer shawl. These
shawls were not only worn at times of prayer,
but they were also worn throughout the day.
The shawl represents a sense of personal
space. It can feel like you are wrapped in the
arms of God.
This feeling of God’s presence is also utilized by
Christians in creating hand knitted and crocheted
shawls. The members of the St. Williams Prayer Shawl
Ministry lovingly donate their time and talents to give
comfort and spiritual strength to the elderly, sick, dying,
lonely, and the poor through the creation of prayer
shawls. Shawls are given to people at times of
celebration, at the birth of a child, or to share in the
accomplishments of the graduate or newlywed. When
we read Scripture or spend time in prayer, a prayer

(Continued from page 11) Knights

developing activities and programs
that aid patients’ most essential
needs.
The Fourth Degree also supports
priests who go on to serve as
military chaplains. Through a special
scholarship program, the Knights
helped fund the education of
seminarians preparing to become
Catholic chaplains in the U.S.
Armed Forces.
The unique emblem of the Fourth
Degree is referred to as the Triad
Emblem and features a dove, a cross
and a globe. The dove, traditional

shawl can be confronting. It can help us feel closer to
God.
The creation of a Prayer Shawl begins with prayers
and blessings for the recipient. These intentions are
continued throughout the construction of the Shawl.
Oftentimes, the shawls are blessed in honor of a saint or
angel. When completed, the shawl is then
given to someone experiencing a
challenging time and is in need of prayer.
Prayers that accompany the shawls ask God
to help renew the body as well as the spirit.
Like all acts of generosity, the presentation
of a Prayer Shawl enriches the giver as well
as the recipient. Periodically, shawls are
blessed during a weekend church service.
The members of St. William Prayer
Shawl Ministry invite you to join us in
creating a prayer shawl or small afghan/lap
blanket that would give comfort to someone
in need. Participation can occur in a group setting, such
as here at church, or in the comfort of your own home.
The group meets in the Adult Meeting Room for
approximately one hour every other month and share
our prayers with each other while we create our loving
gifts. If you are interest in joining our group or know
someone who would find comfort in receiving a prayer
shawl, please contact the Parish Office at 330-847-8677
or Ann Sprague at 216-789-7204.

symbol of the Holy Spirit and peace,
is shown hovering over the Earth
(globe). Both are mounted on an
Isabella cross, which was originally
found on the tunics and capes of the
crusading knights who battled to
regain the Holy Land from the
pagans. Spiritually, the sacred
symbols on the emblem typify the
union of the Three Divine Persons in
one Godhead, the most Blessed
Trinity: the Globe – God the Father;
the Cross – God the Son; and the
Dove – God the Holy Spirit. The
colors of the symbols are red, white,
and blue representing the colors of
the flag of the country in which the
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Knights originated.
Here at St. William Church,
Council 7491 is not considered
Fourth Degree, but 39 of the 86
members are also members of the
“Fourth Degree Assembly” in
Trumbull County. The assembly
meets separately and has its own
mission and priorities which
promote patriotism.
“For most men who follow Jesus,
there comes a time when duty
extends beyond our own lives,
beyond how we lead our families,
and into how we serve our fellow
man. Sir Knight is more than a title
— it’s an honor!”

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL CONSIDER JOINING A SMALL
Dig into vacation Bible
FAITH-SHARING GROUP!
school!
Bible
stories,
games, crafts, snacks, and
other activities will help
children in grades K-5 dig
deeper to reveal the
treasures in Jesus’ parables.
Children in grades 6-12 are
encouraged to volunteer to
be part of the VBS team!

Small Faith-Sharing Groups
meet at St. William
st
the 1 and 3rd Monday of the month.
Choose a time that works best for you:
9:30am-11:00am or 6:30pm-8:30pm

June 13 – 17, 2022
9:30am – Noon

Blessed Sacrament Parish, 3020 Reeves Road, Warren
Registration deadline June 5, 2022
Cost $10.00 payable to Blessed Sacrament Parish

http://www.stwilliamchampion.org
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