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by Ross Lenhart 
 

The song ñIôve Been Everywhereò was made famous 
by Johnny Cash in the 1970ôs and has become a 
retirement goal for Gayle and me.  Last summer, just a 
few short weeks after my retirement from St. William 
as the Maintenance Manager (I retired May 8, 2021 
and we left May 25, 2021), we loaded up the camper 
and began checking off our list of places to go!  
 Our camper is an A-liner and has everything we 
need; air conditioning, a stove, a microwave, a fridge, 
a furnace and a sink.  The inside area is only 9İô by 
6İô and I bump my head on the ceiling unless I stand 
right in the middle.  A flatscreen TV with DVD hangs 
on the wall and a six-quart percolator is our water 
heater.  The A-linerôs table is usually in the bed 
position with room underneath for four flat clothes 
containers and a porta-potty.  I made a 1ôx 3ô table 
that rests on a removable leg and the countertop to use 
while we sit on the side of the bed.  If lounging on the 
bed we can angle the table along the wall supporting a 
cushion, specially tailored to the table size, behind us.  
We have two sleeping bags zipped together with 
attached sheets always on top of the bed and a laundry 
tote hanging by the door.  This arrangement allows us 
to stay at primitive campsites or in casino parking lots.  
I am currently designing a portable popïup shower 
enclosure for inside the camper.  
Our Chevy Equinox has an EZ-up Canopy, a 

snack tote, a stocked hiking backpack, and a laptop/
itinerary backpack behind the front seats.  On the rear 
seat were three 15-gallon totes with campfire wood, 
extra cords, ground covers, outdoor lights, coats, and 
sweatshirts.  Behind the rear seat were two camp 
chairs, a small table, an inverter generator, tools, a six-
gallon water jug and a 13-gallon wastewater container.   
We planned our trip to visit our son Scott in 

Eatonville, Washington and began booking 
reservations for Yellowstone in early February 2021. 
The National Park Lifetime Pass grants admission into 

parks and half off the price of any national 
campground.  I drove about eight hours a day with 
breaks at interesting places like Ice Age Trail, 
Dresbach Welcome Center, the Corn Palace. We 
camped at seven places on the way to Washington.  
Gayle napped, read her Kindle, took pictures, and 
marveled at the changing scenery.   
Covid protocols at the National Parks restricted 

Ranger programs, some visitor center activities, and 
the closing of camp shower facilities.  We always tried 
to get to places early to avoid crowds.  If visitor 
centers were open there were restrictions on how 
many people were allowed inside the buildings, gift 
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éFROM THE PASTOR 

Welcome to our Spring Newsletter!  Over the past few months there 
has been an abundance of activities and events happening at our 
parish.  We prayed through Lent, celebrated Easter, continue to revel 
in the season of new life, and successfully completed another year of 
fabulous and delicious Fish Dinners!  Now we are on the cusp of 
another summer season that brings with it a time to relax, recharge, 
and refresh ourselves from the last few months.  Hopefully this 
summer will be filled with warmth and sunshine, fun activities, long 
days. and cold glasses of iced-tea! 
 Activities and events at the parish are slowing down (finally!) after 
a busy winter and spring.  In a couple of weeks, we will bring to a 
close the 50 days of Easter with the Feast of Pentecost.  Our Lenten 
season was marked as ña season of fresh hopeò and our annual 
celebrations of Holy Week and Easter were uplifting and prayerful.  
We welcomed two catechumens to our parish and Church and our 
Easter continues.  In addition, our annual Fish Dinners were a great 
success as we welcomed back in-person dining and our parish 
ministries continue to flourish.  Special thanks go to our many 
volunteers who worked at our ñFabulous Fish Dinnersò this year.  It 
was another great year of serving the ñBest Fish Dinnerò in the area 
and our patrons are always amazed and grateful for our good food 
and welcoming workers.  Great job once again Saint William 
Parishioners! 
 As we enter into summer, many groups and organizations are 
beginning to wind down their activities and meetings, however events 
are already being planned for the upcoming autumn and winter 
seasons.  As always your help, support, and gift of time and talent is 
sincerely welcomed and appreciated.  All the many good things 
happening at our parish are a result of the faithful and dedicated 
commitment of so many of our parishioners.  Thank you for another 
wonderful and exciting year of ministry, outreach, fun, and care that 
happens in so many ways. 
 We congratulate all those who are graduating this year from 
kindergarten, eighth grade, high school and college.  Congratulations 

on a job well done and may your 
future endeavors, challenges, and 
undertakings be blessed with 
goodness, success, and happiness! 
 Thank you once again for all that 
your do for our parish and community.  
Enjoy the summer season and may 
God continue to bless you, your 
family, and our wonderful parish of 
Saint William! 

ñAll the many good 
things happening at 

our parish are a result 

of the faithful and 

dedicated commitment 

of so many of our 

parishioners.ñ 
 

~Fr. Balash 

R.C.I.A. 2022 

l-to r: Brian Hardman (sponsor), Maria Hardman (initiate), 

Fr. Balash, Nicole McIntyre (initiate), Chad Karafa (sponsor) 

Have a great summer! 
Fr. Michael Balash 
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BAPTISM 

Ethan James Brugler 
Son of Dane & Stephanie Brugler 
Brother of Kegan, Kara, and Leah 

December 23, 2021 
 

Leah Christine Brugler, 
Daughter of Dane & Stephanie Brugler 
Brother of Kegan, Kara, and Ethan 

December 23, 2021 
 

Maximus Joseph Northup 
Son of Jared & Samantha Northup 

Brother of Jaxon 
February 27, 2022 

 

NEW PARISHIONERS 

T  F  F 
James & LouAnn 

 

T  M  F 
Nelson & Angela 

 

T  P  F 
John & Ruby 

 

T  P  F 
Tim, Lindsay, Stella, Sara, & Simon 

 

DECEASED 

Mary Ellen Hoolihan 

Vivian Flamini 

Katherine Shellhammer 

Pauline Lesh 

Shirley Andrews 

Hysen Sait, Jr. 

Reginald Hoerig 

Andrea Gabrielson 

Nancy Meyer 

Ann Marie Palcich 

Joseph Marando 

Mary Bees 

Howard Youngs 

The Body of Christ  
by Deacon Bob Mintus 
 

ñThe Body of Christ.ò  
Just four simple words 
that many of us have 
heard many times. Just 
doing some simple 
math, it works out to 
at least fifty times a 
year, so unless you 
made your first 
communion recently, 
itôs likely that youôve 
heard that phrase at 
least hundreds, if not 
thousands of times. 
 Every week, we 
share the Eucharist 
with these words.  I 
remember when I learned that with the Sacraments, it 
was important to let them speak for themselves, ñThis is 
the Body of Christò would change the meaning of things 
entirely.  I think that many of us forget that Christ is 
present in the Church in three ways.  First, he is present 
through the words of scripture.  Second, he is present 
through the Eucharist.  Finally, he is present in the 
assembly.  From time to time, we forget about that.  
Maybe itôs because we know we are imperfect, broken 
people.  But as the old saying goes, ñWe are what we 
eat.ò  Every time we receive the Eucharist, it changes 
us. 
 When the words, ñThe Body of Christò are used, it 
should remind us that not only is the consecrated host 
the Body of Christ, but also that we are the Body of 
Christ.  Each time I distribute Holy Communion, I hold 
the host and look at the person who is receiving it.  
Both are the Body of Christ.  So to say, ñThis is the 
Body of Christò would be only telling half of the story, 
just like it would be to say, ñYou are the Body of 
Christò. 
 Over the past few months, I have been encouraged to 
see people continue to return to Mass, as well as new 
people join our parish.  And I bet that everyone 
attending notices.  Itôs just like a family get together on 
a holiday.  Arenôt we a part of the family of God?  And 
just like when family members canôt be there for the 
holiday, it makes a difference.  Our celebration of Mass 
when people are away is just like a family dinner when 
not all the members arenôt there. Within the last month, 
on two separate occasions, the Chrism Mass on Holy 
Tuesday and a Mass with other members of the Knights 
of Columbus one important thing that stuck out was that 
both services were nearly full.  There was room for 
more, but the services were so alive, and the buildings 
sang because everyone was there. 
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INCOGNITO 

REMINISCES!!! 
by Incognito 
 

Every once and a while, Incognito 
comes out of retirement to meet new 
people and introduce them to the St. 
William Parish community.  During 
the pandemic, I, the magnificent and 
mysterious Incognito, had plenty of 
time to spend reminiscing with the 
many articles that Iôve written over 
the years. That started me wondering 
how the many people Iôve met and 
interviewed had changed over time.  
The people featured in each edition 
are fantastic and very interesting and 
while many of those much-loved 
people are no longer with us, one 
family is not only still with us but 
has expanded and thrived!  Letôs 
revisit an article from December of 
1993 entitled ñMaking Beautiful 
Music!ò about the very talented 
Kochunas family. 
 When Brian and Andrea 
Kochunas were first interviewed in 
1993 their home was exciting, 
chaotic, and very full of people and 
love.  During that time, Brian was 
employed at National City Bank, 
Andrea was the Childrenôs Choir 
Director at St. William, their three 
daughters were living at home 
(Michelle, Meredith, and Brianne), 
and Andreaôs mother Mary Jenyk 
was an additional member of the 
household.  I called on Andrea 
recently to say ñHello!ò and see 
how things had changed for her and 
her lovely family and Wow! was I 
surprised!  The first thing out of 
Andreaôs mouth was ñHoly Cats!  
Have I got stories for you!  I hope 
you have plenty of time to listen 
because weôve been blessed by the 
bucketful!ò 
 Holy Cats is right!  Brian and 
Andrea have been married for 42 
years and both are retired from their 
careers but are busier than ever.  
Andreaôs mother Mary still lives 
with them and is about to celebrate 
her 100th birthday.  Michelle, 
Meredith, and Brianne are all 

happily married and have children of 
their own.  The biggest blessing in 
their bucket was the addition of 
daughter Olivia five years after the 
1993 article came out in the parish 
newsletter.   
 Andrea says that just as second 
daughter Meredith was about to 
graduate from high school and 
Brianne was close behind, the stress 
and worry about the impending 
empty nest quickly disappeared with 
the blessed arrival of Olivia.  Olivia, 
also a talented musician, is now 
grown and when not studying at 
YSU to be a teacher, is involved in 
the ministry of music at several area 
churches.  She is engaged to be 
married this coming fall! 
 Michelle, Meredith, and Brianne 
have families of their own.  Brian 
and Andrea now have six 
grandchildren ï ALL BOYS!  
Apparently, Brian is waiting for a 
few more grandchildren so he can 
have his own softball team!  All six 
boys are wonderful, incredible, 

talented, brilliant, handsome, and 
charming.  If Andrea had gushed 
anymore about how much she adores 
her grandchildren, I would have 
needed a rowboat to get home!  It 
didnôt escape me, but as Andrea was 
telling about her beloved 
grandchildren, I noticed that they all 
have a talent to music as well as 
athletics. 
 Looking back at the first time 
Andrea sat down to talk about her 
family in 1993, I realize that she is 
no longer worried about having an 
empty nest.  Her mother, Mary is 
there to smile and joke yet another 
day.  One grandson or another is 
always at the door or playing in the 
yardéor needing a ride somewhere!  
Brian and Andreaôs lives are full, 
and happy, and joyous.  Their 
liveséhow they have changed over 
27 years.  Like every family, they 
have had ups-and-downs, good times 
and bad, but oh, their successes!  
They truly have been blessed by the 
bucketful! 
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WOMENõS GUILD 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR ALL 
by Therese Tuttle 
 

ñOpportunities multiply as they are seizedò ~Sun Tzu. 
Merriam-Webster Dictionary defines opportunity as an 
amount of time or situation in which something can be 
done: a chance to do.  The quote above and the 
definition of opportunity describes the essence of why 
the Womenôs Guild exists - to promote Christian values 
and to serve our parish and community.  There are 
numerous ways in which the women of our parish fulfill 
the many opportunities that present themselves.   
 One such opportunity is to volunteer time as an 
officer of the Womenôs Guild.  There are four positions 
available each year, President, Vice President, 
Secretary, and Treasurer. One may think that they are 
not qualified to serve as one of the officers, however, 
that is not true.  Any woman over the age of 18 
qualifies.   
 The duties of the President are to preside at the 
monthly meeting and to introduce new members and 
guests at each meeting, to be a member ñex officioò of 
all committees, to countersign checks with the 
Treasurer, and to act as representative to Parish Council.   
 The duties of the Vice President include, but are not 
limited to, attending monthly meetings 
and covering for the President when she 
is absent, serving as coordinator of the 
program planning committee, and 
overseeing the publication of the 
Guildôs Program booklet.  She also 
promotes the meetings by sharing 
invitations in the Sunday Bulletins, on 
the parish web site, and other social 
media.  
 The duties performed by the 
Secretary include recording the 
proceedings of all meetings,  reading 
the minutes at the following meeting, 

maintaining an attendance sheet, recording the number 
attending each meeting in the minutes, listing all 
standing motions, and sending cards commemorating 
Baptism, First Communion, and Confirmation, to any 
Womenôs Guild member who is suffering from an 
illness, and a Mass Card to the family of a deceased 
Womenôs Guild member.   
 The responsibility of the Treasurer is to keep an 
accurate record of all monies received and disbursed 
and present an accounting report at each meeting, to pay 
all Women Guild financial obligations and to collect all 
monies due.  The Treasurer is to countersign checks 
with the President.  This may seem overwhelming, but it 
is not.  No Officer is left on her own.  Any previous 
officer will be more than happy to counsel an incoming 
officer, especially in the first couple of months of her 
term.   
 Another opportunity lies in volunteering to serve as a 
hostess for one of the monthly meetings or serving as a 
chairwoman, co-chairwomen, or as a volunteer at any of 
the events.  If you want to be involved just let the 
Chairwoman know.   
 Many of our events require a lot of helping hands 
and any volunteers are always very much appreciated.   
ñWhen opportunity presents itself, donôt be afraid to go 
after itò ~Anonymous. 

2022-2023 Womenôs Guild Officers 

l to r: Gloria Karafa (Treasurer), Cathy Poponak (Secretary), Theresa 
Craiger (Vice President), Christine DePascale (President) 

AUGUST 5, 6 & 7, 2022 
GREAT NEWS! The 2022 Rummage Sale is just 
around the corner!  As you start your spring cleaning, 
please remember the Womenôs Guild August 
Rummage Sale!  Hold onto items that are no longer 
needed, but are so appreciated for our sale.  We cannot 
accept computer monitors, appliances, large TVôs, and 
large furniture.  Thanks for your support. 

Parking Lot Project Update  
 

Through the generosity of our parishioners 
$134,000.00 has been pledged since December 
2021 and $127,000.00 has been collected to 
date in addition to $100,000.00 in existing 
funds for our new Parking Lot.  We are hoping 
to have the project underway this coming 
summer!  Along with the new pavement, a new 
main entrance, new lighting, and green space 
will be included.  Thank you to all who donated 
so generously to help make this project happen! 
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Mardi Gras Madness  
by Tina McCue 
 

Twenty-two years ago, my husband traveled to New 
Orleans for a business meeting.  Little did we know that 
this would be the beginning of our passion for 
celebrating Mardi Gras.  He came home from that 
meeting with beautifully made masks of vibrantly 
colored feathers, plenty of Mardi Gras beads, a few 
scary masks, and of course a Jesterôs hat and boots.  By 
the following year he found 
recipes for King Cake and our 
annual celebration began.  King 
Cakes were made and sent to 
school with each of our children 
and purple, green, and gold 
became our favorite colors on 
this festive day.  We found out 
that we loved jambalaya and red 
beans and rice.  Jazz music was 
blasting from our stereo as we 
danced and consumed the 
abundant feast.  At the McCue house, 
Mardi Gras lived up to its translated name 
of Fat Tuesday.   
 As our children grew and started leaving 
the nest, I found that I really missed all the 
noise and shenanigans and dreamed of 
having a Mardi Gras celebration with our 
teens in Youth Ministry.  This dream finally 
came true on Sunday, February 27.  We had 
a marvelous time that included a trivia 
game, a scavenger hunt, and a glow-in-the-
dark football toss.  We feasted on pierogies 
made by our friends at St. Elizabeth Ann 

Seton, jambalaya, our St. William macaroni and cheese, 
and, of course, King Cake.  After much laughter and 
shenanigans, we paraded toward the worship space to 
spend time before the Blessed Sacrament in prayer.  I 
am always so impressed by our teens.  They can be 
hooting and hollering one minute and the next minute 
reverently praying before their Lord.  I remain forever 
thankful for the opportunity to walk this journey of faith 
with the good people of St. William. 
 By the time you read this article, we will be past our 

prayerful Lenten season.  I pray that 
you were able to find peace in fasting 
from habits that leave you feeling 
empty and lost, found joy in giving of 
your time and treasure to others, and 
most importantly found time to spend 
with your God in prayer. 

Womenõs Guild 

Kitchen Addition  
 

Many thanks to the Womenôs Guild for 
purchasing two new stoves/ovens for our parish 
kitchen.  The new stoves arrived in late April 
and have been installed and are ready for use!  
Thank you Womenôs Guild for your continued 
support and dedication to our parish.  
Remember all women of the parish 
automatically belong to the Womenôs Guild.  
Meetings are held on the first Wednesday of 
each month and the Guild continues to support 
the mission and ministry of the parish by their 
fundraising efforts and social events.   


