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Eagle of the Cross  

by Dan Robinson 

 

On April 18, 2018 Chase Kufchak received the Eagle 

of the Cross Award from Bishop Murry.  Chase was 

one of 29 young people from across the diocese to 

receive the award.  The Eagle of the Cross, created 

originally by the National Federation for Catholic 

Youth Ministry, is the highest recognition that the 

diocese confers on a youth.  It is given to 

extraordinary teens who selflessly serve their peers 

and parishes.   

Since 1999, the Eagle of the Cross has been 

given annually to select high school juniors and 

seniors who show particular zeal in the life of their 

parish.  The recipients must be practicing Catholics 

who exemplify the qualities of moral integrity, prayer, 

good works and Christian leadership. Olivia Kochunas 

and Johnathan Mahan are past recipients of the Eagle 

of the Cross Award from 2016. 

Chase will be a senior this fall at Bristol High 

 Eagle(Continued on page 18) 
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Van Patrick Basinger, 
Son of Mark & Sarah Basinger 

Grandson of Clyde & Anna Jo Basinger 
June 2, 2018 
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éFROM THE PASTOR 

It is hard to believe that August has arrived and we 
are in the midst of the ñdog daysò of summer!  
Another school year will soon be starting; the air 
will get crisp, the days will get shorter 
and Friday nights will be filled with 
football games and halftime 
shows!  Here at Saint William 
many of our parish activities and 
meetings will soon be starting 
after the summer hiatus.  Our 
parish groups and organizations 
are beginning to plan their events 
and activities for the upcoming year 
and I hope that you will be a part of 
the many good and exciting 
opportunities that happen at our parish during the 
year.  You are always welcomed and encouraged to 
participate in any group or organization.  Your talents 
and gifts are deeply appreciated and valued and we 
need you!!! 
 This summer has seen the completion of many 
projects here at the parish.  Most noticeably has been 
the destruction of the previous rectory and office 
building.  In late July the Champion Fire Department, 
after using the structure for training exercises and 
drills, set fire to the complete building.  The 
remainder of the building was excavated and the 
space was filled in and grass will be planted.  Some 
other projects completed this summer have been the 
installation of brighter parking lot lights, the re-
striping of the parking lot and the completion of the 
landscaping around the church building.  In addition, 
the usual summer maintenance of the building and 
grounds has been taking place on a regular basis. 
 As you can see a lot of great things are happening 
at our parish due to the generous spirit and dedication 
of you...our wonderful parishioners!  This is truly a 
remarkable and special time in our parish history.  
Saint William Parish continues to be a beacon of light 
and hope to our community and area thanks to you!   
 Thank you for your on-going support and 
commitment to all the activities of our parish.  May 
God continue to bless you, your family and our 
wonderful parish of Saint William and donôt forget to 
enjoy these last days of summer! 
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OUT IN  A BLAZE OF GLORY!  

Champion Fire Department set the fire in the 
abandoned office/rectory on Saturday, July 28 
that put a close to a chapter begun four years 
ago.  In a matter of hours the building was 
gone ï burned to the foundation.  Within four 
days all traces of the building were 
wiped away thanks to the quick 
and talented work of King 
Brothers.  Rex King dug out the 
remaining basement and parking 
lot so that fresh dirt and grass can 
be planted. 
 As of publication, all traces of 
the office/rectory are gone.  It is a 
clean expanse of lawn (or will be 
lawn when the grass grows in!)  
Those of us that believed in this 
project and supported it from its 
inception are no doubt breathing a sigh of relief.  
Completion.  Done! 

 But as the building and garage burned with 
intense colors that only Mother Nature could 
provide, a few tears were shed by those 
watching.  Tears, not of anger or sadness at the 
demolition of a derelict building, but of fond 
and happy memories of people and events 
surrounding a vibrant parish center.  Memories 
of: CCD taught in the basement, of dinner 
parties hosted by various priests in residence, 
and of numerous visitors from near and far.  
More memories of prayer meetings, meetings 
for spiritual guidance or comfort from Frs. 
Murry, McCarthy, Crumbly, or Smar, or 

planning meetings for Baptisms, Weddings, 
and Funerals.  The memories of more recent 
events such as Technology Tuesday where so 
many learned to navigate the digital highway or 
those who visited to gather much needed 

clothing from 
Reneeôs Closet.  
This building 
has been so 
much more 
than an office 
or rectory ï it 
has been a 
second home to 
all parishioners 
for over 50 
years. 
 Now what?  

We have a beautiful new office where we can 
begin to create new and exciting memories.  We 
have a meeting place where we can all come 
together without fear of electrocution, frozen 
toilets, or bats interrupting our meetings.  What 
we donôt have is a visual reminder of the 
importance and joy that the old office gave us.  
Perhaps, as we continue moving forward with 
the evolution of our parish grounds we can 
come up with a memorial to the memories we 
hold so dearémaybe a tree, a flower garden, or 
a plaque?  If you have memories of the office/
rectory and would like to share them please 
send them to drobinson@stwilliamchampion.org or 
write them down and pass them on to Dan 
Robinson for inclusion in a book of memories. 

mailto:drobinson@stwilliamchampion.org
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ADULT FAITH FORMATION 
by Tina McCue 

 
We look forward to a new year of adult faith formation.  Each year, the United States Conference of 
Catholic Bishops (USCCB) chooses a theme for the catechetical year.  The 2018 theme will be "Enlisting 

Witnesses for Jesus Christ."   Adult Faith Formation is a ñwonderful opportunity to reflect 
on the role that each person plays, by virtue of Baptism, in handing on the faith and being 
a witness to the Gospel.ò (USCCB Catechetical Sunday website) 
 
The ministry of the Word is a fundamental element of evangelization through all its 
stages, because it involves the proclamation of Jesus Christ, the eternal Word of God. 
ñThe word of God nourishes both evangelizers and those who are being 
evangelized so that each one may continue to grow in his or her Christian lifeò 
(National Directory for Catechesis [NDC] [Washington, DC: United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops, 2005], no. 17). 

 
 St. William will continue our journey of breaking open the Word with Little Rock Scripture Study.  This 
fall, we will study The Book of Revelation.  This study invites the modern reader to enter into the struggle 
between good and evil, hear the call to conversion and experience God's ultimate triumph. It contains letters 
to seven churches of Asia Minor (modern Turkey), which urge faithfulness to Christ. Powerful visions of 
God and the victorious lamb in heaven are unveiled as God and the lamb achieve the ultimate and absolute 
victory over evil, culminating in a new heaven and a new earth with a new Jerusalem as home to God's holy 
people. (littlerockscripture.org) 
 Bible study sessions will begin Monday, September 24 at 9:30 a.m. and again at 6:30 p.m.  You are 
welcome to choose the time that best fits with your schedule.  In addition to Little Rock Scripture Study, we 
will offer sessions to reflect on The Four Signs of a Dynamic Catholic by Matthew Kelly.  The first session 
will be held on Monday, September 17 at 6:30 p.m.  During this session, we will focus our discussion on 
The First Sign ï Prayer: Dynamic Catholics have a daily commitment to prayer.  You are most welcome to 
bring a friend as together we become witnesses for Jesus Christ. 

 
 
 

Little Rock Scripture Study 

Begins Monday, September 24 

9:30 a.m. or 6:30 p.m.  

The Four Signs of a Dynamic Catholic 

The First Sign - Prayer 

Monday, September 17 

6:30 p.m. 
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PSR 
by Carol Timko 

 
Ah!  The lovely slow days of 
summer are a wonderful time 
to reset ourselves and prepare 
for the new upcoming PSR 
year while we reminisce about 
the fabulous year we just 
completed.  PSR held the last class for the 2017-18 
school year on Sunday, April 29 with an exciting 
FFC entitled, Thereôs No Place Like Home.  
Families shared breakfast and fun activities based 
on the movie The Wizard of Oz. 
 Each family was given a checklist with four 
stations.  When they completed the activity at a 
station, their card was stamped and they proceeded 
on to the next station. The stations included 
activities like: a Guess Who type game at the 
Emerald City Station; find the Ruby Slippers at the 
Dorothy Station; a scavenger hunt at the Scarecrow 
Station; and a Scary Forrest Maze at the Lion 
Station (Pictures can be found on page 13.) 
 When we completed the four breakout sessions, 
we gathered in the Social Hall once again where 
each family wrote on a cutout heart that was 
attached to the Tin Man during the closing 
ñThereôs No Place Like Homeò prayer. Everyone 
attended the 11:00  Mass where Violet Ziska and 
Cole Freudenrich received their First Holy 
Communion. 
 The upcoming school year will begin on 
Sunday, September 9 at 9:30 a.m.  PSR is looking 
for a few helpers/teachers for this school year.  If 
you would like more information about how you 
can help teach our young people our Catholic faith, 
please contact Carol Timko. 

MUSIC MINISTRY  NOTES 
by Pat Maciejewski 

 

Late Summer 2018 

We have a new Memorial of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary added to the 
General Roman Calendar by decree of 
the Congregation of Divine Worship.  
The Monday after Pentecost is now 
designated: The Blessed Virgin Mary, 
Mother of the Church.  Yes, Mary is Mother of the 
Church-of everyone-our blessed Mother in heaven!  Pray 
to her to intercede on our behalf in good times and in bad 
times, in sickness and in health:  Mary, Mother of God, 
pray for us. Psalm 87: 1-2, 3 & 5, 6-7 is the psalm for 
this Memorial. 
 

Members of St. William Parish, please consider joining 
our Music Ministry! Folk Group resumes Wednesday, 
September 12 for 7 p.m. rehearsal and Adult Choir 
resumes Thursday, September 13, also at 7 p.m. We 
serve as leaders of sung prayer at mass twice a month. A 
yearly schedule is posted in the vestibule of church.  
 
St. William Parish youth in grades 2 ï 8 please join our 
music ministry to prepare for Christmas with two 
rehearsals: Saturday, December 15 and December 22 at 
10 a.m.  PARENTS: mark your calendars now and set 
aside time for your child to prepare for our Christmas 
Eve liturgy. All are welcome! Please see the music 
director after any Mass or email her at: 
pmaciejewski@stwilliamchampion.org.   
 
St. William Music Ministry wishes everyone a beautiful, 
colorful, and wonderful fall season.  

Let us pray:   
 
His foundation upon the holy mountains the LORD 
loves: The gates of Zion, more than any dwelling of 
Jacob.  
Glorious things are told of you, O city of God.  
 
Glorious things are said of you, O city of God! And of 
Zion they shall say:  ñOne and all were born in her; 
And he who has established her is the Most High 
LORD.ò  
Glorious things are told of you, O city of God.  
 
They shall note, when the peoples are enrolled:  ñThis 
man was born there.ò And all shall sing, in their festive 
dance:  ñMy home is within you.ò  
Glorious things are told of you, O city of God. 

Free Christian cartoon courtesy of:  www.christianitytoday.com 

mailto:pmaciejewski@stwilliamchampion.org
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WOMENõS GUILD 
by Therese Tuttle 

 
Here is an update as to what has 
happened and what to look 
forward to this coming year.  
Aprilôs meeting was designated as 
a working meeting for our annual 
Card Party and the ladies worked 
together to set things up and 
arrange the social hall for the 
upcoming event.  Various types of 
pizza were 
enjoyed by all 
who attended.  
The Card Party 
went off 
without a 
hitch.  It was 
beautifully 
decorated with 
lovely tea cup 
centerpieces 
and the food 
was, as always, delicious.  
Chairwomen Maria Butcher and 
Ellie Gates did an incredible job 
organizing and implementing this 
event.  
 Two events happened in May, 
the first being the Installation of 
Officers held at Enzoôs Restaurant.  
After enjoying a delicious meal, 

the new officers recited their oaths 
witnessed by 21 attendees.  
Congratulations to Theresa 
Craiger, President; Linda Horm, 
Vice President; Mo Thuman, 
Treasurer; and Cathy Poponak, 
Secretary.  We thank each of these 
ladies for volunteering their time 
and energy to help make the 
upcoming year successful and fun.  
The second event which occurred 
in May was the Marian Devotion 

and Mother Child Banquet.  Again, 
this was a huge success and the 
chairwoman ï Mo Thuman and 
committee did an outstanding job 
putting this on.  There is a quote in 
the 2017-2018 Program Booklet by 
actress Halle Berry that I would 
like to share.  I think it is fitting to 
describe the purpose of the Mother 

Child Banquet far better than 
anything I could write.  The quote 
is as follows: ñYou think you 
know what love is ï until you have 
a child and discover that 
unconditional mother love.ò 
 Committee members of the 
Rummage Sale spent the summer 
planning and preparing for the 
annual Rummage Sale which 
began Thursday, August 2 through 
Saturday, August 4. There is a 
tremendous amount of work 
involved in organizing the 
Rummage Sale but the ultimate 
outcome makes it worthwhile. The 
monetary gain is always a plus but 
also there are the new friendships 
formed, old acquaintances 
rekindled, and lots of laughter, 
hugs, and conversations. 
 Another fun event to look 
forward to this summer is the 
annual Church picnic.  On the 
menu: hamburgers, hot dogs, 
baked beans, corn, watermelon, 
and ice cream.  There are games to 
be played. A special Thank You 
goes out to the men of the parish 
who continue to help the Womenôs 
Guild during these events. I look 
forward to seeing you at our 
functions or meetings.  Have a 
save and fun filled summer! 

-Ï 4ÈÕÍÁÎȟ 4ÈÅÒÅÓÁ #ÒÁÉÇÅÒȟ ,ÉÎÄÁ (ÏÒÍȟ Ǫ #ÁÔÈÙ 0ÏÐÏÎÁË 

2018- 2019 

EVENTS AT A GLANCE 

 

TNT Night ï September 11 
Christmas Kolachi Bake ï November 28  
Parish Family Dinner ï December 2  
Christmas Craft Show ï December 8  
Quarter Auction ï to be announced 
Easter Kolachi Bake ï April 10, 2019 
Card Party ï April 27, 2019 

Daughters of Mary Banquet ï May 5, 2019 
Rummage Sale 2019 ï August 1, 2, 3 
Parish Picnic ï to be announced 

Free Christian cartoon courtesy of:  www.christianitytoday.com 
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RUMMAGE WITH  

CHAMPIONS 
by Therese Tuttle 

 
The Women Guild held their 
annual rummage sale August 2 
through August 4.  Preparations for 
this event begin as early as 
February and continues throughout 
the spring.  During the early 
summer months, we are in full 
ñrummage saleò mode.  How do we 
do this?  First, we start by 
contacting various types of media 
and requesting their advertising 
schedules and pricing.  A 
committee meeting is scheduled in 
April/May (all are invited!)  During 
this meeting we go over the 

itinerary, re-confirm dates, assign 
duties, and discuss ideas, old and 
new.  We talk about what worked 
last year and what didnôt work and 
we make changes for the upcoming 
rummage sale.  During the months 
of June and July notices in the 
church bulletin start to appear and 
advertisements/notifications are 
placed in various local media 
outlets.  Beginning in mid to late 
July a few members place yard 
signs in strategic locations around 
Warren/Champion.  

We begin collecting 
donations the Saturday evening 
before the sale.  Tables are set up 
and arranged beforehand so that the 
people receiving the items can start 
placing them on tables to be 
displayed and to make browsing 
more conducive.  We organize our 

tables so that like items are together 
for easy shopping.  In the social 
hall we lay out the donated dishes, 
clothes, pots and pans, plastic-ware, 
knick-knacks, jewelry, 

miscellaneous 
glassware, 
linens, and many 
other items.  In 
the classrooms 
across the hall, 
shoes, seasonal 
items, baskets, 
sewing 
treasures, books 
and other items 
are displayed.  
Also, one of the 

classrooms is designated for 
childrenôs toys and books.  Larger 
items, furniture, tools, and outdoor 
items are displayed in the hallway.  

We start setting up and pricing 
items as they arrive.  Overall, it 
takes three days to sort, price, and 
arrange all of this and the 
volunteers, who donate their time 

so generously, really do a 
wonderful job. 

Thursday morning is 
opening day and our anticipation 
levels are high as we prepare to 
unlock the doors. Shoppers start to 
line up outside the church as early 
as an hour before opening time; 
they are ready with bags in hand.  
Moments after unlocking the doors, 
people rush in ï do not stand in the 
way or you will be swept up in the 
rush.  For the first 3 to 4 hours, the 
counters, packers and cashiers are 
crazy busy attending to our guests.  
The ladies working the floor are 
just as busy assisting with prices 
and restocking the tables.  That first 
day is a whirlwind of activity and 
the volunteers are exhausted when 
we finally lock the front doors.  
Friday and Saturday are busy days 

as well, but nothing like Thursday 
morning.  This year a number of 
our shoppers mentioned that St. 

Rummage (Continued on page 18) 

ΨΦΧή 2ÕÍÍÁÇÅ 3ÁÌÅ #ÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅ 


