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Eagle of the Cross
by Dan Robinson

On April 18, 2018 Chase Kufchak received the Eagle
of the Cross Award from Bishop Murry. Chase was
one of 29 young people from across the diocese to
receive the award. The Eagle of the Cross, created
originally by the National Federation for Catholic
Youth Ministry, is the highest recognition that the
diocese confers on a youth.
It is given to
extraordinary teens who selflessly serve their peers
and parishes.
Since 1999, the Eagle of the Cross has been
given annually to select high school juniors and
seniors who show particular zeal in the life of their
parish. The recipients must be practicing Catholics

Barb Kufchak, Chase Kufchak, and Michael Kufchak
at the 2018 Eagle of the Cross Awards Banquet

who exemplify the qualities of moral integrity, prayer,
good works and Christian leadership. Olivia Kochunas
and Johnathan Mahan are past recipients of the Eagle
of the Cross Award from 2016.
Chase will be a senior this fall at Bristol High
Eagle(Continued on page 18)
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…FROM

Baptism
Van Patrick Basinger,

Son of Mark & Sarah Basinger
Grandson of Clyde & Anna Jo Basinger
June 2, 2018

In Memoriam
William Newmillar
1932-2018

Agnes Kolar
1915-2018

Lex Prindle
1931-2018

Sylvia Razzano
1932-2018

Emidio DiGiacobbe
1926-2018

Carmella Powell
1927-2018

Leroy Wilson
1932-2018

Karen Bogan
1949-2018

Steve Horvath
1927-2018

Nancy Cimbanin
1948-2018

Ruth Kuszmaul
1932-2018

THE

PASTOR

It is hard to believe that August has arrived and we
are in the midst of the “dog days” of summer!
Another school year will soon be starting; the air
will get crisp, the days will get shorter
and Friday nights will be filled with
football games and halftime
shows! Here at Saint William
many of our parish activities and
meetings will soon be starting
after the summer hiatus. Our
parish groups and organizations
are beginning to plan their events
and activities for the upcoming year
and I hope that you will be a part of
the
many
good
and
exciting
opportunities that happen at our parish during the
year. You are always welcomed and encouraged to
participate in any group or organization. Your talents
and gifts are deeply appreciated and valued and we
need you!!!
This summer has seen the completion of many
projects here at the parish. Most noticeably has been
the destruction of the previous rectory and office
building. In late July the Champion Fire Department,
after using the structure for training exercises and
drills, set fire to the complete building. The
remainder of the building was excavated and the
space was filled in and grass will be planted. Some
other projects completed this summer have been the
installation of brighter parking lot lights, the restriping of the parking lot and the completion of the
landscaping around the church building. In addition,
the usual summer maintenance of the building and
grounds has been taking place on a regular basis.
As you can see a lot of great things are happening
at our parish due to the generous spirit and dedication
of you...our wonderful parishioners! This is truly a
remarkable and special time in our parish history.
Saint William Parish continues to be a beacon of light
and hope to our community and area thanks to you!
Thank you for your on-going support and
commitment to all the activities of our parish. May
God continue to bless you, your family and our
wonderful parish of Saint William and don’t forget to
enjoy these last days of summer!
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OUT

IN A

BLAZE

OF

GLORY!

Champion Fire Department set the fire in the
abandoned office/rectory on Saturday, July 28
that put a close to a chapter begun four years
ago. In a matter of hours the building was
gone – burned to the foundation. Within four
days all traces of the building were
wiped away thanks to the quick
and talented work of King
Brothers. Rex King dug out the
remaining basement and parking
lot so that fresh dirt and grass can
be planted.
As of publication, all traces of
the office/rectory are gone. It is a
clean expanse of lawn (or will be
lawn when the grass grows in!)
Those of us that believed in this
project and supported it from its
inception are no doubt breathing a sigh of relief.
Completion. Done!

planning meetings for Baptisms, Weddings,
and Funerals. The memories of more recent
events such as Technology Tuesday where so
many learned to navigate the digital highway or
those who visited to gather much needed
clothing from
Renee’s Closet.
This building
has been so
much
more
than an office
or rectory – it
has been a
second home to
all parishioners
for over 50
years.
Now what?
We have a beautiful new office where we can
begin to create new and exciting memories. We
have a meeting place where we can all come
together without fear of electrocution, frozen
toilets, or bats interrupting our meetings. What
we don’t have is a visual reminder of the
importance and joy that the old office gave us.
Perhaps, as we continue moving forward with
the evolution of our parish grounds we can
come up with a memorial to the memories we
hold so dear…maybe a tree, a flower garden, or
a plaque? If you have memories of the office/
rectory and would like to share them please
send them to drobinson@stwilliamchampion.org or
write them down and pass them on to Dan
But as the building and garage burned with Robinson for inclusion in a book of memories.
intense colors that only Mother Nature could
provide, a few tears were shed by those
watching. Tears, not of anger or sadness at the
demolition of a derelict building, but of fond
and happy memories of people and events
surrounding a vibrant parish center. Memories
of: CCD taught in the basement, of dinner
parties hosted by various priests in residence,
and of numerous visitors from near and far.
More memories of prayer meetings, meetings
for spiritual guidance or comfort from Frs.
Murry, McCarthy, Crumbly, or Smar, or
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ADULT FAITH FORMATION
by Tina McCue

We look forward to a new year of adult faith formation. Each year, the United States Conference of
Catholic Bishops (USCCB) chooses a theme for the catechetical year. The 2018 theme will be "Enlisting
Witnesses for Jesus Christ." Adult Faith Formation is a “wonderful opportunity to reflect
on the role that each person plays, by virtue of Baptism, in handing on the faith and being
a witness to the Gospel.” (USCCB Catechetical Sunday website)
The ministry of the Word is a fundamental element of evangelization through all its
stages, because it involves the proclamation of Jesus Christ, the eternal Word of God.
“The word of God nourishes both evangelizers and those who are being
evangelized so that each one may continue to grow in his or her Christian life”
(National Directory for Catechesis [NDC] [Washington, DC: United States
Conference of Catholic Bishops, 2005], no. 17).
St. William will continue our journey of breaking open the Word with Little Rock Scripture Study. This
fall, we will study The Book of Revelation. This study invites the modern reader to enter into the struggle
between good and evil, hear the call to conversion and experience God's ultimate triumph. It contains letters
to seven churches of Asia Minor (modern Turkey), which urge faithfulness to Christ. Powerful visions of
God and the victorious lamb in heaven are unveiled as God and the lamb achieve the ultimate and absolute
victory over evil, culminating in a new heaven and a new earth with a new Jerusalem as home to God's holy
people. (littlerockscripture.org)
Bible study sessions will begin Monday, September 24 at 9:30 a.m. and again at 6:30 p.m. You are
welcome to choose the time that best fits with your schedule. In addition to Little Rock Scripture Study, we
will offer sessions to reflect on The Four Signs of a Dynamic Catholic by Matthew Kelly. The first session
will be held on Monday, September 17 at 6:30 p.m. During this session, we will focus our discussion on
The First Sign – Prayer: Dynamic Catholics have a daily commitment to prayer. You are most welcome to
bring a friend as together we become witnesses for Jesus Christ.
Little Rock Scripture Study
Begins Monday, September 24
9:30 a.m. or 6:30 p.m.

The Four Signs of a Dynamic Catholic
The First Sign - Prayer
Monday, September 17
6:30 p.m.

Front view of St. William Church showing the
north end of the building not long after
construction ended. This photo is believed to be
from approximately 1964. Any additional
information would be welcomed.
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MUSIC MINISTRY NOTES

PSR

by Pat Maciejewski

by Carol Timko

Late Summer 2018
We have a new Memorial of the
Blessed Virgin Mary added to the
General Roman Calendar by decree of
the Congregation of Divine Worship.
The Monday after Pentecost is now
designated: The Blessed Virgin Mary,
Mother of the Church. Yes, Mary is Mother of the
Church-of everyone-our blessed Mother in heaven! Pray
to her to intercede on our behalf in good times and in bad
times, in sickness and in health: Mary, Mother of God,
pray for us. Psalm 87: 1-2, 3 & 5, 6-7 is the psalm for
this Memorial.
Let us pray:
His foundation upon the holy mountains the LORD
loves: The gates of Zion, more than any dwelling of
Jacob.
Glorious things are told of you, O city of God.
Glorious things are said of you, O city of God! And of
Zion they shall say: “One and all were born in her;
And he who has established her is the Most High
LORD.”
Glorious things are told of you, O city of God.
They shall note, when the peoples are enrolled: “This
man was born there.” And all shall sing, in their festive
dance: “My home is within you.”
Glorious things are told of you, O city of God.

Members of St. William Parish, please consider joining
our Music Ministry! Folk Group resumes Wednesday,
September 12 for 7 p.m. rehearsal and Adult Choir
resumes Thursday, September 13, also at 7 p.m. We
serve as leaders of sung prayer at mass twice a month. A
yearly schedule is posted in the vestibule of church.

Ah! The lovely slow days of
summer are a wonderful time
to reset ourselves and prepare
for the new upcoming PSR
year while we reminisce about
the fabulous year we just
completed. PSR held the last class for the 2017-18
school year on Sunday, April 29 with an exciting
FFC entitled, There’s No Place Like Home.
Families shared breakfast and fun activities based
on the movie The Wizard of Oz.
Each family was given a checklist with four
stations. When they completed the activity at a
station, their card was stamped and they proceeded
on to the next station. The stations included
activities like: a Guess Who type game at the
Emerald City Station; find the Ruby Slippers at the
Dorothy Station; a scavenger hunt at the Scarecrow
Station; and a Scary Forrest Maze at the Lion
Station (Pictures can be found on page 13.)
When we completed the four breakout sessions,
we gathered in the Social Hall once again where
each family wrote on a cutout heart that was
attached to the Tin Man during the closing
“There’s No Place Like Home” prayer. Everyone
attended the 11:00 Mass where Violet Ziska and
Cole Freudenrich received their First Holy
Communion.
The upcoming school year will begin on
Sunday, September 9 at 9:30 a.m. PSR is looking
for a few helpers/teachers for this school year. If
you would like more information about how you
can help teach our young people our Catholic faith,
please contact Carol Timko.

St. William Parish youth in grades 2 – 8 please join our
music ministry to prepare for Christmas with two
rehearsals: Saturday, December 15 and December 22 at
10 a.m. PARENTS: mark your calendars now and set
aside time for your child to prepare for our Christmas
Eve liturgy. All are welcome! Please see the music
director after any Mass or email her at:
pmaciejewski@stwilliamchampion.org.
St. William Music Ministry wishes everyone a beautiful,
colorful, and wonderful fall season.
Free Christian cartoon courtesy of: www.christianitytoday.com
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WOMEN’S GUILD
by Therese Tuttle

the new officers recited their oaths
witnessed by 21 attendees.
Congratulations
to
Theresa
Craiger, President; Linda Horm,
Vice President; Mo Thuman,
Treasurer; and Cathy Poponak,
Secretary. We thank each of these
ladies for volunteering their time
and energy to help make the
upcoming year successful and fun.
The second event which occurred
in May was the Marian Devotion

Here is an update as to what has
happened and what to look
forward to this coming year.
April’s meeting was designated as
a working meeting for our annual
Card Party and the ladies worked
together to set things up and
arrange the social hall for the
upcoming event. Various types of
pizza
were
enjoyed by all
who attended.
The Card Party
went
off
without
a
hitch. It was
beautifully
decorated with
lovely tea cup Mo Thuman, Theresa Craiger, Linda Horm, & Cathy Poponak
centerpieces
and the food
was,
as
always,
delicious. and Mother Child Banquet. Again,
Chairwomen Maria Butcher and this was a huge success and the
Ellie Gates did an incredible job chairwoman – Mo Thuman and
organizing and implementing this committee did an outstanding job
event.
putting this on. There is a quote in
Two events happened in May, the 2017-2018 Program Booklet by
the first being the Installation of actress Halle Berry that I would
Officers held at Enzo’s Restaurant. like to share. I think it is fitting to
After enjoying a delicious meal, describe the purpose of the Mother

Child Banquet far better than
anything I could write. The quote
is as follows: “You think you
know what love is – until you have
a child and discover that
unconditional mother love.”
Committee members of the
Rummage Sale spent the summer
planning and preparing for the
annual Rummage Sale which
began Thursday, August 2 through
Saturday, August 4. There is a
tremendous amount of work
involved in organizing the
Rummage Sale but the ultimate
outcome makes it worthwhile. The
monetary gain is always a plus but
also there are the new friendships
formed,
old
acquaintances
rekindled, and lots of laughter,
hugs, and conversations.
Another fun event to look
forward to this summer is the
annual Church picnic. On the
menu: hamburgers, hot dogs,
baked beans, corn, watermelon,
and ice cream. There are games to
be played. A special Thank You
goes out to the men of the parish
who continue to help the Women’s
Guild during these events. I look
forward to seeing you at our
functions or meetings. Have a
save and fun filled summer!

2018-2019
EVENTS AT A GLANCE
TNT Night – September 11
Christmas Kolachi Bake – November 28
Parish Family Dinner – December 2
Christmas Craft Show – December 8
Quarter Auction – to be announced
Easter Kolachi Bake – April 10, 2019
Card Party – April 27, 2019
Daughters of Mary Banquet – May 5, 2019
Rummage Sale 2019 – August 1, 2, 3
Parish Picnic – to be announced
Free Christian cartoon courtesy of: www.christianitytoday.com
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RUMMAGE WITH
CHAMPIONS
by Therese Tuttle

The Women Guild held their
annual rummage sale August 2
through August 4. Preparations for
this event begin as early as
February and continues throughout
the spring.
During the early
summer months, we are in full
“rummage sale” mode. How do we
do this?
First, we start by
contacting various types of media
and requesting their advertising
schedules and pricing.
A
committee meeting is scheduled in
April/May (all are invited!) During
this meeting we go over the

2018 Rummage Sale Committee

tables so that like items are together
for easy shopping. In the social
hall we lay out the donated dishes,
clothes, pots and pans, plastic-ware,
knick-knacks,
jewelry,
miscellaneous
glassware,
linens, and many
other items. In
the classrooms
across the hall,
shoes, seasonal
items, baskets,
sewing
treasures, books
and other items
are
displayed.
Also, one of the
classrooms is designated for
itinerary, re-confirm dates, assign
children’s toys and books. Larger
duties, and discuss ideas, old and
items, furniture, tools, and outdoor
new. We talk about what worked
items are displayed in the hallway.
last year and what didn’t work and
we make changes for the upcoming
rummage sale. During the months
of June and July notices in the
church bulletin start to appear and
advertisements/notifications
are
placed in various local media
outlets. Beginning in mid to late
July a few members place yard
signs in strategic locations around
Warren/Champion.
We
begin
collecting
donations the Saturday evening
before the sale. Tables are set up
and arranged beforehand so that the We start setting up and pricing
people receiving the items can start items as they arrive. Overall, it
placing them on tables to be takes three days to sort, price, and
displayed and to make browsing arrange all of this and the
more conducive. We organize our volunteers, who donate their time
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so generously, really do a
wonderful job.
Thursday
morning
is
opening day and our anticipation
levels are high as we prepare to
unlock the doors. Shoppers start to
line up outside the church as early
as an hour before opening time;
they are ready with bags in hand.
Moments after unlocking the doors,
people rush in – do not stand in the
way or you will be swept up in the
rush. For the first 3 to 4 hours, the
counters, packers and cashiers are
crazy busy attending to our guests.
The ladies working the floor are
just as busy assisting with prices
and restocking the tables. That first
day is a whirlwind of activity and
the volunteers are exhausted when
we finally lock the front doors.
Friday and Saturday are busy days

as well, but nothing like Thursday
morning. This year a number of
our shoppers mentioned that St.
Rummage (Continued on page 18)

A TINY TREASURE
by Cathy Poponak

DO YOU KNOW
THESE PEOPLE?
During the
deconstruction of the office/rectory, these
photographs were found behind the knottypine paneling. It has been speculated that
the people in the photo could be the owners
of the original farmhouse. If you remember
the Difford family (the family that the
Diocese bought the St. William property
from) can you put names to these faces?

In 1948 a tiny, very delicate cotton gown was purchased by
Bronislawa (Blanche) Lulek for her baby granddaughter’s
christening. That baby was my aunt Claudia, who has both
shared her cherished gift and started a family tradition.
Family heirlooms such as baptismal gowns tie the generations
of a family together in a deeply intimate way. The gown itself
signifies the "thread which has run through a family's
history."
Eighteen of our family’s babies have been baptized in
this treasured garment, ten girls and eight boys. A gown is
appropriate attire for either a boy or a girl and is traditionally
white. A white garment reflects that in Baptism we “put on
Christ,” taking our new and truest identity as a son or
daughter of God.
Historically, the
christening gown worn
by the Catholic daughter
would be one of her
"Three White Dresses",
each of which marked
three major rites of
passage in her life: her
baptism,
her
first
communion, and her
wedding day. If your
family has a special
tradition that you would
like to share in our parish
newsletter, please contact
Cathy Poponak.

Father in Heaven,
hear our prayers for your
Shepherd and ours, Bishop Murry.
Give him healing and health.
Grant him strength and courage during
his time of treatment.
May he receive your peace and blessing.
Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us.

UPDATE ON BISHOP MURRY

In late April it was learned that Bishop Murry had
been diagnosed with a form of acute leukemia. He
was admitted to the Cleveland Clinic on April 29 and
underwent intensive chemotherapy for four weeks.
Bishop Murry was released from the hospital in late
May after responding well to his treatment. He
continues less intense outpatient follow-up chemotherapy treatments and continues to respond favorably. He
is currently at home and continues his recovery and treatment.
Bishop Murry is in good spirits and grateful for all the prayers and good wishes that have been offered. We
continue to keep Bishop Murry and all those who are sick in our prayers and thoughts.
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New Parishoners

WELCOME!

November 2017-Present

by Tina McCue

This summer during our summer movie night, one of my
daughters was pleasantly surprised to see all of the young
children in attendance. In her words, “Where did all these
children come from?” After being away at college, she
did not realize how many families with small children
have joined our parish. Over the past few years, we have
been blessed with many new families in varying stages of
family life. The influx of new parishioners has added
wonderful new dimensions to our parish family.
We are happy to announce that our parish is in the
process of forming a Welcome Ministry to assist our new
parishioners in navigating the many opportunities of faith
formation available at St. William. We look forward to
getting this ministry up and running with a New Member
Welcome Reception on Sunday, September 16, 2018
following the 11:00 a.m. Mass. If you have joined St.
William within the past several years, please mark your
calendar to attend this Welcome Reception.

Pamela Kuebler
Jeanette Jaskiewicz
Terry Fritch
The Boyle Family
Steven, Sarah, & Henry
Michael Bender & Anne Cook
Makayla, Madison, & Miles Bender
The Nelson Family
Jeffrey, Rosel ynn, & Jacob
The Kugler Family
Jason, Alisha,
James, Max, & Rocco
The Shaker Family
Joeseph, Kimberley, & Milania
The Rowland Family
Robert, Crystal,
Caden, Isabella, & Jayce
The Randolph Family
Jennifer, Gene,
Alicia, Asia, & Krysstal
Delores Huncherick
Michael Huncherick
Carol Barrett

New Parishioner Welcome Reception
Sunday, September 16, 2018
Following the 11:00am Mass

Margaret McCummins
Laura Cligrow
Jared & Samantha Northup
Jessica McKnight
Michael McKnight

PLAY BALL!
A few of these faces look
familiar. Is it your face or
a family members face?
Let us know so that we can
make a list for future
generations!
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ARCHIVE PHOTOS!
by Dan Robinson

One of the best parts of creating this
newsletter, is all of the nifty
information and photos that I come
across. I have always loved looking at
old photos of places that I’ve been, but
I particularly like old photos of places
that I hold dear. When we were moving the office to its new home in January we came across an
envelope with photos from the early days of St. William Church. Sadly, they weren’t dated and
some of the people in the photos have passed on. My hope is that you will recognize a few faces
in these pictures and will help us to label these photos for future generations.
10

Freshly scrubbed carpet quietly waits
for the addition of new chairs

A flurry of activity
from volunteers and
beautiful, padded
chairs are ready to
aide us in worship
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CELESTINA’S STORY
by Therese Tuttle

The call that we all dread came through
on a Tuesday morning around 1 am. My
husband took the call and by the look on
his face, I knew it was bad. Thinking it
was an elderly family member, I
stiffened up ready to take the bad news.
I was floored by what he told me. The
caller was my sister-in-law, Michelle
living in Vienna, VA.
Her athletic and always
healthy
19-year-old
daughter,
Celestina
(attending University
of Memphis) was
rushed to the hospital
and the diagnosis and
probabilities delivered
were the worst any
parent, family member,
or
friend
could
imagine. My beautiful
niece was facing death.
I do not wish
for anyone to try to
imagine being 1,000
miles away from your
baby girl when she
needs you the most;
but that was the hell
my brother and sister-in-law lived
through. When talking to my sister-inlaw and the text messages that were
coming through, I could feel the anguish
- the horrific fear – the helplessness they
were feeling; we all felt the same. We all
asked the same questions – what, how,
why and we all prayed, and prayed, and
prayed. That was the longest morning of
my family’s life, especially for Chuck
and Michelle, Celestina’s parents. They
were stuck so far away and all they
could do was wait until their flight took
off. I remember Michelle telling me “I
don’t know what to pack”. Trying not to
accept the worst was the hardest thing
for her to do but she refused to believe
that she would not see her daughter
again.
The youngest of my brothers,
David and his wife, Noelle who live in
the Memphis area rushed to Methodist
University Hospital to be at Celestina’s
side as soon as the call came through.
They both were rock solid and did what
needed to be done on behalf of
Celestina, Chuck, and Michelle. In any
emergency, I would want Noelle in my
corner; she is a force to be reckoned

with. She took control of the situation
and informed the doctors what they
would do – everything possible to save
our niece’s life; nothing less would be
acceptable.
If not for the quick actions of
Celestina’s friends and the emergency
network system, my niece may not have
survived or recovered from the invasive
emergency brain surgery she endured.
Eventually we were informed that she
had
an
AVM
(Arterioveinous
Malformation). An AVM is
composed of an abnormal
collection of blood vessels
with weakened walls. These
abnormal blood vessels tend
to bleed. Celestina was born
with this ticking time bomb
in her head and the blood
clot removed from her brain
was the size of a baseball.
The surgery was 100%
successful; the surgeons
removed the clot and there
was no further bleeding but
they had to remove the right
side of her skull to allow for
any swelling of the brain.
Celestina remained strong
during the long surgery and
it took 43 staples to close
her beautiful head.
Breathing on her own and
demanding water, Celestina opened her
eyes to find her parents, aunts and uncles
surrounding her with utmost concern
and love. The tears of joy flooded all of
us; Celestina beat the odds. Not only
did she beat the odds, her doctors were
pleased to find that she had her eye
sight, her hearing, mobility, cognitive
recognition
and
her
infectious
personality. Her doctor explained to her
what had happened, “You had major
brain surgery.” Celestina’s response
was two short words, (words that I won’t
repeat, but I think you can figure out)
then turned to her mother and asked if
she had one of “THOSE” haircuts.
Michele calmly responded “yes” and
again Celestina’s response was those
two short, powerful words. One would
not think a 19-year-old using that
language would be funny, but the way
she said them with her big brown eyes
was the funniest and most relieving
words we have heard in years.
After a few days of bed rest,
Celestina could take a few assisted steps
wearing her new helmet (her skull will
not be replaced for a few months to
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come). She was in the hospital for 2 ½
weeks before she was discharged and
her rate of recovery has been amazing.
She will be staying in Memphis - first
with David and Noelle, then at her
college home - and her mother will be
with her 24/7 until she is fully recovered
(you can imagine how a young college
girl would be thrilled with that).
Celestina continues to improve and
grows stronger every day. Her recovery
will be long and hard, but she is a strong
willed girl who would never dream of
failing herself or others.
My family came together as
families should during times like this. It
is amazing how all the little fights and
disagreements vanish when you’re
needed to unite together for support and
prayers. We prayed, our extended
families and friends prayed, and our
prayers were answered. A beautiful
young lady was kissed twice on the
forehead by God. Once when she was
born and second during her emergency
brain surgery. For a few days we were
not sure Celestina would be with us, but
here she is approaching her 20th
birthday.
HAPPY BIRTHDAY
SWEET, SWEET GIRL.
{Editor’s Note: Celestina went through
surgery on August 3 to repair her skull.
Therese informs us the surgery was
successful! The picture below shows a
very happy Celestina post-surgery.}

There’s No Place
Like Home
Last FFC for the 2017/18
school year

FEAST OF THE ASSUMPTION OF MARY
Cole Freudenrich & Violet Ziska
celebrate their
First Holy Communion

(Holyday of Obligation)

Wednesday ~ August 15
8:30 a.m. Mass at Saint William
7:00 p.m. Mass at Blessed Sacrament
Please attend the Mass most convenient to your schedule
(St. William envelopes given at Blessed Sacrament will be returned to the parish)
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BUTT FOR THE GRACE OF GOD
by Cathy Poponak

A colonoscopy is a lifesaving procedure that should be
taken seriously by anyone who is concerned about
early cancer screening and staying healthy. I know
because the procedure saved my mother’s life by
finding a cancerous polyp in her colon (She had been
symptom free by the
way.)
She had just
turned 80 years old and
hoped not to have any
more colonoscopies at
her age. However after
discussion with her
gastroenterologist
we
learned that people ages
76 through 85 should continue to have the procedure,
based on their own personal preferences, life
expectancy, overall health, and prior screening history.
So, by the grace of God, she agreed to have the
procedure. Because her cancer had been diagnosed at
an early stage and after being treated with
laparoscopic colon resection surgery at the Cleveland
Clinic, she is now cancer free. She did not require
radiation or chemotherapy.
Colon cancer is not a disease from which only
the elderly suffer. The American Cancer Society

(ACS) has released an updated guideline for colorectal
cancer screening. The new recommendations say
screening should begin at age 45 for people at average
risk. Previously, the guideline recommended screening
begin at age 50 for people at average risk. Data shows
that new cases of colorectal cancer are occurring at an
increasing rate among younger adults.
This is
certainly alarming. The guideline also says that people
at higher than average risk might
need to start colorectal cancer
screening before age 45, be
screened more often, and/or get
specific tests.
My son and
daughter will need to begin
having colonoscopies at age 40
because of their grandmother’s
history, and I will need a
colonoscopy much more frequently. At age 58, I have
already had three because of a personal history of
certain types of polyps.
The best way to know when to begin colorectal
cancer screening and how often to get screened is to
talk to your health care provider. If your health care
provider doesn’t bring it up, then YOU NEED TO
START THE CONVERSATION. Learn more about
colorectal cancer screening by calling the American
Cancer Society at 1-800-227-2345 or visit cancer.org/
coloncancer.

HAVE YOU…
…been worshipping with us but never officially took the step to become Catholic?
…been away from the Church…and now have returned but want to know more?
...joined us from a different background and would like to find out more about the Catholic Church?
…felt God leading you and want to find out where that might be?
If any of these apply to you, your spouse, a family member, or if
you know of anyone who could answer YES to any of these
questions, we would love to help you on your journey! The Rite
of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is an informative and
comfortable way to seek answers and discover more about the
Catholic Church and our faith. It provides a spiritual opportunity
to learn and discuss various aspects of the Catholic faith and its
practices. If you or someone you know has expressed an interest
in the Catholic faith we would love to help you on your journey.
Join us for “muffins and coffee” on Sunday, September 30 at
9:30 a.m. or call the Parish Office for more information.
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iPLUNGE MISSION TRIP
by Tina McCue

Plunge (verb): to cause to enter a state of action,
usually suddenly or unexpectedly; to act with haste.
It is so wonderful to work with the young church!
One of the highlights of the year for me is to travel
with teens to Cincinnati for the iPlunge Mission
Retreat. The folks at the Jesuit Spiritual Center in
Milford,
Ohio connect
with
local
social
agencies to
schedule our
work sites as
well as create
engaging retreat experiences to open our eyes to
Christ who lives within us and meet Christ in those we
serve.
It never ceases
to amaze me how the
teens grow in their
understanding of the
poor, often breaking
through
their
preconceived ideas of
the root causes of
poverty.
Poverty is
defined as “not being
able to meet one or
more of the basic needs
for survival.”
In
reflecting on
their
service work, teens expressed how humbling it was to
bring furniture to families who did not have a couch
or bed to sleep on or
how frustrating it was to
find
out
that
a
community living below
the poverty line does not
have access to a grocery
store.
I had the
privilege of witnessing
teens do whatever they
were asked to do
without complaining…
even when it was not the
job they had hoped for
when signing up for the retreat. It warmed my heart
to see how eager they were to interact with those in
need and their deep desire to make a difference in the
lives of others.
A basic principal of Jesuit Spirituality is to see

the face of Christ in others. In our final reflection, one
teen shared that they experienced Christ in “those I
worked
with
and
served, especially their
devotion to God.” I
could not be more
proud of the young
church as they become
the change that they
want to see in the
world.
Thank
you, young men
and women, for showing me the face of Christ!
We could not have accomplished this amazing
work without the generous contributions of the
good people of St. William and John F.
Kennedy Catholic School. On behalf of all the
teens and chaperones who participated in the
iPlunge Retreat, and every person they helped,
please accept our most heartfelt gratitude. We
especially
appreciate the
support of the
Women’s Guild
and the Knights
of
Columbus
who
made
significant
contributions to
our efforts, as
well
as
the
support
of
parishioners
who purchased
hanging baskets,
pepperoni rolls
and Handel’s Pint Cards and for the many donations
we received. May God bless you for sharing your
treasure!
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SIMPLE STORIES HELP TEACH SIMPLE LIFE LESSONS
by Tina McCue

We are excited to begin our third year of Pre-School story time,
Stories and Scripture. Stories and Scripture is a project of the
Engaging Young Families Committee of the Diocese of
Youngstown Council for Catechesis. Inspired by the Diocese of
Youngstown Pastoral Plan 2015, the Council for Catechesis
commissioned the Engaging Young Families Committee to
address the faith formation needs of young families. The
Committee targeted families with children of five years of age
or younger by offering a Catholic story time for parents and
children.
Stories and Scripture is held the second Sunday of the
month from 9:30 a.m.-10:45 a.m. Catechists Mrs. Pamela
Herriman and Mrs. Christine DePascale delight the children
with a common children’s book such as Rainbow Fish, The
Kissing Hand, or Compost Stew. They bring the book alive by
highlighting
themes
of
Catholic Social
Teaching with
both
the
children and
their parents. Each story is a good way to remember how our
tradition talks about using our gifts to benefit not just
ourselves, but others.
Stories and Scripture is offered to children aged three
years old until they begin kindergarten, along with their
parents. Parents are encouraged to cuddle up with their child
as the story is read aloud, then work with their child to create
a craft based on the story, and, of course, share a snack!
We look forward to another wonderful year of story time
with the youngest members of our parish! Please be sure to
attend the opening PSR meeting on Sunday, September 9 at
9:30 a.m. for registration information.
Mark your calendar for the 2018/2019 Stories and
Scripture Dates: October 14, November 11, December 9,
February 10, March 10, April 14
Front view of St. William Church showing the
south end of the building. Notice that the housing
in what is known as the Chapel Hill Allotment has
yet to be built. This photo is thought to be from
about 1964.
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FROM NANCY’S KITCHEN:

Crunchy Oriental Salad

I love summer. Family picnics, lawn
chairs in the shade of a big old tree,
tall cool glasses of iced tea, and
grilling out! Wow! Life is good.
When the ‘fam’ announces a picnic
during this very warm time of year I
always reach for this recipe. It is
large enough to feed an army of
hungry picnickers but so simple it
takes only minutes to prepare. Make
this a few days in advance...the longer
it chills out in the fridge the better it
tastes!

12oz bag of Broccoli Slaw or 24oz bag Cabbage Slaw
1 small red onion, sliced
1 red pepper, chopped
3 pkgs ramen noodles, broken up (without seasoning pkg)
2oz slivered almonds
2oz candied pineapple, chopped (optional)
6Tbsp sugar
1½ tsp salt
1 tsp pepper
Mix all together in a large bowl.

Love ~ Nancy

½ cup vegetable oil
3 Tbsp cider vinegar
Whisk together and pour over
salad. Stir well and chill at
least 8 hours. Serves lots.

“Ask” and “Answer” Angle
I have often wondered during Mass at the preparation of the gifts why
water is mixed into the wine and why the priest then washes his hands.
Signed: A Wondering Mind

Dear “Wondering Mind”
Many of the practices and actions of the Mass have come about from a long history and have taken on various
meanings and understandings. The practice of mixing some water into the wine came from the early middle
eastern culture where the liturgy originated. It was the custom at the time to dilute strong wine so it would not
be too strong to drink. This practice simply carried over into the liturgy with little thought or meaning, however
over time, people began to ascribe different understandings to the practice. One of the common interpretations
was that the mixing of water and wine represented the water and blood flowing from Jesus’ side when he was
crucified. Another line of thought is that the water mixed with the wine signified the union of Christ’s humanity
and divinity. The origin of the priest washing his hands is rather unclear. In the early church, the gifts being
presented at Mass would have included different foods and offerings for the poor, and in many instances
livestock and garden items, along with the bread and wine. The priest’s hands may have gotten dirty after all
this and washing may have been needed. One thought assigned to this action has been that the hand washing is a
symbolic gesture of the inward cleansing of the priest and community as they prepare to receive the Eucharist.
Another is that the washing of hands at Mass mirrored the act of government officials. It was common before a
government authority proceeded with an official act to have a basin of water brought forth to first wash their
hands before the pronouncement of a decision. Recall that even Pilate washed his hands before sentencing Jesus
to death. Regardless, these two actions remain part of the preparation of the gifts (bread and wine) as symbolic
gestures of the inward and outward preparation for all present to receive the Eucharist.
Sincerely…A-A-A Ask/Answer Angle
Have a question about faith or why we do what we do at Mass….submit it to A-A-A Ask/Answer Angle by email
at parishoffice@stwilliamchampion.org or drop your question in the weekly collection basket.
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(Continued from page 1) Eagle
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Sunday, September 9

11:00 a.m. Mass returns on

Sunday, September 2

Summer Mass Schedule Ends

IMPORTANT TO REMEMBER

School where he is in Art
Club, German Club, Science
Club, National Honor Society,
and Beta Club. In his spare
time he enjoys playing soccer.
Chase is on the St. William
Parish
Council
as
a
representative for the Youth
Ministry and he is a server for
Sunday
Mass.
After
graduation he plans on
pursuing a Bachelor’s degree
at Kent State in X-ray
Technology.
When asked how this Father Balash & Chase Kufchak at the 2018
Eagle of the Cross Awards Ceremony
award has impacted him in his
daily life, Chase answered,
“While growing up, I was
taught to help out your
neighbors and family. My grandpa told me if
(Continued from page 7) Rummage
you help others you will get recognized for it
William’s Rummage sale is very well organized and the
at some point in your life. Over the years I
prices are great; they look forward to our rummage sale
always felt happy helping people, it is
year after year.
something that has always brought me a sense
It takes a full week to run this event, but thanks
of deep satisfaction. After I was informed that
to all the parishioners who donate items, help unload
Tina McCue nominated me for the Eagle of
cars full of donations, set up tables, price items, or assist
the Cross Award I was honored. One of the
in any way with the rummage sale, we are able to meet
our expectations and financial goal. A heartfelt thanks
things that impacted me the most was when
to all who volunteered their energy and time and a
Probate Judge James A. Fredericka sent a
special thank you goes out to the Knights of Columbus
letter congratulating me on being chosen for
who came in Saturday to box up and load the trucks
this award. Once I received the award from
with items that did not sell. The Women’s Guild sends
Bishop Murray, I felt amazing! It was an
our deepest thanks and appreciation to those who
honor that I will cherish for the rest of my life.
delivered the unsold items to Warren Mission on Tod
This award has encouraged me to continue
Avenue.
doing great things for my community.”
Thank you everyone for another successful rummage sale!

HISTORICAL CEMETERY
TRIP 2018
by Dan Robinson

In fall of 2016 I had the idea to load
up a bus of 50 of my closest friends
from St. William Church and go
look at dead people. I learned that
either a) my 50 closest friends
didn’t want to go look at dead
people or b) I didn’t have 50
friends.
As luck would have it, I had
enlisted the aid of a very good
friend, Felicia Mooney, who
wouldn’t let the idea go away
without a second try. So, we tried
again. And this time…success! On
Sunday, June 24 a group of intrepid
explorers left St. William parking
lot for a daylong history tour of
Lakeview Cemetery (and look at
dead people!)

The first step of our tour
was Lakeview Cemetery in
Cleveland, Ohio. This cemetery is
more than a burial ground for our
beloved dead; it is a place of
history, architecture, art, and
beauty. It is a National Arboretum,
an outdoor museum, and the resting
place of President James A.
Garfield.
Founded in 1865
Lakeview Cemetery is 285 acres of
famous Ohioans lying in eternal
rest with the not-so-famous and the
infamous (109,000 people to be
exact!) A professional tour guide
joined us on the Anderson Bus for a
comfortable air-conditioned tour
where we spent two enjoyable
hours of exploration in President
Garfield’s beautiful mausoleum and
visiting with residents like John D.
Rockefeller, Frances Glidden,
Henry Sherwin, Carl Stokes, Ray
Chapman, Elliot Ness, and Alan
Freed. We also had the opportunity

to view two of the four trees still
growing on cemetery grounds from
the time of Cleveland’s founding
by Moses Cleaveland in 1796.
The tour ended with a two
hour visit to Little Italy where
everyone enjoyed finding an
authentic Italian bistro to eat al
fresco and explore the many shops
and
bakeries
(emphasis
on
bakeries!) Luckily, many of us
were able to tour the historic Holy
Rosary Church in the center of
Little Italy. Founded in 1892, Holy
Rosary is built in the Italian style
by Italian stonecutters and artisans.
The ride home was much
quieter due to the delicious Italian
food and, no doubt, wine! The
biggest question on everyone’s
mind, when we returned to St.
William was, “where shall we go
next?” Keep your eyes peeled for
our next historical trip in the spring
of 2019!

EXCITING NEWS!
The ‘Newsletters’ page on the parish website now has an archive section where 45 past editions of the parish
newsletter are stored. Newsletters starting in March 1977 and continuing intermittently through 2003 are
stored in PDF format. The quality of several of the issues is, to be polite, poor. However, most of the issues
are in excellent condition. To our knowledge, as of this edition, all issues of the “Our Family News” have
been accounted for and included in this list. If you know of an issue that is not listed could you let us know
so that we might make a digital copy to share with everyone?

http://www.stwilliamchampion.org/parish-newsletter.html
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Sept. 9 ~ PSR Begins
Sept. 11 ~ Women’s Guild TNT Night
Sept. 16 ~ Catechetical Sunday
Sept. 30 ~ Opening Session RCIA
Oct. 6

~ Blessing of Pets

Oct. 27 ~ Make A Difference Day

http://www.stwilliamchampion.org
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