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K9 Rexo Visits St. William
and take down a suspect if ordered
to do so. A dog’s sense of smell is
The Women’s Guild held their very different from ours. He can
second monthly meeting for the 2017 differentiate between many smells
season on October 4, 2017. Our at the same time and will not be
program for the evening was officer distracted from his goal. When K9
Timothy Dobbins from the Ohio Rexo finds the drugs, he stops and
State Highway Patrol and his canine sits by them with a distinct posture.
partner, Rexo. Trooper Dobbins This was demonstrated for us
explained, as he and K9 officer Rexo during the program. Before
demonstrated, how
bringing K9 Rexo
they work together
into the social hall,
in the field trying to
Trooper Dobbins
stem the flow of
hid a small amount
narcotics into our
of marijuana in the
area.
fire
extinguisher
K9 Rexo is an 18
wall box. During
month old, 93 pound
the
initial
Belgian
Malinois
introduction,
he
dog, who has been
commanded
the
taught to sniff out a
dog to stay with
variety of drugs. He
him. It was
has
been
with
obvious
the
Trooper Dobbins for
dog
could
about 6 months.
smell
Both of them have
something,
Sophia Garito gets to
completed
an
and he was
know K9 Rexo
extensive 10 week
eager to do his
training course where
job;
but
he
they were first paired together, and remained by his partner’s side
then regularly continued their until he was released to go
training with another 16 hours a seek.
Once he found the
month.
drugs, he was rewarded with
In their initial 6 month period some play time with Trooper
together, this team has seized Dobbins. His toy of choice is a
narcotics with a street worth of piece of PVC pipe, which his
nearly $2,000,000. These drugs handler always carries with
have been found in a variety of him. K9 Rexo has been taught to
hiding places: in vehicles, houses, associate the joy of playing with
as well as on persons. K9 Rexo is his partner with the work of finding
trained to alert to the smell of the drugs.
narcotics.
Although not an
“apprehension” dog, he will bite Spotlight (Continued on page 12)
by Nancy Hart
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CARILLION SYSTEM
by Dan Robinson

Traditional Christian church
bells have filled a wide variety
of purposes to signify church
events or reminders.
The
primary uses for church bells
have always been to call
worshippers to church and to
announce times of daily prayer.
Over time, the bells began to
announce the passage of time
because most parishioners did
not own clocks or watches.
Bells were also used to ring in
special occasions like marriages
or funerals. In the Catholic
Church,
bells
reminded
parishioners to pray at special
times throughout the day.
Today, the Angelus is the most
commonly used call to prayer,
although
other
chimes are used
during
holiday
seasons such as
Advent and Lent.
The Angelus
has been part of
Catholic prayer
since sometime
in
the
11th
century in Italy.
Originally,
the
Angelus reminded
Franciscan monks
to say three Hail
Mary’s at the close of day. In
1318 in Italy, Catholics began
saying the Hail Mary before
breaking their fast every
Bells (Continued on page 14)
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New Parishioners
Stephanie Presutti
Debra Clark
Mark & Tracy Greb
Renita & Robert Mintus

Baptism
Cecelia Margaret Lee,
Daughter of Erin & Jason Lee
Granddaughter of Chuck & Cathy Poponak
Great-Granddaughter of Barb Mendik
Great-Granddaughter of Peg Poponak
November 12, 2017

Marriages
Maureen Sexton & Larry Scott
November 10, 2017

Is published on the first Monday after the
first full weekend in February, May,
August, and November of every year.
Articles and submissions are due three
weeks before the publish date.
Parish organizations are encouraged to
participate and submit materials for
publication.
Contact the editors or
publisher for more information.
Publisher: Dan Robinson
drobinson@stwilliamchampion.org
Editors: Lynn Valentino, Marcia Kane,
Nancy Hart

THE

PASTOR

WOW!!! Has the time flown by since our last newsletter! We
were in the midst of summer and now we find ourselves
staring at winter. It is the Season of Harvest and soon it will
be time to begin preparations for
Thanksgiving followed by Christmas and
the start of a New Year. But before all
that happens there is still some Autumn
left with many beautiful days to come
before the snow falls. The crisp air
and bright sunshine beckon us to enjoy
these last days of warmth and blue
skies.
As we find ourselves immersed in
November, the Church celebrates our
life on earth and our hope for resurrection
and eternal life. We begin the month with
the Feast of All Saints followed by the Feast
of
All Souls – a day to remember and reverence our loved ones
who have gone before us marked with the sign of faith and
who are now enjoying their eternal reward in the presence of
the Lord. We end the month giving thanks to God for the
many blessings He has bestowed on us for the goodness in our
lives. As we usher in another holiday season may we always
be mindful, thankful and grateful for all the good things in our
lives and let us also remember those who continue to struggle
—the victims of the recent hurricanes, earthquakes and
violence throughout our world. May God’s blessings, courage
and strength be with them in their time of need.
Our Advent Season begins on Sunday, December 3rd.
From our thanksgiving tables we will enter into our season of
waiting and preparation for the coming of the Lord into our
midst. Our parish theme for Advent will be “A Glorious Light
is Coming” It is a fitting theme especially at this time of year
as our days get shorter and darker and we await the coming
light of Christmas. Hopefully, this time before Christmas will
also afford us the opportunity to be mindful of our need to
ready ourselves for the holidays. Advent is a time of promise
pointing us toward the “glorious light that is coming!”—
God’s Son into our world! This year our Advent season
contains a special circumstance with December 24 being both
the Fourth Sunday of Advent (in the morning) and Christmas
Eve (in the evening). Be sure to see the special announcement
about Mass attendance for that weekend.
During these weeks leading up to the holidays, we are
invited to “rest” rather than “rush” — to be quiet and reflect
on where we are and where we need to go in our lives. Be
sure to take advantage of this opportunity! And may this time
of thanksgiving and preparation lead us towards the glorious
light that is coming so that on Christmas we might more fully
enjoy God’s light in our lives.

Reporters & Photographers of all ages are needed!
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O HOLY NIGHT
by Cathy Poponak

Over the centuries, Catholic people of different
Ours is not the only family from St. William Parish
countries of Europe have developed characteristic that has a traditional Christmas Eve meal. Lenore
customs and traditions which have become a part of Masciangelo Antonelli and her husband Palmer
the way they celebrate the most holy of nights, celebrate the Southern Italian Feast of the Seven
Christmas Eve.
The foods served during the Fishes. It, too, is the tradition of abstaining from red
Christmas Eve meal differed from village to village meat during the Christmas vigil. Lenore’s mother,
and family to family; thus became the heritage of
who would entertain as many as
families today that choose to continue to carry on
30 people around her table, served
these traditions.
foods such as tomato based fish
Common to all of the ethnic group traditions, as
soup containing cod, lobster,
dictated by Church mandate, was strict fast and
shrimp and mussels, and seafood
spiritual preparation during which no animal or dairy
pasta with marinara sauce. In
products were consumed.
Historically, the
addition, she would prepare
Christmas Eve supper would begin when the first
various fish dishes such as fried
star became visible in the eastern sky at sundown. It
calamari rings, oysters, baccala,
is the Star of Bethlehem guiding one to Christ’s
breaded shrimp and fried smelts to
presence.
name a few. There was a garden
Although modified to fit into today’s busy
salad and delicious bread. Staying
Italian
Cookie
Table
lifestyle, many families continue to observe
with traditional family foods was
Christmas Eve with fragments of the old traditions.
very important to Lenore’s father.
Our family prepares a traditional Slovak
Lenore recalls the Christmas Eve
Christmas Eve meal. The meal begins with a blessing when Palmer decided to bring a small pot of his own
and the distribution of Oblatky, unleavened bread of homemade clam chowder (New England style), to the
flour and water with impressed scenes of the Nativity feast. Palmer’s attention was on his father-in-law’s
on it. It is similar to the communion wafer, only much reaction, unsure if his chowder would be accepted or
larger. It is passed around the table, and each person not. Mr. Masciangelo tasted the chowder, his eyes
breaks off a piece. It is dipped in honey and eaten widening. A man of few words, he simply stated
with a slice of raw garlic. (Yes, we really do this.) “You can bring this every year.”
The honey represents the Lord’s sweetness, and the
Lenore and Palmer have continued this traditional
garlic wards off evil spirits. A toast over a shot of meal with their own family, and have found that
whiskey or a
everyone looks forward to it, including
glass of wine
their two sons-in-law. It’s a tradition
follows for all
they want to continue because it is
those so inclined.
important and special to their family.
Next on the menu
Lenore creates an Italian cookie table for
is
sauerkraut
desert. Some of her recipes are
soup with wild
heirlooms, and she is proud to carry on
mushrooms that
her ancestor’s baking customs.
were harvested
I would be remiss not to mention a
and dried by my Lenore & Palmer Antonelli and Family at Christmas word or two about “Wigilia” or Polish
uncle Bob. The
Christmas Eve Dinner.
Although
other traditional
Catholic Church laws have been
foods that we prepare are Pagac, two layers of dough revised and permit meat to be eaten on this day, like
between which mashed potatoes and cheese has been the Slovaks and Italians, the traditional Polish meal
spread, baked, then sautéed in butter. Another is remains meatless. Their custom is to serve 12 dishes
Bobalky, very small balls of baked dough tossed with in honor of the twelve apostles. Borscht (warm beet
honey, butter and poppy seed. Always at the meal are root soup) is the headliner at this meal. Parishioner
stewed prunes, and cooked peas. My sister-in-law, Pat Scanlon recalls her family celebrating Wigilia.
Linda, has added a contemporary rice dish which fits She remembers an extra place setting at the table for
in well, as rice was often included in the old time “the unexpected guest.” This belief stems from the
meals. Dessert is my mother’s nut, apricot or poppy ancient Polish adage, "A guest in the home is God in
seed kolaci with coffee.
Food (Continued on page 10)
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BEING THE HANDS OF CHRIST

LIVING AS
MISSIONARY DISCIPLES

by Ann Sprague

by Tina McCue

Each year the United States Council
of Bishops (USCCB) provides a
theme for our catechetical year. This
year the theme is “Living as Missionary
Disciples.” I feel we really embody this
theme here at St. William, for we have always been a
community which reaches out to others to bring them
closer to Christ. There are four points which will help us
to continue to grow as missionary disciples: 1)
Encounter, 2) Accompany, 3) Community, and 4) Send.
Encounter ~ By building a personal encounter with
Christ and a personal encounter with others, we make
the first step in becoming missionary disciples. By
virtue of our baptism, we become disciples. As
disciples, Christ beckons us to help others enter into a
personal encounter with him. St. William offers many
opportunities to encounter Christ through prayer,
scripture, the sacraments, works of mercy and continual
faith formation.
Accompany ~ Through our own personal encounter
with Christ, we are then able to accompany others. Our
love for Christ, others and the Church helps us become
welcoming to others. When we share the Good news
and help others grow in faith, we accompany them on
their journey to a closer relationship with Jesus. When
we sit next to a newly widowed parishioner, invite a new
parishioner to a parish event, share our gifts as a
catechist or a sponsor for confirmation, become a prayer
partner with someone, we accompany them on their
journey. In our every-day encounters with others, we
never know how the smallest kindness will make a
difference in the day of others.
Community ~ When we open ourselves to accompany
others, we form a wonderful faith community. As a
community of faith, we offer respect, understanding, and
openness to diversity. This community of faith creates a
bond similar to the sacred bond of family. Whether this
is a parish community, a school community, a sports
team or dance group, when we form this bond of
community, we indeed feel as though the members are
like a family to us. In these many community settings,
we are able to share our love of Jesus as missionary
disciples.
Send ~ Our commitment to living a Christian life in our
every-day work environment and in our own homes is
the ultimate way to share our love of Christ with others.
In our word and deed, we bear witness to sacrifice of
Christ and make Christ truly alive in the world. We
become the body of Christ.
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As disciples, we are asked to
be servants to one another
and to serve the Lord. The
church offers us various
ways to serve and take full
and active participation as
we grow toward Christ. As
liturgy director, one of my jobs
is the recruiting and training of
the various ministries that serve and
enrich us at every gathering. Following is a list of
Ministries in which you might serve:
Ushers and Greeters: The purpose of this

ministry is to welcome and direct us as we gather.
Ministers: These ministers unite us in
song as we gather to worship.
Proclaimer of the Word: They call us to
listen, reflect, and respond to the word of God.
Eucharistic Ministers: They distribute the
Body and Blood of Christ as we come together
as one.
Altar Servers: They assist the presider by
serving at the Altar.
Leaders of Prayer: They are fellow
parishioners trained and commissioned to lead
us in prayer when a priest is not available.
Caregivers: They are parishioners who visit
the sick and dying. They help nurture them
with prayer and communion.
Prayer Shawl Ministry: They are Parishioners
who meet once a month to pray and knit or
crochet “prayer shawls” to be given to those
who are ill or homebound.
Funeral Hospitality: Parishioners who provide
assistance and direction to the family and
friends of the deceased during the funeral rites.
Music

If you are interested in serving in any ministry,
please contact me or the parish office.

PARDON MY DUST:
PHASE III
by Gary Gates

Many have noticed
the
most
recent
changes that have
occurred
in
the
construction.
I apologize for the excess
dust that may have been missed.
It has not been easy trying to keep
up with all that is happening, and I
would like to commend you all for
helping by wiping your shoes on
the throw rugs. There has been a

lot of debris and dust tracked
into the halls by the workers,
and the mopping of floors
is almost impossible to
keep up with.
At any rate, we are
beginning to see the "light
at the end of the tunnel,"
and it would appear that it
is NOT a train. Many of
you have been doing much
cleaning,
painting,
installing
walls, putting together racks,
installing cable, and in general
setting up the kitchen for
upcoming events. I would like to

thank all who have helped and/or
prayed during this time. Soon we
should be making plans for the
Big Move and the cleaning out of
the current office/garage, as well
as getting the landscaping intact
before winter sets in.
Thank you again for your
patience, understanding, and help.

NEW HOLYDAY MASS SCHEDULE

Blessed Sacrament Parish & Saint William Collaborate!
This past summer the Liturgy Committees of Blessed Sacrament Parish and Saint William Parish met
together for a series of meetings to consider how our two parishes might begin to collaborate on a greater
level in light of the 2015 Diocesan Pastoral Plan for Evangelization. In the “Worship and Prayer” section,
the collaborative actions call for parishes to study, evaluate, and develop ways to further collaborate with
neighboring parishes to insure vibrant and meaningful worship that encourages and inspires full, active, and
conscious participation by all present. The Liturgy Committees engaged in a comprehensive discussion of
how to accomplish this goal.
After discussing a wide-range of possibilities and opportunities, it was recommended that an effective
starting point of collaboration might be accomplished by both parishes celebrating holy day liturgies
together. Therefore, beginning with the December 8th Feast of the Immaculate Conception and for the holy
days of New Year’s Day (January 1); the Feast of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary (August 15);
and All Saints (November 1) both parishes will join together to celebrate one Mass in each church. A Mass
will be offered in the morning and evening. You are welcomed to attend the Mass that best accommodates
your personal and family schedule to fulfill your obligation. It is hoped that this joint effort will provide a
more vibrant and worthy worship experience with more in attendance and further our efforts to collaborate as
we look to the future.
Thank you for your cooperation and understanding, as together the parish communities of Blessed
Sacrament and Saint William attempt to further enhance the gospel by joining together in our faith as
members of the Body of Christ.
Day
New Year’s Day

Morning Mass
at St. William

Evening Mass
at Blessed Sacrament

Assumption (Aug. 15)

at St. William

at Blessed Sacrament

All Saints (Nov. 1)

at Blessed Sacrament

at St. William

Immaculate Conception. (Dec 8)

at Blessed Sacrament

at St. William

Note:
1. Morning Mass is 8:30 a.m. // Evening Mass is 7:00 p.m.
2. Contribution Envelopes will be returned to home parish.
3. Days in which obligation is dispensed, morning Mass only in scheduled location.
4. Note special Mass times for New Year’s Day only — Check Church Bulletin
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Women’s Guild will be raffling a 7’
fully decorated Christmas tree and 5
HOW AMAZING CAN ONE beautiful wreaths. The tree and
wreaths will be
YEAR BE?
displayed in the
by Therese Tuttle
vestibule and
tickets may be
What an amazing year we have had so purchased after
far. In October, the Women’s Guild
the Masses
hosted a K9 demonstration by the
starting early
Ohio State Highway Patrol. We
November
opened this program up for all
through
parishioners to enjoy and learn how
December 3rd.
the K-9 unit keeps us safe. The
The winners will
Women’s Guild extends a heartfelt
be drawn during
thank you to all our police officers –
the Christmas
both 2 and 4 legged ones.
Craft Show on
Our next meeting is scheduled for December 9.
November 8 @ 6:30 pm. A donation Also, visit the
will be accepted for Warren Family
WG table filled
Mission. During the November
with stocking
meeting the WG will be making Star stuffers and Christmas ornaments at
Ornaments which we plan to sell at the the Christmas Craft show.
Craft Show in December. Our first
There is no meeting scheduled for
Kolachi Bake is fast approaching and December, but we will resume our
we need many hands to make the
scheduled meetings on January 3,
event successful. Join the team on
2018 when the program will be
November 29th to make and sell these “Santa’s Hide-a-way Hollow.” Santa’s
delicious treats.
Hide-a-way Hollow is a non-profit
This November and December the

Women’s Guild

organization founded in 1981, and
dedicated to bringing Christmas to sick
and dying children 365 days of the
year. A donation will be accepted
at the meeting for the food pantry.
The February meeting – February
7th – is dedicated to enlightening
us to Eye disease. An
ophthalmologist will give a
presentation at our meeting and
donations will be accepted for
“Someplace Safe.”
For those unfamiliar with the
Women’s Guild’s purpose, our
main goals are to promote
Christian life in the parish and to
provide financial support for the
church. In order to accomplish
this, we need volunteers to assist in
planning and executing our various
fund raisers. If you are interested
in helping us achieve our goals, please
contact the office and you will be
directed to an officer of the Women’s
Guild.
Thank you for all your hard work
and dedication. Have a Happy
Thanksgiving, a Merry Christmas, and
a safe New Year.

All Souls Day – 2017
We remember all of our parishioners who passed away and were buried
from our parish in the last year.
We pray for their families who continue to grieve their loss.
May their souls and all the souls of the faithful departed,
through the mercy of God, Rest in Peace
www.stwilliamchampion.org/in-memoriam.html

6

George Sheffar
Delia Antonelli
Gloria Dutton
Norma Medzie
Fran Stuber
Mary Jaskowick
Lee Sikes
Marilyn Marando
Roger Samuelson
Albert Franek
Virgil Sellars
Dorothy Janas
Father Michael Smar
Danielle McLean
Jean Phipps
Darlene Sait
Thomas Davis
and all the deceased members of
Saint William Parish.

PSR News
by Carol Timko

Our PSR year got off
to a good start on Oct.
22 with our first FFC
meeting.
Our topic
was Our Lady of
Fatima.
While eating
breakfast,
our
families
worked on a quiz about Fatima.
After breakfast, we watched a
Fatima DVD entitled “The Day the
Sun Danced” and had a presentation
with the answers to the quiz. Then
we each made a ten decade rosary.
We concluded the day by attending
11:00 Mass and afterwards posing
for a new group picture.
On another note, cold and rainy
weather prevented us from raking
leaves for Make a Difference Day.
Perhaps next year we will have
better luck.
One of the highlights of our PSR
program has been the 4th-6th
grades retreat to Windsor, Ohio.
While there, we took the Faith
Walk around Lake Hope. The lake
is surrounded by a 15 decade
rosary which is the largest in the
world. As we walked and prayed
the rosary, we came to The Chapel
of the Holy Innocent. In the

chapel is The Book of Innocents.
Listed in the book are the names
of children age seven and under
who have died. Visitors to the
website can request that the
names of their deceased
children be added to the book.
One of the most impressive
sights on our Faith Walk was the
50 ft. statue of Our Lady of
Guadalupe. After visiting Our Lady
and completing our rosary prayer,
we met Pat Heinz. She and her
husband, Deacon Ed, are the original
founders and operators of the shrine.

She talked to us about how the
shrine came about, the process of
designing the statue, who designed
it, and how it was made and
transported to where she now stands.
We had a very interesting visit with
Pat. The students, along with their
families, enjoyed learning about the
Shrine. Before we left, we visited
their gift shop. Please visit the
website, www.servantsofmary.org
for more interesting information.
There you can watch a video of
Deacon Ed recounting their story in
his own words.
[Retreat pictures are found on page 15]

P.S.R. Class of 2017-2018

FFC 2017
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LANDSCAPING

Building Project
Nears Completion
by Father Balash

As I write this our building project
is just a few weeks away from
completion. The past months have
seen a lot of activity at the parish
as workers continued each day to
build the new office building, erect
the bell tower, expand the kitchen
and add a storage room. Each
week significant progress was
made despite some unusual
glitches and unexpected delays.
Finally, after many weeks of
anticipation the completion of the
project is just days away.
The storage room and kitchen
addition are completely finished.
The new expanded kitchen will
allow for a smooth operation in
preparing and serving food for the
many events held here at the parish
including our catering service. The
new dishwashing and sanitation

area also insures quality and proper
cleanliness for all our dishes and
utensils. In addition, the relocation
of the walk-in cooler and freezer
provides optimal use without
taking up any interior space.
Finally the existing kitchen also
received a face-lift with new paint
and wall coverings. Many thanks
to parishioners who worked on this
project and to the Women’s Guild
who donated over $20,000.00
towards the purchase of new
kitchen equipment and shelving.
The new storage room at the
south end of the building provides
much needed space for storage of
tables and chairs and other items
used for our catering service. In
addition, two new rooms were
created in the classroom opposite
the kitchen. Previously this space
was used for storage and was
divided from the rest of the room
by an accordion room divider.
This divider was replaced with a
permanent wall and the space was
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subdivided to create two new
rooms. One room will be used to
house additional kitchen items and
the second room will become the
new food pantry and Rene’s Closet
as part of our parish outreach.
The new office building
contains
four staff
offices,
conference room, parish secretary
office, office equipment room,
storage space and main foyer. The
finishing
touches
including
cabinetry and lighting fixtures are
nearing completion. In the coming
weeks the security, telephone and
internet data systems will be
installed and then the moving of
furniture can begin. Once the
current office building (house at
the front of the property) has been
vacated the utilities will be
terminated and the use of that
structure will cease. The current
plan is to hold a major sale for any
and all items within the house in
Building (Continued on page 12)

CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE

SPECIAL EVENT!!!

Christmas Weekend Sunday, Dec. 24 / Monday Dec. 25
Sunday, Dec. 24 – 4th Sunday of Advent:
5:00 p.m. Saturday & 8:30 a.m. ONLY Sunday
(Note: No 11:00 a.m. Mass on Sunday, Dec. 24)
Sunday, Dec. 24 – Christmas Eve: 5:00 p.m. & 10:00 p.m.
Monday, Dec. 25 – Christmas Day: 10:00 a.m. ONLY
Note: There is an obligation to attend Mass for both the Fourth
Sunday of Advent and for Christmas this weekend. Attendance
at one Mass does not fulfill both obligations.

New Year Weekend Sunday, Dec. 31 / Monday Jan. 1
Sunday, Dec. 31 – Feast of the Holy Family: 5:00 p.m. Saturday
8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Sunday
Monday, Jan. 1 – New Year’s Day: 10:00 a.m.
*Note: New Year’s Day remains a holy day but the obligation to
attend Mass is dispensed this year.

BLESSING

OF

PETS

The annual Blessing of Pets took place on
Saturday, October 30 in celebration of the
Feast of Saint Francis of Assisi, the patron
of pets and animals. Approximately 30
people brought their four legged friends to
be blessed in honor of his feast and in
thanksgiving for the companionship, love,
and devotion they give us.
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Parish Lenten Mission:
Friar Johnpaul Cafiero returns!
~February 25-27, 2018~
Mission Theme:
Our Spiritual Journey
Reflections from the Wizard of Oz
Special Movie Night:
“Wizard of Oz”
~ Saturday, February 24~

FROM NANCY’S KITCHEN:
Happy Holidays! This is my favorite
time of year. So many holidays, so
much delicious food, so many friends
and family, and so much to feel
blessed about. This edition I have
three guests in my kitchen to share
with you family recipes handed down
to them from generations past.
Whether the recipe is Italian (Lenore),
Polish (Kathy), or Slovak (Barb) your
family is certain to love these ethnic
holiday favorites.
Try any one of these delicious recipes
at your next holiday gathering...it may
just become a tradition of your very
own!
Love ~ Nancy

POLISH BEET SOUP (BARSZCZ)
Kathy Funtulis

Barszcz in Polish means "borscht.” This
easy clear red beet soup is often served
for Polish Christmas Eve dinner. It is
good with rye bread.
4 beets washed or 2 cups sliced canned or
jarred beets
4 cups meat or vegetable stock
1 minced clove garlic
1 teaspoon sugar
2 T fresh lemon juice or 1 T red-wine
vinegar
Salt and black pepper
Chopped fresh dill for garnish
Directions:
If using fresh beets, heat oven to 400. Wrap
beets in aluminum foil and roast until
tender, about 30 to 45 minutes. When
cool enough to handle, peel and slice
into strips or julienne.
Bring stock to boil, add beets, garlic, sugar,
lemon juice or red-wine vinegar, add
salt and pepper to taste. Simmer 10
minutes.
Serve hot with boiled potatoes and chopped
dill for garnish or cool quickly in an icewater bath and refrigerate to serve cold
garnished with dill and sour cream.

ITALIAN FIG COOKIES
Lenore Antonelli

2 1/2 cups all-purpose flour
1/3 cup white sugar
1/4 t baking powder
1/2 cup shortening
2 T butter
1/2 cup milk
1 egg, beaten

1 1/2 cups dried figs
3/4 cup golden raisins
1/4 cup slivered almonds
1/4 cup white sugar
1/4 cup hot water
1/4 t ground cinnamon
1 pinch black pepper

Directions:

Combine flour, sugar, and baking powder. Cut in shortening and butter
until mixture resembles small peas. Stir in the milk and egg until the
dough comes together. Divide dough into two pieces, wrap and
refrigerate about 2 hours or until easy to handle.
In a food processor grind the figs, raisins and almonds until they are
coarsely chopped. Stir together sugar, hot water, cinnamon and pepper.
Add fruit mixture, cover, and set aside until the dough is ready.
Preheat oven to 350.
On a floured surface roll out each piece of dough to a 12 inch square. Cut
each square into 12 squares. Spread filling along one half and fold like
a ravioli. Press and seal the edges. Make a small slit in the top with a
knife.
Bake 20-25 minutes until golden. Glaze with your favorite confectioners’
sugar glaze and sprinkle with colored sprinkles.

BOHEMIAN STYLE SWEET & SOUR CABBAGE
Barbara Mendik

This is a great accompaniment to pork roast and dumplings.
3 quarts of chopped cabbage
1 chopped medium onion
2 cups of water
Cook until tender (until there is only about ½ cup of water left)
Add 1/2 stick of butter to warm cabbage until it melts.
In a shaker jar add:
1/3 cup white vinegar
1/3 cup sugar
1 T flour

1 t salt
1/2 t caraway seeds
dash of black pepper

Shake and add to cabbage. Cook for a few minutes. Add more sugar,
vinegar or salt to taste.

Food (Continued from page 3)

the home." Straw was placed
under the extra dinner plate to
remind the guests of Christ’s
humble birth.
Whether you say Vesele
Vianoce, Buon Natale, Wesolych
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Swiat Bozego Narodzenia, or
just simply Merry Christmas,
the Christmas Eve meal is a
means of reaffirming and
realizing God’s love for the
world and also a means of
learning to love and be loved
through the family.

OPHELIA’S
DILEMMA
by Gloria Alden

The morning dew
sparkled on the roses
filling Ophelia with joy as
she moved through her
rose garden. It was less than
two weeks until The Rose
Society’s Festival. She’d placed
second last year and knew she had a good
chance at getting a first this year since her
roses looked so lovely. She hummed as she
carefully examined each rose and rose bush
checking for aphids, thrips or other problems.
Her happy mood was shattered when her
husband shouted from the back porch.
“Ophelia, get in here and fix my breakfast.
I’m not waiting all day.”
She sighed. Hamlet is driving me crazy, she
thought as she took her time walking to the
house.
When she went into the kitchen, he was
scowling. “Keep on ignoring me Ophelia.
You might just find all your rose bushes cut
down some day. Then you might be willing to
move to Florida. I’m damn tired of the cold
winters up here.”
Her lips tightened and she refused to look at
him. “What do you want for breakfast?
“Eggs. You know how I like them. Bacon,
and make sure it’s crispy this time. Hash
browns, fresh ones, not the frozen kind.
Homemade waffles and not the kind you pop
in the toaster, either.”
She nodded and started mixing the batter for
waffles while he opened the morning paper. If
she was beating the eggs for the waffles a little
harder than usual, he didn’t notice, nor did he
notice the look on her face.
“You’re not eating?” Hamlet asked when
she didn’t sit down with him.
“I ate earlier before you got up,” she said.
“Sit down and keep me company,” he
ordered.
She sat down and listened to his comments
on what was in the newspaper, all of them
negative, of course. According to him, if he
were in charge things would be different.
“Maybe I should run for office,” he said.
“I’d be better than those corrupt and
incompetent people in the government now.”
Not for the first time, she regretted marrying
him. What a fool she’d been to fall for an
English grad student full of himself. His
parents were English professors, and his
father, a Shakespeare scholar, named his only
son Hamlet. She’d fallen for Hamlet’s dark
good looks and those soulful eyes. He wrote

poetry, depressing poetry, and she’d
thought she could make him happy,
thought they were meant to be together
with her name and all. It was foolish of
her. Maybe it was the name her
parents had given her that cursed her.
He might not have noticed her if she’d
been a Patty or Sue.
She looked at him as he read the paper
beside his plate and shoveled the food
into his mouth. And now he’s aged, bald,
and a perpetual grouch who’s even worse
since he retired from the university. I don’t
know how much longer I can stand living
with him, she thought, especially since he
keeps carping about selling the house and
moving south. But she knew she didn’t have
much choice. He’d insisted on her leaving her
job when the kids came, and now she had no
skills to get a job to support herself, and even
what Social Security she would get as his
wife, wouldn’t be enough. Plus, she couldn’t
bear the thought of leaving her gardens which
she’d have to do if she left him. Since the kids
were long gone to jobs in other states, it was
her gardens that were what kept her going.
She didn’t have very many friends since
Hamlet always found fault with any friends
she had and was often rude if anyone came to
visit. He also didn’t like her going out
evenings.
The next morning when she walked out and
saw that all her rose bushes had been cut
down, she sat down on a garden bench and
started to sob for her beautiful roses. She felt
like she was experiencing the death of
someone beloved. After she stopped crying,
she knew she couldn’t live with him any
longer. At least he hadn’t cut down any of the
flowers in her perennial gardens. The
foxgloves were especially beautiful this year.
Their blue, pink and lavender colors added a
nice touch to the garden. Probably he’d
exhausted himself cutting down all her rose
bushes. She wondered if he’d leave it at that or
would he destroy the rest of her garden plants
on another day. She waited until her eyes were
dry and showed no sign of tears before she
went inside.
He waited for her to make some comment,
but throughout the day she didn’t look at him
or respond to any of his comments. She spent
the morning cleaning up the slaughtered rose
bushes piling them at the back of the lot before
working in her perennial garden. It was as she
weeded around the foxgloves that she made
her decision.
That evening she made spaghetti and
meatballs that he liked so much. She set aside
a separate dish and added some chopped
leaves in addition to the basil she usually
added. She also added a few leaves to the
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salad she prepared for him.
They both ate silently. If he felt any guilt
over what he’d done, he wouldn’t admit to it.
He never admitted to being wrong about
anything. She ate slowly keeping a
surreptitious eye on him as he wolfed down
his food. As usual, he put a large amount of
salad dressing on his salad.
After they finished he went into the other
room to watch the evening news while she
cleaned the kitchen, put away the leftover
spaghetti in the refrigerator and did the dishes
making sure she washed his dishes
thoroughly.
Shortly after she finished, he started
complaining of a headache and demanded she
bring him aspirins. After he’d taken the
aspirins with water, he started vomiting.
“What did you put in that spaghetti?”
Hamlet asked.
“You saw me eating it, too, didn’t you?”
Ophelia answered.
As he got sicker and sicker and started
sinking into delirium, he moaned and asked
her to call for an ambulance.
She waited a while before calling. When
they arrived she told them she thought he had
the flu like she’d had earlier in the week, or
maybe he was having a heart attack since he
had a heart condition and was taking digitalis.
After they left, she went to the medicine chest
and using gloves to open the container, she
flushed a half dozen or so digitalis pills down
the toilet.
A few days later, she was contacted by two
detectives. They told her Hamlet had a high
amount of digitalis in his system.
Expressing surprise, she said, “I wonder if
he forgot he’d taken his digitalis earlier and
then took more later. He was becoming
irrational, you know.” Ophelia showed them
the rose bushes he’d cut down for no reason.
“I thought maybe it was early stages of
dementia,” she said.
She told the detectives where they could
find his digitalis bottle, and they took it with
them. After checking with the date it was last
filled and finding no fingerprints except those
of Hamlet’s, his death was ruled accidental.
After the funeral and her children and their
spouses had returned to their homes and jobs,
Ophelia planted new rose bushes. It’s too late
for this year, but next year I might win first
place with my roses, she thought. She started
to hum and wore a pleased look on her face. A
chickadee landed on the fence nearby and
cocked its head at her. “Chick-a-dee-dee-dee,”
it sang. She smiled at it. “Yes, I agree. It’s a
good day. And you know what chickadee?
They’re only going to get better from now
on.”

Spotlight (Continued from page 1) working for the State Highway
Patrol in Ohio. This team covers a
Drug dogs are sought out as large
territory:
Trumbull,
puppies for this type of work based Mahoning, Ashtabula, Portage,
on their “play drive” and their Columbiana, and Geauga counties.
socialization skills. Everything
At the end of their very long
about the training and the work is days, Trooper Dobbins and K9
about making it “fun” for the dog, Rexo go home together. K9 Rexo
including the joy and satisfaction a lives with Trooper Dobbins and his
dog experiences when he makes his family. As soon as they get home,
“person” happy.
and the equipment comes off, K9
The Belgian Malinois breed is Rexo turns into a big, sweet couch
chosen for this type of work as they potato.
At the end of the
are smart, confident, hardworking, demonstration, K9 Rexo showed us
and steadfastly loyal. In addition, his sweet social side. He loves to be
they are eager to please. Their high petted and he can’t seem to get
energy level makes them a great enough attention!
working dog. They are
Trooper Dobbins
strong and well-muscled
and K9 Rexo exhibit a
but more elegant than
true bond of trust.
bulky.
Their enthusiasm and
As with any law
dedication to their job
enforcement officer, care
and their willingness
is taken to ensure K9
to spend the evening
Rexo’s safety. While he
educating us on what
did not wear it during our
they do was a real
program, he does have a
pleasure.
Trooper
Kevlar vest he wears in
Dobbins expressed a
the field depending on the
willingness to return
search
circumstances.
for another program
Drug dogs can ingest
in the future, and I
dangerous
substances
hope we can take him
through their noses and
up on it!! Thanks to
paws, so Trooper Dobbins
Barb Robinson for
carries Narcan to revive him in case contacting the State Highway
of an overdose.
Patrol to set up this delightful
Trooper Dobbins and K9 Rexo program for us.
are one of six K9 drug teams
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Building (Continued from page 8)

early Spring. Upon completion of
the sale, it is anticipated to designate
the building as a training structure for
the Champion Fire Department, with
it ultimately being burned by them.
Further details about this will be
forthcoming.
Finally the last piece of the
project is the new bell tower and
complete landscaping of the
building.
The bell tower was
erected as part of the project and is
equipped with a carillon bell
system from the Verdin Bell
Company
(see
accompanying
article). The landscaping was done
by
parishioner
Dan
O’Shaughnessy’s
Landscaping
business.
Landscaping also
included a complete refashioning of
the memory garden on the north
side of the Church building to
include all of the memorial bricks
donated by parishioners in memory
of loved ones.
So as you can see…there has
been a flurry of activity and
accomplishment over the past
several months. This is due to the
outpouring and kind generosity of
so many parishioners and parish
organizations. This exciting and
historic project for our parish has
become a reality due to the
kindness, support and commitment
of many Saint William Parishioners
to help make our parish facilities a
showpiece in our community and to
continue the mission and ministry
of our Church. Thank you and may
God continue to bless our parish
always!

30 DAYS

AND

30 NIGHTS

by Erin Lee & Cathy Poponak

IN CHINA

Viewing Mount Everest was one of the major
highlights of parishioner Jason Lee’s recent month
long tour of China. There on a study of the
environment and effects of pollution on the quality of
soil, he gained a wealth of knowledge that he will
bring back to his Howland High School classroom
this fall.
Jason began his adventure in Beijing with a group
of graduate students from YSU and concluded in
Shanghai. In between, he traveled thousands of miles
westward towards Tibet. On the way, he saw the
Great Wall, the Terracotta Warriors, and the Potala
Palace of the Dali Lama, Tiananmen Square, the
Forbidden City, and countless holy sites. He also
camped with a Tibetan family at the base of Mount
Everest. In between site seeing, he collected soil
samples and tested them for nitrates and phosphates.
Then he was able to determine how plant growth is
being effected in highly polluted areas.
Something that had a lasting impact on Jason was
being immersed in the culture of the people and
getting to know them and their customs. He had the
opportunity to meet grade school students and
teachers and even gave some basketball pointers to a
group of youngsters in Tibet. In addition, he spent a

MUSIC MINSTRY NEWS!
by Pat Maciejewski

“In The Beginning Was
the Word” by Vijay
Singh is one of the
many music selections
St. William Music
Ministry is already
rehearsing
and
preparing for our annual
Advent
Lessons
and
Carols, Tuesday, December 5 at
7:00 p.m. Our celebration will
include songs, readings from
scripture, and prayers. We invite
you to set aside one hour in your
busy preparations for Christmas to
reflect on the goodness of God,
Mary’s ‘Yes!’ to our salvation, the
birth of our Savior, our call to go
out and share the good news, and

day at a nature preserve where he fed bamboo to
pandas and cleaned their cages.
Anyone who knows Jason knows that he never
passes an opportunity to eat, and this trip was no
exception. He was able to taste and “enjoy” over 96
local specialties including donkey, silk worms, yak
stomach, duck tongues and feet, chicken heads and
rabbit brains. Needless to say, when he came upon a
Burger King in Lhasa, he left with a belly full of
Whoppers.
While he really enjoyed the trip, thirty days was a
long time to be away from home and his family. It
has left him with a
greater appreciation
of the freedom that
he experiences as a
United States citizen;
a freedom that the
people of China and
Tibet do not know.
This study trip also
earned Jason six
credit hours toward
his graduate studies
in
environmental
science
from
Youngstown
State
University.

bring all peoples to know God’s
love.
I had the opportunity
recently to attend a
workshop by ValLimar
Jansen, a noted speaker,
singer and Scripture
storyteller sponsored by
the
Diocese
of
Youngstown. She is a
very motivating
and
spiritually positive person.
Google her name and watch
amazing clips of her presentations.
Her message, joyfully proclaimed
through song and movement, is to
recognize that we are all children
of God. Praise the Lord!
You are invited to join us as we
prepare for our Christmas liturgies.
Please, contact me if you are
interested in attending rehearsals
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Jason Lee at the base of Mt. Everest

which are posted on the parish
google calendar online and also in
the vestibule of the church. For
me, bringing the Word alive
through music ministry was and
always is a very humbling,
challenging,
and
rewarding
privilege of service to God and His
holy church. Won’t you join me?
Let us be grateful that God
chose us in Christ to be His. Do I
hear an Amen?

Bells (Continued from page 1)

is a ‘true sound’ system that is
recorded from high quality cast
bells. The digital system, controlled
by a touch screen display, will ring
the Westminster chime every 15
minutes between 9 a.m. and 7 p.m.
daily with the hour strike at the top
of every hour. Ringing bells will
call the faithful three minutes
before the beginning of Mass on
Saturday afternoon and Sunday
mornings. In addition, the Adagio
system will chime a celebratory
peal for special occasions such as
weddings and a solemn toll for

morning, and in the latter half of the
14th century, morning bells were
ordered to be rung at sunrise as a
reminder to offer prayers before the
day’s work began. This made
morning prayers obligatory.
In
1456, Pope Calixtus III ordered the
bells to be rung at noon each day so
that Catholics could pray three Hail
Marys.
The noonday bell was
originally considered to be a prayer
of peace during times of war. It was
first rung during the Turkish
Invasion of Europe.
The prayer that we know
today as the “Angelus” was
first published in Venice
around 1560 and was rung at
6am, noon, and 6 p.m. Over
the centuries, the Angelus
bells reminded the faithful of
their duty to prayer wherever
they were in their day. JeanFrancois Millet’s famous
painting in 1857 showed field
workers stopping their work
The Angelus by Jean-Francois Millet
to pray the Angelus.
The ringing of the Angelus
bell is not just to announce the time funerals. The system also has the
but to remind the listener how to capability of playing Taps when a
pray. The Angelus is changeable live trumpeter is unavailable for
throughout the world and is often Veterans funerary services at the
adapted to local use. Three strokes graveside. As an added bonus, the
of the bell, each followed by a Adagio system has MP3 capabilities
pause, and then nine strokes are the and has 1500+ pre-programmed
general standard. Records going hymns and carols for seasonal use.
back to the 15th century show that
the monastic bell ringers rang the VERDIN BELL COMPANY
bell “nine strokes three times,
keeping the space of one Pater and Use this link to listen to the Adagio
Ave between each of the three System, check out all the Verdin
tollings.” The Angelus bell at St. products, or explore videos of the
William will ring at noon and 6 p.m. history of Verdin Bell Co.
and the bell will strike three times,
http://www.verdin.com/carillons/
pause, and repeat twice more
adagio-carillon.php
followed by the bell striking nine
times.
On Wednesday, October 25,
Verdin Bell Company installed the
electronic digital bell system at St.
William. Verdin has been in the
business of making clocks and bells
since 1842 in Cincinnati, Ohio. The
Adagio System used at St. William
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THE ANGELUS
V. The Angel of the Lord declared
unto Mary.
R. And she conceived of the Holy
Spirit.
Hail Mary, full of grace,
The Lord is with Thee;
Blessed art thou among women,
And blessed is the fruit of thy womb,
Jesus.
Holy Mary, Mother of God,
Pray for us sinners,
Now and at the hour of our death. Amen

V. Behold the handmaid of the
Lord.
R. Be it done unto me according to
thy word.
Hail Mary, full of grace,
The Lord is with Thee;
Blessed art thou among women,
And blessed is the fruit of thy womb,
Jesus.
Holy Mary, Mother of God,
Pray for us sinners,
Now and at the hour of our death. Amen

V. And the Word was made Flesh.
R. And dwelt among us.
Hail Mary, full of grace,
The Lord is with Thee;
Blessed art thou among women,
And blessed is the fruit of thy womb,
Jesus.
Holy Mary, Mother of God,
Pray for us sinners,
Now and at the hour of our death. Amen

V. Pray for us, O holy Mother of God.
R. That we may be made worthy
of the promises of Christ.
LET US PRAY
Pour forth, we beseech Thee, O
Lord, Thy grace into our hearts,
that we to whom the Incarnation of
Christ Thy Son was made known
by the message of an angel, may
by His Passion and Cross be
brought to the glory of His
Resurrection. Through the same
Christ Our Lord. Amen.
www.ourcatholicprayers.com/
the-angelus.html

P.S.R. Retreat 2017

Servants of Mary - Center of Peace
Windsor, Ohio

The Crucifix of the World’s Largest Illuminated Rosary.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

THEY’RE BACK!!

Nov. 23: Thanksgiving Day Mass – 8:30 a.m.
Dec. 3: Women’s Guild Parish Holiday Dinner – 12:00noon
Dec. 5: Lessons and Carols – 7:00 p.m.
Dec. 8: Feast of Immaculate Conception
Holyday Mass 8:30 a.m. @ Blessed Sacrament
7:00 p.m. @ Saint William
Dec. 9: Women’s Guild Christmas Craft Show 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
Dec. 17: Warren Parishes Advent Communal Reconciliation
3:00 p.m. @ Blessed Sacrament
Dec. 24: Christmas Eve Mass – 5:00 p.m. & 10:00 p.m.
Dec. 25: Christmas Day Mass – 10:00 a.m. only
Jan. 1: New Years Day Mass – 10:00 a.m. only
Jan. 27: Parish Appreciation Event
Feb. 4: Anointing of the Sick at all weekend Masses
Feb. 14: Ash Wednesday

St. William

“Fabulous”
Fish Dinners

FEBRUARY 9 – MARCH 23, 2018
FRIDAYS 4-7PM

http://www.stwilliamchampion.org
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