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K9 R  V  S . W 
by Nancy Hart 

 
The Womenôs Guild held their 
second monthly meeting for the 2017 
season on October 4, 2017.  Our 
program for the evening was officer 
Timothy Dobbins from the Ohio 
State Highway Patrol and his canine 
partner, Rexo. Trooper Dobbins 
explained, as he and K9 officer Rexo 
demonstrated, how 
they work together 
in the field trying to 
stem the flow of 
narcotics into our 
area. 
 K9 Rexo is an 18 
month old, 93 pound 
Belgian Malinois 
dog, who has been 
taught to sniff out a 
variety of drugs. He 
has been with 
Trooper Dobbins for 
about 6 months. 
Both of them have 
completed an 
extensive 10 week 
training course where 
they were first paired together, and 
then regularly continued their 
training with another 16 hours a 
month. 
 In their initial 6 month period 
together, this team has seized 
narcotics with a street worth of 
nearly $2,000,000.  These drugs 
have been found in a variety of 
hiding places: in vehicles, houses, 
as well as on persons. K9 Rexo is 
trained to alert to the smell of 
narcotics.  Although not an 
ñapprehensionò dog, he will bite 

and take down a suspect if ordered 
to do so.  A dogôs sense of smell is 
very different from ours. He can 
differentiate between many smells 
at the same time and will not be 
distracted from his goal. When K9 
Rexo finds the drugs, he stops and 
sits by them with a distinct posture.  
This was demonstrated for us 
during the program. Before 

bringing K9 Rexo 
into the social hall, 
Trooper Dobbins 
hid a small amount 
of marijuana in the 
fire extinguisher 
wall box. During 
the initial 
introduction, he 
commanded the 
dog to stay with 
him. It was 
obvious the 
dog could 
smell 
something, 
and he was 

eager to do his 
job; but he 

remained by his partnerôs side 
until he was released to go 
seek.  Once he found the 
drugs, he was rewarded with 
some play time with Trooper 
Dobbins. His toy of choice is a 
piece of PVC pipe, which his 
handler always carries with 
him. K9 Rexo has been taught to 
associate the joy of playing with 
his partner with the work of finding 
the drugs. 

S  (Continued on page 12) 

CARILLION  SYSTEM 
by Dan Robinson 

 
Traditional Christian church 
bells have filled a wide variety 
of purposes to signify church 
events or reminders.  The 
primary uses for church bells 
have always been to call 
worshippers to church and to 
announce times of daily prayer.  
Over time, the bells began to 
announce the passage of time 
because most parishioners did 
not own clocks or watches.  
Bells were also used to ring in 
special occasions like marriages 
or funerals.  In the Catholic 
Church, bells reminded 
parishioners to pray at special 
times throughout the day. 
Today, the Angelus is the most 
commonly used call to prayer, 

although other 
chimes are used 
during holiday 
seasons such as 
Advent and Lent.  
 The Angelus 
has been part of 
Catholic prayer 
since sometime 
in the 11th 
century in Italy.  
Originally, the 
Angelus reminded 
Franciscan monks 
to say three Hail 

Maryôs at the close of day.  In 
1318 in Italy, Catholics began 
saying the Hail Mary before 
breaking their fast every 

B  (Continued on page 14) 

Sophia Garito gets to 

know  K9 Rexo 
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éFROM THE PASTOR 

WOW!!!  Has the time flown by since our last newsletter!  We 
were in the midst of summer and now we find ourselves 
staring at winter.  It is the Season of Harvest and soon it will 
be time to begin preparations for 
Thanksgiving followed by Christmas and 
the start of a New Year.  But before all 
that happens there is still some Autumn 
left with many beautiful days to come 
before the snow falls.   The crisp air 
and bright sunshine beckon us to enjoy 
these last days of warmth and blue 
skies. 
 As we find ourselves immersed in 
November, the Church celebrates our 
life on earth and our hope for resurrection 
and eternal life.  We begin the month with 
the Feast of All Saints followed by the Feast of 
All Souls ï a day to remember and reverence our loved ones 
who have gone before us marked with the sign of faith and 
who are now enjoying their eternal reward in the presence of 
the Lord.  We end the month giving thanks to God for the 
many blessings He has bestowed on us for the goodness in our 
lives.  As we usher in another holiday season may we always 
be mindful, thankful and grateful for all the good things in our 
lives and let us also remember those who continue to struggle 
ðthe victims of the recent hurricanes, earthquakes and 
violence throughout our world.  May Godôs blessings, courage 
and strength be with them in their time of need. 
 Our Advent Season begins on Sunday, December 3rd.  
From our thanksgiving tables we will enter into our season of 
waiting and preparation for the coming of the Lord into our 
midst.  Our parish theme for Advent will be ñA Glorious Light 
is Comingò It is a fitting theme especially at this time of year 
as our days get shorter and darker and we await the coming 
light of Christmas.  Hopefully, this time before Christmas will 
also afford us the opportunity to be mindful of our need to 
ready ourselves for the holidays.  Advent is a time of promise 
pointing us toward the ñglorious light that is coming!òð
Godôs Son into our world!  This year our Advent season 
contains a special circumstance with December 24 being both 
the Fourth Sunday of Advent (in the morning) and Christmas 
Eve (in the evening).  Be sure to see the special announcement 
about Mass attendance for that weekend. 
 During these weeks leading up to the holidays, we are 
invited to ñrestò rather than ñrushò ð to be quiet and reflect 
on where we are and where we need to go in our lives.  Be 
sure to take advantage of this opportunity!  And may this time 
of thanksgiving and preparation lead us towards the glorious 
light that is coming so that on Christmas we might more fully 
enjoy Godôs light in our lives. 
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O HOLY NIGHT  

by Cathy Poponak 

Over the centuries, Catholic people of different 
countries of Europe have developed characteristic 
customs and traditions which have become a part of 
the way they celebrate the most holy of nights, 
Christmas Eve.  The foods served during the 
Christmas Eve meal differed from village to village 
and family to family; thus became the heritage of 
families today that choose to continue to carry on 
these traditions.   
 Common to all of the ethnic group traditions, as 
dictated by Church mandate, was strict fast and 
spiritual preparation during which no animal or dairy 
products were consumed.  Historically, the 
Christmas Eve supper would begin when the first 
star became visible in the eastern sky at sundown.  It 
is the Star of Bethlehem guiding one to Christôs 
presence. 
 Although modified to fit into todayôs busy 
lifestyle, many families continue to observe 
Christmas Eve with fragments of the old traditions. 
 Our family prepares a traditional Slovak 
Christmas Eve meal.  The meal begins with a blessing 
and the distribution of Oblatky, unleavened bread of 
flour and water with impressed scenes of the Nativity 
on it.  It is similar to the communion wafer, only much 
larger.  It is passed around the table, and each person 
breaks off a piece.  It is dipped in honey and eaten 
with a slice of raw garlic. (Yes, we really do this.)  
The honey represents the Lordôs sweetness, and the 
garlic wards off evil spirits.  A toast over a shot of 
whiskey or a 
glass of wine 
follows for all 
those so inclined. 
Next on the menu 
is sauerkraut 
soup with wild 
mushrooms that 
were harvested 
and dried by my 
uncle Bob.  The 
other traditional 
foods that we prepare are Pagac, two layers of dough 
between which mashed potatoes and cheese has been 
spread, baked, then saut®ed in butter. Another is 
Bobalky, very small balls of baked dough tossed with 
honey, butter and poppy seed.  Always at the meal are 
stewed prunes, and cooked peas.  My sister-in-law, 
Linda, has added a contemporary rice dish which fits 
in well, as rice was often included in the old time 
meals. Dessert is my motherôs nut, apricot or poppy 
seed kolaci with coffee. 

 Ours is not the only family from St. William Parish 
that has a traditional Christmas Eve meal.  Lenore 
Masciangelo Antonelli and her husband Palmer 
celebrate the Southern Italian Feast of the Seven 
Fishes.  It, too, is the tradition of abstaining from red 
meat during the Christmas vigil.  Lenoreôs mother, 

who would entertain as many as 
30 people around her table, served 
foods such as tomato based fish 
soup containing cod, lobster, 
shrimp and mussels, and seafood 
pasta with marinara sauce.  In 
addition, she would prepare 
various fish dishes such as fried 
calamari rings, oysters, baccala, 
breaded shrimp and fried smelts to 
name a few.  There was a garden 
salad and delicious bread.  Staying 
with traditional family foods was 
very important to Lenoreôs father.  
Lenore recalls the Christmas Eve 

when Palmer decided to bring a small pot of his own 
homemade clam chowder (New England style), to the 
feast.  Palmerôs attention was on his father-in-lawôs 
reaction, unsure if his chowder would be accepted or 
not.  Mr. Masciangelo tasted the chowder, his eyes 
widening.  A man of few words, he simply stated 
ñYou can bring this every year.ò 
 Lenore and Palmer have continued this traditional 
meal with their own family, and have found that 

everyone looks forward to it, including 
their two sons-in-law.  Itôs a tradition 
they want to continue because it is 
important and special to their family.  
Lenore creates an Italian cookie table for 
desert. Some of her recipes are 
heirlooms, and she is proud to carry on 
her ancestorôs baking customs.  
 I would be remiss not to mention a 
word or two about ñWigiliaò or Polish 
Christmas Eve Dinner.  Although 
Catholic Church laws have been 

revised and permit meat to be eaten on this day, like 
the Slovaks and Italians, the traditional Polish meal 
remains meatless.  Their custom is to serve 12 dishes 
in honor of the twelve apostles. Borscht (warm beet 
root soup) is the headliner at this meal.   Parishioner 
Pat Scanlon recalls her family celebrating Wigilia.  
She remembers an extra place setting at the table for 
ñthe unexpected guest.ò  This belief stems from the 
ancient Polish adage, "A guest in the home is God in 

F  (Continued on page 10) 

Lenore & Palmer Antonelli and Family at Christmas 

Italian Cookie Table 



4 

BEING THE HANDS OF CHRIST 

by Ann Sprague 

 
As disciples, we are asked to 
be servants to one another 
and to serve the Lord.  The 
church offers us various 
ways to serve and take full 
and active participation as 
we grow toward Christ.  As 
liturgy director, one of my jobs 
is the recruiting and training of 
the various ministries that serve and 
enrich us at every gathering.  Following is a list of 
Ministries in which you might serve: 
 

§Ushers and Greeters: The purpose of this 
ministry is to welcome and direct us as we gather. 
§Music Ministers: These ministers unite us in 
song as we gather to worship. 
§Proclaimer of the Word: They call us to 
listen, reflect, and respond to the word of God. 
§Eucharistic Ministers: They distribute the 
Body and Blood of Christ as we come together 
as one. 
§Altar Servers: They assist the presider by 
serving at the Altar. 
§Leaders of Prayer: They are fellow 
parishioners trained and commissioned to lead 
us in prayer when a priest is not available. 
§Caregivers: They are parishioners who visit 
the sick and dying.  They help nurture them 
with prayer and communion. 
§Prayer Shawl Ministry: They are Parishioners 
who meet once a month to pray and knit or 
crochet ñprayer shawlsò to be given to those 
who are ill or homebound. 
§Funeral Hospitality: Parishioners who  provide 
assistance and direction to the family and 
friends of the deceased during the funeral rites. 

 

If you are interested in serving in any ministry, 
please contact me or the parish office. 

LIVING  AS  

MISSIONARY DISCIPLES  

by Tina McCue 

 
Each year the United States Council 
of Bishops (USCCB) provides a 
theme for our catechetical year.  This 
year the theme is ñLiving as Missionary 
Disciples.ò  I feel we really embody this 
theme here at St. William, for we have always been a 
community which reaches out to others to bring them 
closer to Christ.  There are four points which will help us 
to continue to grow as missionary disciples: 1)
Encounter, 2) Accompany, 3) Community, and 4) Send.   
 
Encounter ~ By building a personal encounter with 
Christ and a personal encounter with others, we make 
the first step in becoming missionary disciples.  By 
virtue of our baptism, we become disciples.  As 
disciples, Christ beckons us to help others enter into a 
personal encounter with him.  St. William offers many 
opportunities to encounter Christ through prayer, 
scripture, the sacraments, works of mercy and continual 
faith formation.   
Accompany ~ Through our own personal encounter 
with Christ, we are then able to accompany others.  Our 
love for Christ, others and the Church helps us become 
welcoming to others.  When we share the Good news 
and help others grow in faith, we accompany them on 
their journey to a closer relationship with Jesus. When 
we sit next to a newly widowed parishioner, invite a new 
parishioner to a parish event,  share our gifts as a 
catechist or a sponsor for confirmation, become a prayer 
partner with someone, we accompany them on their 
journey.  In our every-day encounters with others, we 
never know how the smallest kindness will make a 
difference in the day of others.   
Community ~ When we open ourselves to accompany 
others, we form a wonderful faith community.  As a 
community of faith, we offer respect, understanding, and 
openness to diversity.  This community of faith creates a 
bond similar to the sacred bond of family.  Whether this 
is a parish community, a school community, a sports 
team or dance group, when we form this bond of 
community, we indeed feel as though the members are 
like a family to us.  In these many community settings, 
we are able to share our love of Jesus as missionary 
disciples. 
Send ~ Our commitment to living a Christian life in our 
every-day work environment and in our own homes is 
the ultimate way to share our love of Christ with others.  
In our word and deed, we bear witness to sacrifice of 
Christ and make Christ truly alive in the world.  We 
become the body of Christ. 
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PARDON MY DUST:  

PHASE III  

by Gary Gates 

 
Many have noticed 
the most recent 
changes that have 
occurred in the 
construction.  
I apologize for the excess 
dust that may have been missed.  
It has not been easy trying to keep 
up with all that is happening, and I 
would like to commend you all for 
helping by wiping your shoes on 
the throw rugs. There has been a 

lot of debris and dust tracked 
into the halls by the workers, 
and the mopping of floors 
is almost impossible to 
keep up with.    
 At any rate,   we are 
beginning to see the "light 
at the end of the tunnel,"   
and it would appear that it 
is NOT a train.   Many of 
you have been doing much 

cleaning, painting, installing 
walls, putting together racks, 
installing cable, and in general 
setting up the kitchen for 
upcoming events.  I would like to 

thank all who have helped and/or 
prayed during this time.  Soon we 
should be making plans for the 
Big Move and the cleaning out of 
the current office/garage, as well 
as getting the landscaping intact 
before winter sets in. 
 Thank you again for your 
patience, understanding, and help. 

NEW HOLYDAY MASS SCHEDULE 

Blessed Sacrament Parish & Saint William Collaborate! 
 
This past summer the Liturgy Committees of Blessed Sacrament Parish and Saint William Parish met 
together for a series of meetings to consider how our two parishes might begin to collaborate on a greater 
level in light of the 2015 Diocesan Pastoral Plan for Evangelization.  In the ñWorship and Prayerò section, 
the collaborative actions call for parishes to study, evaluate, and develop ways to further collaborate with 
neighboring parishes to insure vibrant and meaningful worship that encourages and inspires full, active, and 
conscious participation by all present.  The Liturgy Committees engaged in a comprehensive discussion of 
how to accomplish this goal. 
 After discussing a wide-range of possibilities and opportunities, it was recommended that an effective 
starting point of collaboration might be accomplished by both parishes celebrating holy day liturgies 
together.  Therefore, beginning with the December 8th Feast of the Immaculate Conception and for the holy 
days of New Yearôs Day (January 1); the Feast of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary (August 15); 
and All Saints (November 1) both parishes will join together to celebrate one Mass in each church.  A Mass 
will be offered in the morning and evening.  You are welcomed to attend the Mass that best accommodates 
your personal and family schedule to fulfill your obligation.  It is hoped that this joint effort will provide a 
more vibrant and worthy worship experience with more in attendance and further our efforts to collaborate as 
we look to the future. 
 Thank you for your cooperation and understanding, as together the parish communities of Blessed 
Sacrament and Saint William attempt to further enhance the gospel by joining together in our faith as 
members of the Body of Christ. 
 

 
Note: 
1. Morning Mass is 8:30 a.m. // Evening Mass is 7:00 p.m. 
2. Contribution Envelopes will be returned to home parish. 
3. Days in which obligation is dispensed, morning Mass only in scheduled location. 
4. Note special Mass times for New Yearôs Day only ð Check Church Bulletin 

Day Morning Mass Evening Mass 

New Yearôs Day at St. William at Blessed Sacrament 

Assumption (Aug. 15) at St. William at Blessed Sacrament 

All Saints (Nov. 1) at Blessed Sacrament at St. William 

Immaculate Conception. (Dec 8) at Blessed Sacrament at St. William 
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Womenõs Guild 

HOW AMAZING CAN ONE 

YEAR BE? 

by Therese Tuttle 

 
What an amazing year we have had so 
far.  In October, the Womenôs Guild 
hosted a K9 demonstration by the 
Ohio State Highway Patrol.  We 
opened this program up for all 
parishioners to enjoy and learn how 
the K-9 unit keeps us safe.  The 
Womenôs Guild extends a heartfelt 
thank you to all our police officers ï 
both 2 and 4 legged ones.   
 Our next meeting is scheduled for 
November 8 @ 6:30 pm.  A donation 
will be accepted for Warren Family 
Mission.  During the November 
meeting the WG will be making Star 
Ornaments which we plan to sell at the 
Craft Show in December. Our first 
Kolachi Bake is fast approaching and 
we need many hands to make the 
event successful.  Join the team on 
November 29th to make and sell these 
delicious treats. 
 This November and December the 

Womenôs Guild will be raffling a 7ô 
fully decorated Christmas tree and 5 
beautiful wreaths. The tree and 
wreaths will be 
displayed in the 
vestibule and 
tickets may be 
purchased after 
the Masses 
starting early 
November 
through 
December 3rd.   
The winners will 
be drawn during 
the Christmas 
Craft Show on 
December 9.  
Also, visit the 
WG table filled 
with stocking 
stuffers and Christmas ornaments at 
the Christmas Craft show. 
 There is no meeting scheduled for 
December, but we will resume our 
scheduled meetings on January 3, 
2018 when the program will be 
ñSantaôs Hide-a-way Hollow.ò Santaôs 
Hide-a-way Hollow is a non-profit 

organization founded in 1981, and 
dedicated to bringing Christmas to sick 
and dying children 365 days of the 
year.  A donation will be accepted 
at the meeting for the food pantry.  
The February meeting ï February 
7th ï is dedicated to enlightening 
us to Eye disease.  An 
ophthalmologist will give a 
presentation at our meeting and 
donations will be accepted for 
ñSomeplace Safe.ò 
 For those unfamiliar with the 
Womenôs Guildôs purpose, our 
main goals are to promote 
Christian life in the parish and to 
provide financial support for the 
church.  In order to accomplish 
this, we need volunteers to assist in 
planning and executing our various 
fund raisers.  If you are interested 

in helping us achieve our goals, please 
contact the office and you will be  
directed to an officer of the Womenôs 
Guild. 
 Thank you for all your hard work 
and dedication. Have a Happy 
Thanksgiving, a Merry Christmas, and 
a safe New Year. 

George Sheffar  

Delia Antonelli  

Gloria Dutton  

Norma Medzie  

Fran Stuber  

Mary Jaskowick  

Lee Sikes  

Marilyn Marando  

Roger Samuelson  

Albert Franek  

Virgil Sellars  

Dorothy Janas  

Father Michael Smar  

Danielle McLean  

Jean Phipps  

Darlene Sait  

Thomas Davis  
 

and all the deceased members of 
Saint William Parish. 

All Souls Day ð 2017 
 

We remember all of our parishioners who passed away and were buried 

from our parish in the last year. 

We pray for their families who continue to grieve their loss. 

May their souls and all the souls of the faithful departed,  
through the mercy of God, Rest in Peace  

 

www.stwilliamchampion.org/in-memoriam.html 
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PSR News 
by Carol Timko 
 
Our PSR year got off 
to a good start on Oct. 
22 with our first FFC 
meeting.  Our topic 
was Our Lady of 
Fatima.  While eating 
breakfast, our families 
worked on a quiz about Fatima.  
After breakfast, we watched a 
Fatima DVD entitled ñThe Day the 
Sun Dancedò and had a presentation 
with the answers to the quiz. Then 
we each made a ten decade rosary.  
We concluded the day by attending 
11:00 Mass and afterwards posing 
for a new group picture. 
 On another note, cold and rainy 
weather prevented us from raking 
leaves for Make a Difference Day.  
Perhaps next year we will have 
better luck.   
 One of the highlights of our PSR 
program has been the 4th-6th 
grades retreat to Windsor, Ohio. 
While there, we took the Faith 
Walk around Lake Hope.  The lake 
is surrounded by a 15 decade 
rosary which is the largest in the 
world.  As we walked and prayed 
the rosary, we came to The Chapel 
of the Holy Innocent.  In the 

chapel is The Book of Innocents.  
Listed in the book are the names 
of children age seven and under 
who have died.  Visitors to the 
website can request that the 
names of their deceased 
children be added to the book. 
 One of the most impressive 
sights on our Faith Walk was the 
50 ft. statue of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe.  After visiting Our Lady 
and completing our rosary prayer, 
we met Pat Heinz.  She and her 
husband, Deacon Ed, are the original 
founders and operators of the shrine. 

She talked to us about how the 
shrine came about, the process of 
designing the statue, who designed 
it, and how it was made and 
transported to where she now stands. 
We had a very interesting visit with 
Pat. The students, along with their 
families, enjoyed learning about the 
Shrine. Before we left, we visited 
their gift shop. Please visit the 
website, www.servantsofmary.org 
for more interesting information.  
There you can watch a video of 
Deacon Ed recounting their story in 
his own words. 
[Retreat pictures are found on page 15] 

FFC 2017 

P.S.R. Class of 2017 -2018  
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LANDSCAPING 

Building Project 

Nears Completion  

by Father Balash 

 
As I write this our building project 
is just a few weeks away from 
completion.  The past months have 
seen a lot of activity at the parish 
as workers continued each day to 
build the new office building, erect 
the bell tower, expand the kitchen 
and add a storage room.  Each 
week significant progress was 
made despite some unusual 
glitches and unexpected delays.  
Finally, after many weeks of 
anticipation the completion of the 
project is just days away. 
 The storage room and kitchen 
addition are completely finished.  
The new expanded kitchen will 
allow for a smooth operation in 
preparing and serving food for the 
many events held here at the parish 
including our catering service.  The 
new dishwashing and sanitation 

area also insures quality and proper 
cleanliness for all our dishes and 
utensils.  In addition, the relocation 
of the walk-in cooler and freezer 
provides optimal use without 
taking up any interior space.  
Finally the existing kitchen also 
received a face-lift with new paint 
and wall coverings.  Many thanks 
to parishioners who worked on this 
project and to the Womenôs Guild 
who donated over $20,000.00 
towards the purchase of new 
kitchen equipment and shelving. 
 The new storage room at the 
south end of the building provides 
much needed space for storage of 
tables and chairs and other items 
used for our catering service.  In 
addition, two new rooms were 
created in the classroom opposite 
the kitchen.  Previously this space 
was used for storage and was 
divided from the rest of the room 
by an accordion room divider.  
This divider was replaced with a 
permanent wall and the space was 

subdivided to create two new 
rooms.  One room will be used to 
house additional kitchen items and 
the second room will become the 
new food pantry and Reneôs Closet 
as part of our parish outreach. 
 The new office building 
contains four staff offices, 
conference room, parish secretary 
office, office equipment room, 
storage space and main foyer.  The 
finishing touches including 
cabinetry and lighting fixtures are 
nearing completion.  In the coming 
weeks the security, telephone and 
internet data systems will be 
installed and then the moving of 
furniture can begin.  Once the 
current office building (house at 
the front of the property) has been 
vacated the utilities will be 
terminated and the use of that 
structure will cease.  The current 
plan is to hold a major sale for any 
and all items within the house in 

B  (Continued on page 12) 


